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And the Faith of him, 
W herein the Way of the People called 


QuaAaKkers 'isin Meekneſs and righteoul- 
neſs ſummed and weighed, 


Firſt in a General Examen of their ſpirit and chicf 
Principles ; after in a particular revetw of the ſame, as itis 

diſtinctly ſet forthina book of thears, called, _ 

Love to the Loſt, ont — 


Whereinare many things uſeful for the diſcerning 
of Spirits inthis hourof darknefsandtempration, | 
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A Teſtimony to the True Jzsus, 
and the Faith of Him. 


Oncerning the People called Quakers, and 
_ that way,a ſum of their faith & profcfion 
is come forth ſigned by James Nayl.r,who 
ſeerns to be cheifz whereby having ob» 
tained through Grace a more perfeQ un- 
derſtanding of them then I had beforebis 
Trampet giving a more certain ſound than 
others had done: and having obſerved 
that Spiritto ſhew it ſelf therein with more 
nakedneſs and leſs covering ( atlea(t to 
me) than at other times; I ſhall in righteouſneſs and love to them 
and others preſenta veiw thereof according to.the ſame form and vi- 
ſage it there preſents it ſelf under, ME 
The ground of my appearing hereinijs, notany intereſt I have in 
Courtor Clergy, from both whom I ſtand at a diſtance ſo farre as 
they appear at a diſtance from Chriſt and his work ; not any zeal I 
have to any form'or way of worſhip cry ed downby this peop!e ; my 4 
heart is knitto all the Lords people , fromthe Piheft ro the darkeſt Pures* 
forms,though 1am not joyned to them outwardly inthe letter; nor  } 
that I am ignoranter a ſtrangerto ſpiritual myſteries or inward _ * 
truths, at leaſt in part ; touching which I may ſay, tharmy thoughts +. ? 
and zeal for Chriſt within have abounded ſo —_ the thoughts — | 
had of his bloud without, that I account it infinite mercy. 1am not 
at'this day in unity with that Spirit that makes the death of Chriſt of 
noneeffcR, inſtead of this my appearing againſt it : but my ground 
is this , -that 1'mighe beat ſome teſtimony to the bleſſed Myſtery of 
Chriſt crucified, and ___ this or any people, fo farre as they ap- E 
 Hearagainſtic :; andthac wewiling tomy meaſure Tmightfet forch 
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£#wous T0 faith of Chri 


el; : F agy the firſt;b men pre- 


1 tendſ , 2Painſt the Redemptionin 
b Chriſt for them, 
: The Law was  given-by "TR indarkneſs', blackneſs, ; and te. 


reſts, and withloud noiſes; but Grace and Truth came by Jefus. 
Chrikin a ſtiVand meek way, no cry-nor 'voyce to be heardin the 
fireets; like asitwas then, ſo will it be now; if the loud noiſes of 
the Commandment: and Condemnation by Moſes be. brought, 10 
again,the ſtill voyce of Reconciliation and] Peace by Chriſt may not 
be heard as to many. , 
The Law was given by. him that ſpake on.-Earth, commanding 


; thingsto be dene by men inthefleſh ; the Gofpel by him that ous 
|. from Heaven revealing our Righteouſneſs already wrotightin the 
2 T.ord himſelf: as many as atenot ignorant of Anke devices doe 


: know, howeaſily;. having begun inthe Spirir,we retorndack tothe 
/ - bondapeofthefirft; - but how hardly, we ſtand faſt inthe- yallgor 
[2 . _  theſecond-: if ſutha ſpitit or faith alf cover:this Land: 


| we arcnot perfectedMifeverin Chiift the Head, hefore any good be 

WV: donein us , what remaines rhen but thar ſacrifices for ſinbe offered 

1 . again, chough not in the Temple at Fernſalem,” etin the Temples: of 
4s 6ur bodies, and ſo build upagain the old wotHdly SanQuary , onely 
if. changing the manner and fotin of adminiſtration, 


3 | Concerning the Righteon] neſs of rhe Letter, of eAugels, Af fe God. 
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Hat may be uſeful for us to-kndw, as tothe general Coin. 
'Yerition of this arid many other Spirits, therhing 


i " ingmayinpart acquaint you , in whoſe heatrs the fairh antfove of 
 i{F- Truthdoesyetremain. 

F  - There is a Righteouſneſs ieeorithay/ to. the' letter , , confi aa 
 F bodily exerciſes inthe earthly Ken of th rhe ne .q 
= mandement; which,is bur * wed pary meets 7..9. 13e 
 j- herein ſtood the: Religion of the cara Jew ſander 


1 204 ment; this became a covering upon their ej 
© hearts cha ap could notſee! nor receive him wh 
| neſs 0 OS. 


5 


| 4s the LEee 
the Godhead, onderftanding of 


Re to a certain Der an 


knowledge and inch, ally hich-is but the Glory of Man-: . herein 
ſtands the Relis Anticchrifitan Gentiles now under. the 
new Teſtament: this was the ſum of allthedivinity the School-Do-_ 
ors did know or deliver : this Angelical Perfe&ion ( falily ſo cls 
led) laidthe Foundation of the Eremites liying by roots inthe wil.. 
derneſs,of Anchorites ſhutting up themſelyes from Communion wich- 
men, of. Monaſteries and. holy mg for  mortifying the fleſh, and 
perfeRing inholinels: theſe things while they BAR ſhew of wil-.. 
domin humility and negleQing the body , -have been in every age, 
and ftill are ſer. at enmity againlt him, who is the- Righteouſneſs of 
Godin the ſeveral ap roachings and manifeſtations of himſelf ; 10 | 
 whagSathancannotdvinaweaker way bythe Righteouſneſs of 

letter, he will endeavour to effg& by a Miniſtery of Light and 

tcaulhes;; that appearing a# inthe, glory and. purity of an 'O 
God. ;, demays darken or h ihe righteouſneſs and glory 1 
Son of IT WLAN 
Thereis the Righteouſnels tGod, Jeſus Chriſt, 'who- by that fuls - * 
neſs of Spirit and Life dwelling i num ,. did at once, abd forever; \ - 
not in ours, -but his own body; rrium hover and paren enlig the 3 
Law, Sinand Deatk on his Crofs, an ay g from the Graye, .rai 
up, andſctup, HOES. ich himlc 0 Cburch intheheave en 
Righteouſneſsin him *.chis:R glne{ ahoje cither of 
' the former, us Chriſt-is. exalced above a be nd Power ; , 
' therefore canthey. not add: nor extend: -any righteonlnch | pb 
*y morethan the Glory of. Man or Angels can add gle po 

7: Wobrecuſnelsis the Word made flags Ry SFO 
nor M fles 0100s Þ burth the Union n of cle Ong and the Min 
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iniquity inthe Letter nor in the Myſtery ſhall beguile us ; but where 
le ogioquſeſe is denied or out of fight, there darkneſs hag cos 
vered the mind , there ſpiritual wickedneſs will be taken for Goſpel 


" 


myſteries. 


| 
; ' Whats Idolatry':. God may br known three manuer of wayes. 


A 


ing to Philoſophy,and not after Chriſt, this is Idolatry ; until Chriſt 
\'4 ._ be formedinthee.not asa Law- giver,but as a meer Saviour,not onely 
q: as putting awayſinand perfeQing righteouſneſs in thee , bur as ha- 
| ving already pyt it away, and perfected thee in himſelf, thou art in 
| Idolatry, Hebr. 9 26, and 10. 14. That of God which is manifeſt 
in all men,” preſents God according to one form in hiseternal Power 
and-Godhead : Moſes preſents God inanother form , in his back 
parts, as a Law-piver and a Judge: Chrift preſents his face to us, 
. Glory inthe Higheſt, Peace on Earth, good will towards men; all 
theſe prepared already : Hence may be obſerved : 
© That God may be Knoaun three wayes: firſt,to thatin eyery man 
« - by.thethingsthat are made: this may diſcover to menthe inviſible 
T; ' things of hita, his eternal Power and Glory, but nothis good plea- 
q 


Mong the works of the fleſh, Gal. 5. 20« 1dolatry is one, the 
knowledge and worſhipof God according to the Law, accord» 


ſare'or purpoſe of Grace, this may raife uÞþ to high imaginations of 


the divinity , as overall, through all, and inall to a glorious ſhew 
and heighcof ſeeming holineſs and perfeQion, but knows nothing of 
; the Myſtery hid'in God, redemption by Chriſt, nor can lead any into 


it ; unto theſe Chriſt crucified isfoeliſhneſs. | 
| ' 2, God may be knoxn by the Law from Monne S3x4;; bur this 
$i ſight is ſo terrible, tbat doſes ſiid, / > /Brg and quake : 

this knowledge exerciſeth the body, purifies the fleſh, compels unto 


| works,butopens not the way into the Holieſt, the heavenly, righte- 
J ouſteſs hid with Chriſtin God : unto theſe Chriſt crucified is a ſtum- 
-Þ bling block. : 

'F 3. Godisſcenin the faceof Jeſus Chriſt, without a vail, as in a 
= glaſs; thereis oneGod,and one Mediatour between God and men, 


| the ManChrift Jeſus, 1 Tix. 2. the inviſible, | inacceſfible God 
comesdown inthe Man Jeſus , and appears in him as upon a Mercy- 
ſeat, upto himlet allmen look that would ſee the Father : the crugi- 
fying of his fleſh was therenting of the vail, that Graceand Glory 
before hid in God might now ſhine forth in him : fo Jelus _- 

Soares woe} rs one 


ene Paeprges ry, 


alone in hisPerſon is the face tity 

and will be ſeen. 1f any man; <b1 
not point you unto a crucified a1 
to God , knowthis, that he ſeads you out from the New and Living 


h an Angel from Heaven, 


way,unto the old and deadly Gate , where the flaming Sword turns: 


every Way, that no fleſh can enteriinand live, Ger. 3.24 Curious 
ſpeculations of the divine Majeſty without Chriſt Jeius , arethe pro- 
per work of Reaſon, and the higheſt divinity of Philoſophers, Jeſu- 
ites and Juſtitiaries ; if thou thinkeſt to approach the divinity, h s 
Light and holineſs, excluding the Mediator, thou ſhalt be-confound- 


ed of his Glory. Let 7, Nayhorand his followers with fear and trem- 


bling hear and conſider. aw 
- Who hold not the Head, aud how Chriſt is Head. 


Oarines and Spirits are ſpoken of fair in ſkew , highand pe:- 
-LFfet, which yethold notthe Head, (.'3, what are t1e do- 

Qrines,and what is the Head? the DoEtrines are firſt of men ; ſoch 
are they who come in the words and wiſdom of Man ; their Doctrine 
a lcaven of thePhariſees , thit is a compound of humane wit-and 
learning, Law and Goſpel letter , Jeſus Chriſt having onely a Name 
among them,himſelf being not beleived nor known by rhem,neither 
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1b age of God , aq peru & 
1d glorified Jeſus for ſightand acceſs: 


in his crucified body, ror quickening Spirit ; theſe being of a lower 
and common nature are received by the greater part of men... 


Secondly,thereis sf afrine of Devils,of Sathan transformed iato 
Angels of light z ſuch preach a Jeſus, Goſpel and Spirit, but notthe 
erue ; ſpeak great things, abſtaining from meats, from:marriages, 


negleQing of the body, as things baſc & ſenſual 5 imagine &intrude = 


into things in ſhew'more excellent, things not ſcen, purity, perfedtion 
life of Angels; bat the true perfeRtion and life which. isin Chriſt 
alone they deny,and ſet up another in work ; tharwhich is prepared 
and finiſhed already in one, the body of the Man Chriſt they de- 
ſroy , and teachanorhier to be wrought or done again in many by 
Angel or Spirir, in the | | 
worſhip Angels,who hold not the Head ; their doQrine by how much 
in ſhew more ſpiritual, by ſo much does it ſpoil and .the minds 
of men above all other. ' LIES 
- What thenis the Had? © 36s & 

The Head overall things, the Headvf the Church is Chriſt,of this 


there 


bodies of all the Saints ; theſe are they who- 
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-on one of « 
fering.once and for ever he hath,not inour Perſons; but in himſelf al- 
ready ſubdued for us all things whatſoeyer are named in'heayen , on 
earth, or in the deeps, the Law, .finand death, with all their might, 
dominion and power. Hence are theſe ſayings faithful and true, 
and: if -any:-Man or Angel preach another Doctrine , beleive him 
- That Jeſus Chriſt the brightneſs of the Fathers glory has already 
by. hiraſelf without us, and before any good wroughtiin us, finiſhed 
| rranſgteſſion , made an.end of ſin , aboliſhed condemnation and 
1 tals, and that; not by Spirit onely , bur by ſpirit,;. water and 
_ © ...' That: thoughin the Kingdom of the Law, of Reaſonzad {enſe, 
that is, inthe fleſh, ſin, condemnation and-deathare ſecnand felt; 
yet in the Kingdom of Graceand Faith, thatis, in Chriſt, they arc 
vanquiſhed and appear no more, _., 4711 PN 
2 :;That' a beleiver while encloſed and ſhut vp:in a body of fin.and 
death, fightings and fears within and without,as he is-in fleſh, is atthe 
ſame time raiſedup into the heavenly righteouſneſs, immortality and 
 freedomaboreallſigor ſhadow eferil, 35 beivin Thrill the Fed 
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as redeemed. in Spirit, a Chriſtian # EE reſt; in victory and 
erfeFion; as not yet redeemed in the body , ke isoneatth, inla- 
ours, infirmities and imperfeRion. | | 

Theſe bleſſed ſayings, whoſoever holds faſt in faith and love, will 
de in himas a lamp leading him chrough the thick vail of Legality, 
the vain ſpeculations of Philoſophy, the myſterious depths of Antis 
chriſt ; | and will beto him a Light ro diſcern the DoArine , Spirit, 
Miniſtry and Church of Chriſt, from them that ſay they are ſo, and 


bt 


j 


ſeem to be ſo, but are not, but are- of the Synagogue of Sa-- 


than, 


Ye are compleat in bim, Upon this truth has the Church of Chriſt | 


been builc, as upon a rock, higher than all the loads and ſtorms that 
have gatbercd againſt her during the long Night of Anti-chriftian 
darkneſs 5 aSthis Truth ſhined forth, liceral and myſtical Idolatry 
in England, France and Germany,as ſhadows of the Night fled away - 
On the other hand ,this Truth dying and detreafing out of the Chur- 
ctes of Galatia,(oloſſe, &c. prepared the way of the Man of Sin into 
them, andrto this day hath exalted himover all Nations : when the 
knowledge of Chriſt as Head ſhall more encreaſe, and the Church 
or0w up More 1ato him who is Head, Anti- chriſt inhis higheſt forms, 
his deepeſt ſpeech, his faireſt ſhews, worſhipped 2nd wondered at by 


the unbeleiving and unſtable world of Profeflors ſhall be revealed 
and conſumed, jy 


T hree cheifeſt Principles of this people called Quakers , examined and 
weighed, | 


FOncerning this people, paſſing by their language pyftures, and 
A_gall other reſpeRs as to Perſon or Circumſtance ; the tryal and 
knowledge of theirs or any other Spirit may more certainly be had 
from the ſubſtance and ground of their dorine and faith ; the ſum 


gathered up in theſe three followicg principles. 

I.” That the Light which enlightens every man, accuſing of ſin, is 
Chriſt and-God, the Pure and PerfeR, the Erernal and Juſt One,and 
ſo the Redeemer and Saviour,and the All,to be known and beleived, 
nocas do others, in word, letter, or perſon without, but'as within, 
redeeming,reconciling and making attonement, not without.inano- 


and ſcope whereof (as to me it appears) may be fully and faithfully - 


ther, but within inour ſelves; out of which Light mandepartipg.. 
was loſt in darkneſs and the fall ; into which Light returtingagain; 
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(8 
he is reſtored and redeemed K 2 the beginning. 

2, ThatthisLight as condemning of ſin and death, and reſtoring 
out of it into Righteouſneſs and Life, this is the bloud and death of 
the Croſs, the reſurre&ion and ſecond coming of the Son of God ; 
and that Obedience without mixture unto this Light workitig all our 
works in us,this is our Redemption, Juſtification, Mortification and 
SanRification;z ſo much obedience , ſo much redeemed : thus the * 
Law and Goſpe),Faithand Obedience,Dcath,Reſurretion, Redemp- 
tion, Juſtification and SanAification arenot things diſtin, but one. 
and the ſame withia us. | | , 

3. Thatthe way to come to all this, and co Chriſt, and the Fa- 
ther is the Lightin every man condemning of fin, the ſure word of+ 
propheſie;wherein we maſt wait within,and not asothers,po out unto. 
a Chriſt withont,a letter without; Chriſt-and the Scriptures onely 
delivering their own experiences and conditions not asa Rule or 
word of faith to others ; and piving their Teſtimony onely to the 


| Light within, & not to any Perſon, Redemption, or operation with- 


out; alſo his and their Miniſtration in work ,words,orletter, withour 


' being onely theliteral Covenant: that makes nothing perfeAt, This 


is the juſteit deſcription', and my trueſt underſtanding can give of 
their faith and principles; their other. doQtrine are but conclufions. 
proceeding from theſe. _ ; _ 
Three Principles of Truth are perverted and denied by theſe three 
principlesof theirs ; the Perſon of Chriſt as the Obje& of Faith: 


the Scriptures.as tkeRule of Faith,and Paith it ſelf as the evidence of 


things not ſeen: of each of theſe a word , whereby both Truth and. 


Errour may appear. - 
Jeſus Chriſt was inthe beginning with God, theWord , the pro- 


miſe, the Life ; yet fore ordainedin the end of the world-to be 


manifeſt in fleſh, to put away fin therein by the ſacrifice of him- 


ſelf. _ 
Unto him,that is, Chriſt asto come in the fleſh, the two great wit- 


neſſes under the old Teſtament, the Law and the Prophets did teſti- 


| fie and point as the true Promiſe and Sacrifice ; the Law having a 
ſhadow of things ſeen afarre of,not then received ;_ of good things 
' to'come,not preſent and done ; of Jeſus the High-Prieft to miniſter 


in fleſh, and thereinto offer himſelf the one, the perfect, theeternal. 
Sacrifice once and for ever, no more.to be offered from thenceforth 


inany age or generation., - 2 


In the fulneſs of time, the Ta [4 made fleſh;and being greater 
'than /doſes, the Prophets, or fohn,he gathered up their ſeveral mini* 
| ſtrations and finiſhed them in himſelf; the fulneſs of the Godhead 
in him,as aSea of righteouſneſs, life and bleſling,aboliſhing and over- 
whelming the ſin, condemnation and curſe of the world, asthe leſs is 
overcome of the greater. TY 

And hereunto when he aſcended on high,he gave gifts unto men, 
whom he ordained as Apoſt'es and Witneſſes to the world, that the 
Purpoſe and Grace which was given us in Chriſt before the world 
beg:2n,which was ſhadowed by the Law and foretold by the Prophets, 
was now made manifeſt by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
who: hath aboliſhed fin and death in his crucified body, and hath 
brought forch immortality and life in himſelf in ſpirit. 

Thus the Myſtery of Grace and truth lay hid in the civinity, but 
came forth; and was acted inthe humanity ; neicher is the divinity 
without the humanity,nor the humaniry wichourt the divinity, but both 
one in Chriſt: thus the crucified and glorified Perſon of Chriſt is 
the expreſs | mage of God,the alone objeRof faith, the way wie eby 
God came down in ſalvation unco men and by which we afcend and 
haveacceſs unto God : thus Redemption and Righteouſneſs is glo- 
riouſly wrought without us in. the perſon of Chriſt ; to point to any 
Perſon or Spirit within for the working Redemption over ag4in, 
other than to him that deſcended and aſcended again, isto bring 
Chriſt down from above, andup again fromchedead, toraiſe up 
Moſes out of his Sepulcher,which no.man knows to-this day,with his 
miniſtration of death , and to make the bloud of Chit a common 
thing,or as the bloud of another Man: conſider this and fear ye peo2 
ple of whom I ſpeak. | 

To conclude this firſt principle with one other note: the Perſon 
of Chriſt and Redemption in him is vailed and denied by two ſorts 
of men, legal Teachers of the Goſpel, and myſtical Teachers of the 
Law; they differ herein , the firlt ſet forth Chriſt in words of mans 
wiſdom,conditions of law, and as on?ly in the fleſh without, not diſs 
cerning him ſpiritually: the other ſpeak of him in more ſpiritual 
words and deep ſpeculations., but onely as redeeming within vs, its 
ſpirit , not diſcerning nor beleiving the G:ory of that Redemption 
without us in his Perſon; they agree in this, by both Chriſt is knoywa 
onely after the fleſh, by the one onely as inthe form of a Man' or 
Perſon Without,, by the other as a Redeemer onely within, thar is, 
as not Taving finiſhed already Redempticn oa earth , nor as being 
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SAD _ (10) 
Head over all things in the Father : wherefore to know Chriſt as 


having aleady redeemed by his bloud without, and as the incompre- 
henſible fulneſs of Spirit,and life above all through all, and within a'l 
his people, this is the true, the ſafe,the bleſſed knowledge of Chriſt ; 
and by this the firſt of their Principles above named is weighed and 
reproved of errour. | 


How Faith the evidence of things not ſeen. 

(ITE z 1:is the evidence of chings not ſeen: heaven- 

ly things were in God from everlaſting by way of purpoſe, yet 
unſecn,unſearchable by any eye ; in fulneſs of time they were manis 
feſted in the Perſon of Chriſt, as by him perfeRted and wrought at 
once,yet ſeen and diſcerned onely by faith ; according to the mea- 
{ares of Grace they are ſhed forth by the Spirir from him upon all 
the members and. manifeft to our ſenſe : all things of the firſt Crea- 
tionwere made by Chriſt, all things pertaining to the ſecond are 
ceaſed in him; chus Redemption is firſt entire in kim, afterwards in 
meaſures revealed in his,a workonceperfeRed for ever in him,not to 
be done by peicesinus; and ſoit isin being and finiſhed already, 
but kid with Chriſtin God, 

Now upontheſe heavenly things there is a vail , whereby they are 
hid,che law in the conſcience, Reaſon and ſenſe in the fleſh, and there 
15 an evidence whereby they are ſeen,that is, Faith; unto ſuch as are 
under this vail nothing is ſeen nor heard bur the Commandments to 
work, and the ſeatences of death where work is not; the Law in the 
letter,and deeds inthe fleſh, as the face of the covering ſpread-upon 
the heart that Chrift cannot be ſeen: the higheſt divinity of menin 
this ſtate is this PerfeRtion by obedience tothe letter without , orar 

the beſt co the Spirit within ; Chriſt as a Law-giver in their Conſci- 
ence anda worker of itin their Perſons, not as a Saviour having once 
fulfilled it for them in himſelf: what ot God is felt and wrought in 
themſelves, that they beleive, and by that Rule they jadge, while 
the unſpeakable righteouſneſs, operation and life kid in Chrift, and 
with him reſerved in God, with the faith , liberty, joy and peace 
_ 5 hid from theireyes ; ſuch is the vail and the people there- 
0 . ; - . 

 Butwhere Faith is.comethe vail is done away ,. the carthly man 
with his deeds and death, his hopes and fears, and all things belong. 


— _— co - - 


img to him are ſcen to be aboliſhed and overcome by the everlaſting 
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righteouſneſs and Spirit of Life that-is in Chrift, even.as the night is 
overcome by the day ; and this is to be underſtood tobe true in him, 
a Covenant in him, ordered in all.things and fure to us, not alwayes 
perceived in feeling to our earthly members, yet ſeen and fulfilled in 
the inward man through faith, 

Ic is ſaid, 2 Corinth. 5.7. We walk by faith net by ſight: Faith 
and ſightare to be underſtood , either as they are perteRing each 
other, or as by men divided and made contrary one tothe other ; 
ſight of God has aglory and ſweetneſs ; faith in him, though not ſo 
ſeen, has a certainty and eviderce ; faith beholds things a; true in 
 Chriſt,though hid to ſenſe and feeling » ſight knows them onely as 

ſhining or flaming forthupon the heart: viſions and revelations 
bring joy and comfort, but they are th:ngs that go and come, and tie 
breathings of the Spirit may blow wheathey liſt , bur when theſe 
ſtreams are withheld and as paſſed away,yet he ever lives,ang we alſo 
in him : God ſpakein times paft with the Fathers and Prophets-by 
viſions to ſenſe ; he ſpeaks 1a theſe laſt times in his Son to faith: vi- 
ſions by figure,as thoſe were,they were but given at times and paſſed 
away ; the face of Jeſus Chriſt beheld by faith is the conſtant and 
Randing viſion now underthe Goſpel : ſpiritual influences and :R-» 
ings do yeild ſome reficRion,and viſion of God, but as a Man ſees bis 
face in a troubled water, broken and changeable ; but the face of 
Chriſt as the Chriſtal and Rill waters preſents ,God alwayes in his 
clear and bleſſed Image as full of Grace and Truth : they who put 
ſpiritual workings for the Grace thatisin Chriſt, and a ſenſe of the 
ſpirit for faith in him, they do under a pretence of Spitit deſtroy 
Chriſt Jeſus, they take away that Goſpel which preſents us in him 
before any work done,our perfeion,cour Sabbath, our Reft,and leads 
us to work again for perfection by obedience to the Light within, 
that is, by the Law. SEES | 


Concerning Faith an4 Sight. 


Aith and fight , the Goſpel-Chriſtian.is for both in their ſeafon 
and place ; all other Religions have divided them and erred ; as 
ic is very obſervable, that fight being alone, thats, ſight ofthe God- 
head without faith in Chriſt has been & is the foundation of all falſe, 
faxcied and Idolatrous worſhipstliat arenamed : fight of the deity . 
by the things that are made is the higheſt Religion of Philoſophers 
- and Pagans; ſight of God by the Gm Calfe; by the Idols of pid 

: J and 


and Rlver Was theilofatry of Iſrael in the wilderneſs' and Canuan ; 
Conceiving the things of the Spirit of God by the ſight and judge- 


ment of natural Reaſon.is the foundation of eArminiaxs, a SeRt of 
Morality , and of Socintans a Set of ſubtilty « a Kingdom with ob- 
ſervation and fair ſhews inthe fleſhto the tight without , was the 
Religion of Phariſees and legal Goſpellers : ſome are of a weaker 
ſpirit, their Religion is about things of ſight, touch not, taſtenor ; 
ſome are of ſtronger heads, ſuch are for divinations of the brain, 
things ſeen to Reaſon; babes1in Chriſt are for enlightnings.and taſts, 
and pifts, things of fight to the in ward ſenſe; ard they that would 
ſeem to be the higheſt, areforallto be known and beleived as done 
onely within: thus nothing is leſs learned and underſtood by the 


moſt of Religions and Opinions that are,than faith in Chriſt,and the 


life of faith : ſenſe, or reaſon, or fancy, or myſtical legalicie, ( all 
which in the account of the Spirit are but light and appearance ) ha». 


ving lefrno more room for true Goſpel faith, than onelyin that 


Church of the faichfutthat holds the Head,even him that is far above 


all things and they in him by faith. 


And hence it is, that where ſight or ſenſe asto ſpiritua] things is 
by any ſpirit or doctrine made a principle and rule of judgement, 
theſe and ſuch like conciuſions follow ; do this and live; if thou 


finneſt after faith, thou artunder thelaw z ſo much obedience, ſo 
Far juſtified ; while fleſh luſteth within thee, no freedom from ſin : 


tq be perfectly 'juſtined by Chriſt and reconciled co God is not till 
fully mortified and obedient to Chriſt within thee , all which are 


ſentences of the Law, not of Grace, denying Chriſt, overwhelming 
theafMiced inſorrow without hope,and turning the feet ef the lame 


out ofthe way ; of ſuch doQtrrines beware, 

On theother hand, where faith, or things not ſeen, or things in 
Chriſt are made the rule or principle of Judgement, theſe ſayings are 
bleſſed and true; Iam black but comely ; as dying and behold we 
live ; when I am weak then am1ftrong, Ench; Noah and eAbrabans 


dyed inthe faith,yet received not the promiſes, onely ſaw them afar 
off; allthings are put in ſubjeRion under Chriſt, though we ſee not 
_ all things yer put under bim, 


The ſum of all is , meaſure not things by fight butfaith ; the door 
of faith-is open when that of ſenſe may be ſhur, rejoyce alwayes in 
the Lord; though thou mayeſt not alwayes ſee him : fight as alone is 
the foutidation of idolatry, if thou beeſt led by that, thoufalleſt bick 
Mr ETENIngS 104 GpRare of 16eSf;z X chon wolkeN by fakch, 
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thou ſhalt be led on to ſight , not Fo of reaſon or dry ſpeculation, 
but of ſpiritual, ſweet and gracious 'mainfeſtation.of Chriſt, asin 
Perſon aSaviourfor thee, and as in Spirit revealing himſelf inthee : 
and hereby: their ſecond principle aboye named of juſtification and 
redemption to be the light within , as obeyed within may appear.to 
| be a myſtery of iniquity to my underſtanding , affirming in effeR, 
that Chriſt is divided, Pax and every- Chriftian crucified and made 
an offering for himſelf, and thereby jaſtified, reconciled and accep- 
ted; andifitbeſo, let this peopleconſider and fear; butifnot ſo, 
letplainneſs of ſpeech be uſed and not a vail. E108 


{oncerning the Spirit aud Scriptures as together making up a perfe(t 
witne(s or rule of faith. * 


FTOncerning the Scriptures, paſſing by all other diſtin&tions z they 
are firlt, the Law of Commandments ordained by Angels, a mi- 
niſtration of the letter anſwering to that of God in every man, the- 
law inthe conſcience; this within and that without being one in- 
ſubſtance,alight and a law ofthings to be done for righteouſneſs and 
life; thus all Nations have received a law, having alaw in themſelves, 
though ſappreſſed andyailed ; thus all have a law, though dimmed 
_ anddarkened,pointing to the righteouſneſs of the law or firſt Adam, 
| but not attaining. thereunto : and kerein all Nations are one, Whe-. 
ther Jews, Turks or Pagans; their Light-one, Law one;Religion one, 
all following. one righteouſneſs, that is,-of the Law-; onely in diffe- 
rence of notion, andform,and manner of worſhip ; all equally con- 
cluded under the law of fin, and all equaltyignorantof the ſecond 
eAdzm, and righteouſneſs by him ; thus if Scriptures were not, . by 
that Candlein min God might be known , and the law and righte- 
ouſaeſs, yet but as ina miniſtration of death: the righteouſneſs of 
God, and the law of theSpirit, and God manifeſt in fleſh'being a_ 
myſtery hid from the natural man,declared onely by the Goſpel,and : 
diſcerned by the Spirit. | TY 
2, The word of the Goſpel or Reconciliation being the joyful. 
tidings of an heavenly Perſon and an heavenly gift , -both equally - 
wonderful, God manifeſt infleſh- and ourrighteouſneſsin him ;-in , 
whom old things,or things belonging te-the firſt Adam;whether the 
Lax of God, er deeds of the fleſhare paſſed away, having in him re- . | 
ceived their period or perfeRion, and all.things,though not yet to us. 
fully ſeen, in him becomenew. _ 
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| haveappeared to any , where Scriptures are not, the Spirit is free 
. to blow where he liſts, but this ſpirit or grace the light inthe natural 


the perfect Rule for tryal of all ſpirits and wa 
. Scriptures as the lanthorn, and the Spirit as the candle therein; they 


_ (14) 


This the Goſpel being i mzfiery of things kid in Chriſt, is neither 
written norto be ſeen in the heart of many and beinga myſtery of 
things of the new Creature, and of another world, cannor be known 


by the wiſdom of this world, thatis, by the wiſdomyſpiric and light of 
the natural Man : as he that gavealawto all the world, has ſetin 
every mana light to know that law ; ſo the miniſtration of Grace 
being a far other thing, and exceeding it in glory, cannot be known 
but by a far other Lightthan that in evety man and exceeding it in 
vlory,that is the Spirit of grace. Wherefore the bringing the Go- 
ſpel ta Light is after this manner x it firſt lay hid in God, unknown 
to Anpels or men,as the deeps that are beneath ; afterward was de- 
clared and adminiſtred by the Word made fleſh in the Perſon of 
Chriſt,as the ſpring-þead bring forththe deeps beneath, thereby him 
revealed through the ſending of the Spirit to them that were with 
him, and to this day by the ſame ſpirir to them that beleive through 
their word: and hence theſe things follow. 
That the knowledge of God according to the law all Nations ma 

have by his enlightening within them ; the myſtery of Godin Chriſt 


_ not ſo, the firſt beivg engraven in the ſpirit of man, this having not 


ſo much as entered into the heart of man,and being onely revealed by 
another Light far exceeding in glory, even that Spirit which the 
world never {aw nor canreceive. 


wi That the Scripturesgs. joyned inone are the onely ſufficient, war- 


Image of him witheut, and the Spiritas the light ſhining upon them, 
bring forth the true and living image of him into the beart: if Grace 


man, knows nothing of. 


That the Spirit and Scriptures together, as.they are a full witneſs to 
Chriſtand Truth, ſo they are as the ſtanding Oracle or conſtant Vi- 


. fion, unto whichall ought co come. for the knowledge of Truth, the 


perfe&t Judge for ending all difference _—_— matters, ys 
s of Religion; the 


as the Commandment of Chriſt to his Church , and the Spirit as the 


Judge giving the true underſtanding thereof, and bringing forth the 


. twofold crrour, both perifſous and hurtful, 


Myſtery and Majeſty that lies hid therein. 
— Eitheroftheſe, if ſet up aſunder without the ott er, brings forth a 


1 Impoſing 


EY (13) | 
7. lmpoſing the letter of Scripture without the light of the Spirit, 
whether by Churches @r Councils , may be an oppoſing the Scrip- 
turesagainſt the Spirit , and ſets up another dominion over the cons 
ſcience,which is ſubjeR to Chriſt alone. 4 

2, Impoſiag avy thing for viſion or. Spirit without liberty of ap- 
peal,or reference to Scripture, whether by an Angel from heaven, or 
an Apoſtle, isa ſhaking mens minds from off the foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the chief corner ſtone,and 
a catrying them away as by a blaſt of wind unto another Jeſus, ano- 
ther Spirit, of whom God never ſpake : he that impoſeth any thing 
upon conſcience for Spirit without teſtimony of Scripture, is as he 
that impoſeth for Scripture without teſtimony of the Spitit-; both 
equally ſeeking to bear dominion over our faith : the ſecond errour, 

if either, is worſethan the firſt ; the generations that are paſt, who 

lived more in the letter , ſuffered much by the firſt ; theſe laſt times, 

| which profeſs more of the Spirit,may ſuffer an hour of ſore temptati- | 
on by tbe laſt, 

The concluſion is; A call to any light, or voyce,or word within, 
as the way to Chrilt,from the Spirit and Scriptures; unto ſpirits in 
_ diſtemper, who take apparitions of the night for dawnings of day, 

the ſparklings of fancy for the true beams of faith, unto fuch th s 
may ſeem a miniſtry of light ; bnt he that through Grace has ſti}l the 
faich of Jeſus,knows it to be a foundation of Sathan laid inthe deer, 
in orderto a deſign of blotting out the Goſpel, and therein the face 
of the Mediator, the Church in him, their liberty , their joyes and 
ſongsin Chriſt : and hereby their third principle aforeſaid,affirming 
the Light inthe Conſciencethe way or guide to Chriſt, whereto one- 
ly ro attend, appears to be a darklome, fleſbly and moſt legal Princi- 
ple,a very grave, wherein Chriſt, Redemption, Attonement, our. Vi» 
Rory, and Triumph, and Sabbath in him lies buried, deſpiſed and for- 

gotten for eyer : thus according to my meaſure , their main Princi- 
ples are weighed, let the ſpiritual judge. 


The Light in all men, what it is, andof what uſe + 


T Here is one thing more which 1 may not paſs,as being the ſoul and 
I life of all their principles, that thelight which is in every man is 
Chriſt the Redeemer, the Spirit , a twofold errour may bediſcerned 
herein by the things following,Chriſt asin the beginnivg,the Word, 
.was, he by whom all things pertaining ys the firſt Creation or ft 

ra}. 


x6). 

 ral:man were made and do mT ; and ſo he was and is the fountain 
of being and life to every Creature, in himwelive and breath. 

Chrifſt,as the Word by.whor all = were made,is the ſplendour 
and image of the inviſible God to the rſt Creation ; as brightneſs 
to the $on,ſo Chriſt to the Father, is a face of light ſending forth his | 
hghtenings vupon.every Creature ,' as aRule or Law fo every motion 
and operation ; and as thus, he hath lighted up a candle in the natns 
ral mans heart , and alſo preſents ſome beams of the Godhead , and 
therein of juſtice, equity, ſoberneſs, &c, to be diſcerned by bis can- | 
dle, and obſerved as his law : thus all natural principles , moral ver- 
tues and juſt laws of Nations, are beams from Chriſt, as he is the 
Word: and Light of God to the natural man,, not-as he is a Re- 
geemer. | 

The higheſt office and uſe of this Light within, or of: the-naturaF 
man, | is this, to receive from God the mariceſtation of the inviſtble 
things of him, that is,the divine power and Godhead, and to return 
to God obedience thereto jult and perfeR,as God is juſt and perfet, 2? 

| 


that is, to know him as God, and glorifie him as God : thus the ful. 
teſt account of the light within every man, according to the Spirit 
and Scriptures, is this; as in it ſelf it is the work of the Law written. 
intheir hearts; as to its objcR;, itis the candle of the Lordin the 
Spirit of man,bcholding God according to ſome ſj ecuiations of the 
divinity,knowing nothing of the precious Goſpel Myſtery, God ma- 
nifeſtin fleſh; and as toits exerciſe,itis a doing by nature the things. | 
contained inthe law : hence as the ſum of things ſpoken theſe con- | 
cluſjors-follow. | 
That the Light within for- matter and fubſtanceis the fame with. 
the law of Zoſes, that was written upon tables of ftone, .this upon: 
tables of fleſh in the conſcience ; both were given furtranſpgreſſion, 
not for righteouſneſs ; neither of them could reveal or pive life, 
both Jewsand Gentiles being allunder fin. From both theſe Laws, 
whether in tables of ſtone or tables of conſcience, Chrift came-20 
juſtifieand deliver, bringing forth in himlclf inſtead of both a more 
excellent and perfe.law , as far as the Sun of Righteouſneſs himſelf 
excels that which is but a beam or letter of righteouſneſs onely : acs 
cording to 7. Naylor and the people of that way, Chriſt cameto re- 
deem 1ſrael in the fleſh from the Law and every letter without, but to 
eſtabliſh in force that within- m-the conſcience, by obedience vnto 
which men come to be redeemed :- this is the firſt errour ; the Light 
within-or-work.of the Law in the heart,from the terrour and condems 
- Nation: 
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HBP 4 (17) EINE 
nation whereof the bleſſed Lord Jeſus came to deliver, is called and . 


worſhipped by them as the Redcemer and Spirit. 


'  Secondly,while they affirm the light within, or in every man, is the 
Redecmer, they know Chriſt onely as a Law-giver and worker, not 
25 a Juſtifier and Saviour ; naturally, according to the Godhead, as 
judging and purging away fins within them, nor Evangelically,accor- 
dinp to that bleſſed union or marriage with the humanity, as having 
alrcady therein purged away all fins by himſelf. _ 

Chriſt is formed in the minds, and deſcribed inthe writings of 
men undera twofold image or reſemblance; one according to Go- 
ſpel myſtery by the Spirit of God, the other according to natural 
Reaſon by the ſpirit of this world : Chrilt beheld as having our fin. 
ful leſh,condemnation and deathas a garment upon him, and as ha- 
ving rencand tornthe ſame from off him again by the power of the 


Spirit of life in him, and having (o taken them all away, as if they had 


never been; this 1s a true reſernablance of him ; thus is he ſeen in his 
proper colours ; thus Chriſtis no Moſes, no Exattor, no giver of 
Laws,but a moſt {weet Saviour and giver of Grace,thus is he nothing 
elſe burinfinite Mercy and Goodneſs, freely given, and freely giving 
to us all chings in bimſelf 5 Chrilt according to this form ſhivi-g in 
thy faith , ſhall put to flight Armies of thy teaptati»ns, ſhall cry the 
Spirits, ſhall preſerve th:e from being ſpoiled by any falſe dorines, 
either of ſubtil philoſophy, or ſpecious Legality, if this image of him 
thou ſuffereſt to bedefaced, or any other wayes painted out unto 
thee, when the hour of temptation ortrouble cometh, thou ſhale ſoon 
be overthrown. REID I 

By the Spirit of this world Chriſt is ſet forth under another reſem« 
blance, by ſome more according to the Godhead, as the Word, the 
Light,the Truth,theSpi-it z by others according to the humanity,as a 
man holy,ſpotleſs,ſeparate from ſinners,and by both asaliving exam- 


ple unto. the world of perfect obedience to the law of the Spirit and 


che life of God ; this ſets forth Chriſt indeed as a divine Perſon and 
ſo has a Truth, but preſents him onely as giving a Law and working 
itigus, and ſo denies and blots outthe Glory of his Grace, as bein 

the end of the Law : this is the divinity of Sophiſters and Juſtitia- 


ries, and all that they know or can teach of Chriſt ; ler ſuch Teachers 


know, who cry up the Spirit tocry down the b'oud, who teach him as 
anExample and caſt out theAttonemenrylet all ſuch know, while they 
vaunt of ſublime divinity and myſterious truth, the y do bur ſer Chriſt 


in Woeſerchair as Law-giver and Judge, but the great love in him,as 


2 ; Pr 0« 


*I4+ 


propitiztion for fins, they know- nothing of - the higheſt Religion 


' of naturalReaſon, is to pierce far into notions of God \ and to ſet 


him befofe it as a patternto obey ; but faith onely ſees the deep ſe- 


- cret of Grate laid up in a crucified Chriſt : he that would behold 


the glory of God, and wonld be fet up in thoſe heavenly places, let 
him lay down his Reaſon how heightened ſoever, and begin in the 
ſimplicity of faith at the crncified body of Chriſt , in whom beſhall 
ſee himſelf dead, and buried, and raiſed up alſo together with 
him, not by any work or obedience to Chriſt within, but by the 
faith of the operation of God , Who hath raiſed Chriſt from the 
dead. 

Hence theſe things follow. 1. That the Light within, or of the 
natural man,with the work of Reaſon together, is that ſpirit of ths 
world, which hath formed this falſe reſemblance of Chriſt as a Law- 
eiver,and Worker,and Pattern ; as upon the Croſs, an Attonement 
to Juſtice, the vitory of ſin,curſe and the grave, and the Head over 
all C which is the true likeneſs or imape of him, terrible too thers, 
but the joy of. his own) ſo he 1s not known to the Light within, If 
a man ſhould be born into the world , andinthe ſpace of one hour 
ſhould grow up to the perfeAtion of a man , to the fulneſs of Light 
and Reaſon, propound unto him theſe doQrines whether he will 
chuſe , that Chriſt has already by himſelf purged away his ſins, and: 
fanQified himfor ever before any good work wrought in him ; cor 
that.not Chriſt withour, but the Lighe within him is the Chrift, which 
through obedience thereto- purges away fin in him,and redeems him. 
that way ; the firſt would feem fooliſhneſs and a contradiction to 
his Light, che laſt would be received as the more reaſonable and ex- 
cellene way. 2 

* 2, Thar this falſe conception or reſemblance of Chriſt as a Law- 
giver;and Worker isan Idol, and the root of idolatrous Religions ; 
do@rines of Circumciſion «dded to Chriſt by the falſe Apoſtles ; 
of charity,humility and bodily chaftiſements by the Church of Rowe ; 
preparatives before faith by the Teachers of the Law ; and obedi- 


"ence £0 the Light-within, as the way of Redemption, bythe people: 


called Quakers :. all cheſs, though divers as to Parties and Notions, 
yet are one inthe root and foundation of theirfaith, all looking up- 
en Chriſt , according to theLaw, as perfg@ing out in part or in 
whole Redemption by work within them. Conceptions of Chriſt, 
how divine ſoever,if not as crucified for our offences, and raiſed up 
again for our juſtification , are but Idols ſet op of a more ſpiritual 

. nature,, 
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nattire, as the Gods of Gold and Silver 

[afily,That they who affirm the Light in everymen that condemns: 
of ſin to be. Chriſt;the Redeemer, have fet up an1dol;for Chrift,chey 
are gone back from that Chriſt that came net to jadpebutto ſave 
the world,that ſpeaks not condemnation, but meer joy and ſweetneſs. 
to the weary and weak, and have ſetup another Jeſus, and another 
Goſpel, neither of «hich, nor the worſhippers thereof, ſhall be able 
to ſtand when the true Jeſus ſhall sppear ; this is the other errour as. 
tothe Light within, 


T wo tl ings charged npon us by this people : firſt,that we adexy the Light 
within, and ſet it againſt ( briſt, weighed and removed, = 


þ 26 bleſſed doftrine of Grace, Chriſt bearing away fins as in his 
crucified body,and juſtifying the ungodly as in himſelf,is by the 
words and writings of this people often and principally charged of 
two thirgs 1. As denying the Light within, and ſetting it againſt 
Chriſt. 2, Asteaching Chriſt at a diſtance,and onely without: A. 
word to both may notbeunſeaſanable. While the Lightwithin con- 
derars of ſin, to beleive by Chriſt, Tam juſtified from ſin , isn2t 
this to make thelight within againſt Chriſt ? no, no more than the- 
Law is againſt the Promiſe ; the Light in the Conſcience and the 
Law of Commandements uy ſubſtance are one, their powerone, 
their kingdom one,that is,tne fleſh or firſt Adam ; Jeſus Chriſt came. 
forth one greater than the Law,greater than our Conſcience:againft 
him aroſe the Law of commandments, the Law inthe conſcience, ſin 
in the fleſh, death and the curſe, all preat and mighty Lords, who 
had devoured the earth, ſparing no fleſh, neither Kings, Princes,nor 
People, whom he having vanquiſhed and triumphed openly over 
them, he took the Law out of the tables, the work of the Law out of 
the heaft,and ſin out of the fleſh, as the Conquerour takes the con- 
quered Kings out of the Throne of their Kingdoms,and nailed them. 
to his Croſs: according to the fleſh, he was, as it were, given for a. 
prey to the fowls of Heaven, and the beaſts on Farth, principalities 
on high, and the miſeries of thefleſh : according to the Spirit 
glory and power, he redeemed the prey, breught back the ſpoil, raiſed 
up his fleſh, and therein his body myſtical, and gathered together all 
things that were againſt him, that are againſtus, buried them-in his 
grave, and therein ſhut them vp for ever, | 


'C3 Hence 


(30) 

\ Hence then a beleiver is divided into twain, andeccordingly lives 
"in two Kingdoms, according to his faith he is a man in Chriſt, raiſed 
in -him,and ſetup in him above the law of his fleſh, -of conſcienceor 
fin, abovethe whole world, with all things therein, into the glorious 
liberty and blefſedneſs of Jeſus Chriſt ; asthushe is to be known no 
"more after the fleſh, but as havins putir off in union with Chriſt ; acs 
.cordingte reaſon and ſenſe he isamaninthe fleſh, ſubjeR'ro the 
Law, to infirmity and death, thelife of his ſpiritual man being many 
"times hid from the ſenſe of his natural, as the Life of Chriſt ia the 

\Godhead was ſometimes hid from his fleſh. 
| According to this twofo!d ſtate a belciver is nnder , he does at the 
ſame time give a twofold account of himſelf, both juſt and true ; jn 
my body indeed 1 havea law of (in, butas I am in the LordT have 
-patitoff; asI walk by ſightT ain the earth, inlabours, in pgroan- 
ings,warfareand.imperfeQion ; but as I walk by faith,! am in heaven, 
received into plory,walkiag on my High- places 1n Reſt,in victory and 
perfeQion, where I ſhut myeyes from looking upon my ſelf, and for- 
getall my fears , infirmitiesand bondage, leaving them all behind 
meas under my feet; and fois that word fulfilled in hin, as ſor- 
-rowful yet alway rejoycing,as having nothing, and yet poſlefſting ail 

-thinge. | 

This is ſome of the myſtery and knowledge of Chriſt crucified,not 
like unto that of the Schools and Law- makers, whoſe higheſt know- 
ledge therein comes to no more-but this, that the Humanity on the 
Croſs reſigned up ir ſelf in profound humility and meekneſs to the 
will of the Divinity,as the Popiſh DoCtors ; or that he yeilded perfe& 
- obedience to the Light within him,for a living example to the world, 
as.this people called Quikers:l ſay,this knowledge and ſuch preach- 
ings of the Croſs of Chriſt are poor, barren and empty, reaching 
-onely to the morality thereof , the praiſes of a juſt man dying wirh- 
out cauſe, and of his ſpirit and temper z but not diſcerning the myſte- 
ry therein, that is,an end put to the Law, to ſin and thefleſh, to and 
-upon all them chat are given to him: thus their firſt charge is weigh- 
ed and reſolved in this,that to a man in Chriſt,the Light within accu- 
fing of ſin,pertains onely to the fleſh, and ſhould abide in the fleſh ; 
that Chriſt alone as juſtifying from ſins,as joy and ſweetneſs, ſhould 
_abideinthe conſcience as the chamber of the Bridegroom and Bride, 
into Which no Law, nor Light, nor any thing that accuſeth, may in 
any wiſe enter,Chrift raigning therein over every Law ; thus accor- 
ding to the fleſh and light within , there is conſcience for fin in the 
juſtified 
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jaſtifiedman,; according to faith and nnion with Chrift there is no- 
more conſcience of 'fins, Hebr. 10. 3, | 


Second thing charged,T hat we beleive in a ( brift withont,and 4t a «i- 
ſtance, weighed axd reſolved, 


*T* He other charge follows, that to beleive Chriſt has redeemed us 

4A 32s in his own body without,is to beleive in a Chriſt without and 
at a diſtance: this charge examined will appear to be vain: the 
faith of the Goſp?l ſaith, that Chriſt deſcended into our nature, and 
th:rein came down to us in our bloud,our priſons, under jadpement, 
and th-nce raiſed us up together with himſelf into the heavenly pla- 
ces ;z he deſcended firſt into the lower partsof the earth , into the- 
| loweft eſtate of loſt and nndone finners , and thence aſcended upfar 
above all Heavers, and raiſed us up together in himſelf; this ſets 
forth Chriſt as near, and not at a diſtance, as one within us, wrapped. 
itn our (in,as our fin,and us as one with him in Righteouſneſs,and his. 
yery righteouſneſs ;_ oh the bleſſed nearneſs between him and the. 
| beleiver, 
'  ThatChriſt comes down in Spirit into our Perſons;not to redeem, 
but to manifeſt theRedemprion, not as alight accuſing of ſin, but as. 
revealing righreopfneſs and liberty from fin in himſelf, and gathering. 
vs out of the life of reaſon and ſenſe, the law and things without, into | 
the glorious reſt and vitory in himſelf; he there lets us know , that 
we are inhim his Sifter and Spouſe, that he is in us our Head and ful. 
neſs,and thut all thinos are curs,that we are Chriſts,and thatChriſt is. 
' Gods: Thus Chriſt is betteld both as with>ut, having wrought all. 
things for us, inthe Perſon of the Mediatour, and alſo as withia us, | 
working all our works in us as a quickening Spirit. 

On the other hand,the faith of the Quakers, ſo called, ſayes thus; . 
that Chijſt indeed took on him our nature, but not our judgement 
and fin, that he dyed at. feraſalem, but by way of example, notas2- 
ſacrifice patting away (in; that he did not the work by himſelf at that. 
once, but cnely ſhewed us the way how-heredeems within us 1n every , 
 Feneration. | 

That.Ch-iſt is come m onr fleſh, butasalightaceuling and judg- . 
ing, renewing a law, and requiring obedience thereto through the - 
fireand the ſword, by them called the bloud of the crols', .and fo , 
through perfe&'obedicnce juſtifying and redeeminz, O what dark - 


neſs and confuſion has covered this people,thus to make faith.void,a d: 
| | the 
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the bloud of Cbriſt of none effe& , and now let the piriwal-wile 
jadge,unto whom Chriſt is known, as nigh;or 2s afar off, rothem,or to 
'us : tous who behold him 'as havipg already ſcattered the clouds . 
of the law and darknefs,dryed upthe fAlouds of fin and death,opened 
a way into the Holieſt,and received us into his glory .; and beſides all 
-this, ſhewing himſelf in the neareſt conjunctions and freindlieſt ap- 
.pearances of a Brother, a Father, and Husband after an unſpeakable 
-manner fillingus with his fuloneſs:. orto them , who draw the vail 
over this moſt comfortable face and aſpe of things, ſet up the law, 
fin and death again to be ſuffered, ſatisfied and done away within us, 
and Chriſt ſtanding upon terms with us of obedience and death, 
without which no remiflion*of ſins, no redemption, nor benefic to be 
expected from him: I ſay, letthe wiſe judge, who of theſe have 
Chriſt moft nigh, - moſtas unvailed, inthe moſt inward and freindly 
way : let the charge then of Chriſt without return from Whence it 
came, | 
I ſhail onely . mind ye of the Parable of the wounded man lvin 
| between ferichoand 7:ru{alem , there came firſt a Pricſt and a Le- 
vite, looked on him and paſſed by; after came a Samarirane 7 had 
compaſlion and bound up his wonnds, putting in oyle and wine, ſet 
him on his own beaſt, and brought himco an inn, and took care of 
him there: according to the ſevere and unmerciful do&rine of this 
people, Jeſus Chriſt came down into our nature, beheld it wounded 
and lying in bloud, ableenough to have faid tous, while in our 
_bloud,live,and to have madeus ſo; but onely leaving us an example 
of perfeRion and ſufferings, wherein, if we followed him, we ſhould 
live, and ſodeparted,leaving us as he found us, till the Light within 
come-and cured us; ſo they reckon of the Man Chriſt to be ſuch a 
"One a$ wasthe Preiſt or Levite : but bleſſed be that Goſpel that faies, 
he paſſed by, - beheld us in bloud, and it was atime of love; with the 
bloud of his Humanity, and the love and glory of his Godhead, he 
bathed our-wounds, ſuppled and healed them, and after ſet us upon 
- his own beaſt,carried usto the Inn,bareus in his body, and carried us 
into his Manſion in the Fathers houſe ; according as it is ſaid , He 
bath born our grief s,carried our ſorrows,for be was wounded for our tr anſ= 
.grefſions; and bruiſed for our 3niquities, the chaſtiſements of our peace was 
"prin and by hy ftripes we are healed : This ſets forth. Chriſt tobe 
the kind Samaritane,the neighbour nigheſt unto us; the other makes 
kim unmerciful, going afar off, not tarrying with us, 


—_ _—— _— - 


(23) 
What is the inward Life gud who is the retired Chriſtian, 


'T" His gives pry cp other matters, to caſt ina word cons 
k concerning the inward life or retired Chriſtian ;' as all other ſpi- 
ritual chings,ſo chis has its truth and its counterfeit, by miſtake where- 
of of onefor the other , the faith may be perverted and our minds 
ſoon ſhaken. 
Separation from the world, the company of men and affairs of 
this life , inſtilneſs and filence ſearching into the knowledge of my- 
ſteries, the divine being and things ofthe inward world, wasthe 
Religion of ſome Jeſuites,School-men and others ; that ſuperſtition 
| in the Conſcience and fancy inthe Head was all in this , may appear 
by their wriciogs,which are filled either with perplexitics of wit, na- 
earal ſpeculations of God , or rules of Legality, leading men unto 
God by a perfetion of obedience, Chriſt crucified as the way 
jnto the Holieſt being not known unto them; theſe had but a 
ſhe of the inward life, for they entered not by faich within the 
vail. b 
Retirement from the Scriptures and adminiſtrations Without, from 
Religions and Aſſ:mblies, from all order and form , profeſſed and 
practiſed by whomſoever , unto the Light within, and to it alone to 
attend,asto the onely Scripture, the voyce of God and lipht of men, 
without reſpe& to perſonor work, Redeemer or Redemption with- 
out , thisis the Religion of the people called Quakers: they who by 
the Light wichin peirced into inviſible things, the eternal power and 
Godhead had but the wiſdom of this world , Row. 1. 20 1 {orinth. 
I. 30. and were of the wor|d under fin as all other ; again, they who 
excelled in ſhews ofhumility, wiſdom and all outward holineſs, as 
to the exerciſe of the body, and negleRing the ſame, yerttheir Reli- 
gion was ne morethan the Rudiments of this World and periſhing 
Ordinances, Cel, 2. | muſt ſay the ſame of this people and their Re- 
ligion,to be both of this world,untilthey give faith or acknowledge- 
ment to the fleſh or dead body of Chriſt to be the onely way into the 
inward life or within the yail ; which whilſt they deny, inſtead ef 
bringing into Heaven,into the peace of God, and reſt from their la- 
b onrs, they ſhutup the Kingdom, and keep men on earth to perform 
ſacrifices and obedience in fleſh for their attronement ; theſe have a 
pretence to the inward life, but are not entered through the vail of 
his fleſh by faith into the Holieſt. 


& 


2 

He that by faith goes out of all things in himſelf, whether perfeRi- 
ons of Reaſon, orthe Lightinthe Conſcience into Jeſus Chrift cru- 

cified, and in him beleives , all things of Law or Nature, with the 
works of both, to be paſſed away , and himſelf crucified,and waſhed, 

and perfeRed for eyer; and not conſidering his body now dead, 
nor yet the deadneſs of all things as to any good in hisfleſh , bur 
ſhutting hiseye and ear from all rhings of ſenſe and reaſon inthe 
world or his fleſh,cleaves onely by faith to the. dead body of Chriſt, 
and therewith mounts up into the {pi tc of his mind into Chriſt Jeſus. 
alune as his own victory, righteouſneſs and life,this man is be that en-. 
ters intoReſt, into the inward 'tfe 3 he istruly ſeparate from all the 
Re ivions of the werld, and yet exercifes a Religion in the world,he 
1s free fromall men, and yer a ſervantun:oall; hislifeis inthe: 
Head, while decayes and deaths in hisficſh; and of him is that true, 
WT || he is as unknown,and yet well known, This is the retired Chriſtian, 
F that moſt truly lives and rejo\ ces in things not ſeen to ſenſe nor rea- 


ſon, nor che light in the natnral man; he has the cleareſt, ſureſt and. 
{eeteſt beams of Chriſt , leading him not inco Phariſaical.auſterity, 
nor wanton liberiin'ſme , but intoa ſpirit of Þolineſs, quietneſs ard. 
ſtilneſs in the Lord,yet ſo as that,accorging to grace received, he dex 
fires to become all things to all men. 

The:cis a ceneration who have the form of faith and knowledge, 
of the words and profeſſion of Chriſt, but have not the faith whereby 
they aredeadin Chriſt , and helives in them; it ſufficeth rhem to. 
know Chriſt dyed for ſins,whichfaithis common to all men; but the 
myflery of faith they have nor, that 1s, union with him 18t, or that 
they are buried with himinto death in the fleſh, and raifed up wich. 
him ipto life 1a the ſpirit, they behold Ch: iſt as withoutto betbe 
end of the law,of ſin and death,the fulneſs and fulfilling ofall things. 
in himfelf, wherein they do well and taſt ſome joy therein ; bur they 
receive him not by faith into themſelves : my root and foundation 
is this, what Chrift is and has done without me in himſelf, bur the 
way to partake of the benefit of it is my union with him ,- theſe do 
confeſs to the truth of the firſt, but are not joyned to it by onion with 
ic, and ſo fail inthe laſt. Chriſt indeed 1s by thele honoured onely 
as without, white in his Spiritand Grace heis by luſt crucified with ; 
in: from ſuch do ye turn away. : 

Another generation there is, not beleiving the end of ſininthe 
death of Chriſt,nor themſelves perteQed onely in the Head look for 
3 Redemption, notthatalready in being in Jeſas Chriſt., but to be 
SPOMORFIR  wrovght 
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(23) 
wroug}t out by him intheir own 1. that is, aſter the example 
of Chriſt, turning away from all things inwardly and outwardly,eve- 
ry thought, defire, pleaſure or affc ion and every creature, till they 
come to the Light and Being of God, and become ſo paſlive, and in 
all rhings ſubject thereto , chat God may do all things inthem: A 
cheif Maſter of this way ſpeaks plainly thus; Thovgh God ſhwnld + 
aſſume all men that are unto himſelf , and ſhouldbet,-me Man in theys, 
and they in kim ſhould become God, and the ſame ſhould nat be dine in 
me, my fall foould never be recouvired .nor yet my fin done away, except 
the ſame were alſo d.;ue in me: Theſe arc the words of a Germain 
Prieſt, written ( aS1S ſid ) above two hundred and fifty years ago : 
this doctrine, as1' carrizs upon it the notion of God or the di. ine 
Na:ure doing all in us, has a ſhew of glory, bur as it denies thac God 
has done all chings for us in Chriſt, ſoit has no glory, butracher 
fpreads again the vail which Chrilt renc in his bloud , that the riches 
and glory of grace may notappear: if any of the fiery darts of hcil 
have ever been ſhot agiinlt the faith whereby | ſtand, and if by any 
of them | have ever bcen near co ftaggerins , this dorine was one : 
if Scriptures and a crucified Jeſus may ſtan4 for a little alide, among 
all che doQrines either named or profeſſed this day : mo ip men , foc 
ſhews of light, (pt: icualicy and holineſs, I know none to be compared 
with this; yet if | much miſtake nor, the glorious and eternal effica- 
cy, victory and triumph of the Son of God upon the Crols over the 
whole world and all things againtus, is by none ſo much obſcured 
and debaſed as by this; of which think it meetar beſt in this place 
to ſay onely this, charif the ſins, tranſgreſſions and evils of mankind 
were ſo great before God,that all the wood of Lebaros, all the Rams 
of Nebatoth, ten thouſand rivers of oyle , and the firſt- born of ouc 
body, were not ſufficient to offer for the (fin of our foul,” hat the bloud 
of Jeſus, andin him the eternal wiſdom ad righteouſneſs of God 
was found onely among all things in heaven and earth co be ſufficient 
to takeaway the ſame ; then ler all high thoughts come down where- 
by any do or ſhail ex3lc themſelves into an equal capacity with Chriſt 
Jeſus of drinking thar cup , aad being bapriſe d with that baptiſme in 
the meaſure and manner as he did, inhope to make that atconement 
for their own fins, whichonely conld be made once by Ch: iſt never 
to be renewed more: wherefore coming to God through the blood 
of Jeſus, behold.np the plory of God in the face of Chriſt, and com- 
munion with God in the Spiricof Chriſt, this is the truce inward 
Life; bur he that enters in any other way, may break throu: h 
| D a : __ unt9 
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unto the Lord: and gaze, but he ſhall periſh, 


'W-4 twofold aepa rthure from the faith in the laſt dayes : what the firſt 


H v 


\ \ Ow the things hitherto ſpoken off give occaſion to admoniſh 
jou of a twofold departure that ſhould comeco paſs in the laſt 
dayes; the one of men holding the form of godlineſs,but denying the 
power thereof,2 Tim 3 the other of men denying the form of godli- 
neſs,or of the words of faith and good dodrine , but pretending to- 
the power thereof,! 74.4-1,2,6. ſeducing ſpirits & worldly intereſts 
mingling themfelves with the Goſpel and Church of Chriſt, have jn 
every Ape fince the Apoſiles fellaſleep, been as the two Armes of 
the God of this world ; with the one he has defaced and vailed the 


image and glory of Chriſt in Goſpel-truths , with the other he has 


quenched the love of Chriſt and the poxer of godlineſs inthe hearts 
of men. . 


The one cf theſe defetions is to be ſeenat this day in this our 
Nation, in degrees of wickedneſs beyond what has happened in for- 
mer generations; namely in the Army , their Leader and Comman- 
ders,their Court and Clergy , With all their ſtapified admirers and 
ſervants , who have ſometimes been as the ſword of the Lord, as the 
Chariot of fire ,,whercin our Lord Jeſus has ridden forth againſt the 
interefis. of uſurpation and tyranny , and againſt his and his peoples. 
enemies in-this Nation,this was their miniſtry , the eyes of their un- 
derſtandingsenlightened with bearas from the face of Chrift ; their 
hearts as burning coals conſumin2 them with zeal to Chriſt; their 
hands ſtretched up towards heaven to receive him coming. ; their feet 
with wings ſetting thent up upon the Head of all worldly and lower 


-zntereſts to prepare the way of the Lord, this was their ſpirit and 


poſture: againſt the whole kingdom of Anti-chrift, bath in its forms 
and powers.cither in the civil or ſpiritual ſtate, went forth cheir pray- 
ers, profeſſions and undertakings, the ſound whereof went abroad 
a\moſt through all the earth ; from: off them-is this Spirit of glory 
and vertue departed, and inthe place thereof it entered another ſpi- 
zic, feirce,ruling the people by laws and weapons of warre, inſtead of 
pure,fpiritual righteouſneſs and meekneſs :. without natnra! affe&ion 
peircing the hearts with unkindneſs, and the (ides with ſufferings, of 
them who. have been as a Mother that bore and nouriſhed chem with 
their 0wn bloud,life and ſpirit all the dayes of their youth, while they 


—— ww ww. 4 
wW: 
—_— 


(37) 
were littlein their own, and deſpiſed in the worlds eyes: of 


mers , thinking , ſpeaking and meaſuring evil to that ſpirit of faith, 
light and expeRation in ethers, which they had taſted and teſtified of 
formerly in themſelves : traytors , betraying that Right and liberty 

the price of much precious bloud,the ſuccouring and defence where- 
of was committed totheir truſt unto the will and pleaſure of unlimis 
tedM »narchy : heady, proud, high minded, impoſing laws, conſti- 
. tutions, powers, forming, transforming all things in the ſpiritual and 
civil intereſts, in a way of ſuperiority and maſterſhip above and apart 
from others, without taking inthe hopeful affiſtances of more light, 
bythe conjunRion of thecounſels , hearts and hands of their ſomes 
times dear brethren unto themſelves,as if the Spirit of the Lord came 
forth onely from them, or came onely into them: incontinent, not 
behaving themſelves towards the wife of their youth, the new ernſa- 
lem, to which-they are joyned as one fleſh, and one ſpirit ; but have 
pouredout themſelves upon every one that paſſeth by : unholy and 
prophane, defiling their holy things , the appearances and pifts of 
Chriſt, the buddings , beginningsand earneſts of amore excellent 
way both in Church and State, by mingling them with a ſtrange ſeed, 
the dark and fleſhly principles, policies and adminiſtrations of worldly 
Reaſon and Prudence : deſpiſers of thoſe that are good,caling con- 

tempt upon thoſe Principles and Perſons which were a cheeringand 
ſtrengthening to them in the day of their Rtreights , refuſing the one 
2s not ſquaring to their greatneſs, and impriſoning or ſhaking hands 
with the other , as too ſullen or-noble to be vaſlals thereto : Laſtly, 
lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of God., careleſs Davghters ar 
eaſein Zi:n,who are gone up to their fathers bed,and have beſtowed 
the ornaments the Lord put uponthem , forthe dreiling up the old 
Harlot again, which though themſelves had been teaching before, yet 
fell in love with her 3fter above mecaſure,to wit, greatneſs and giory 
in the fleſh , while Chriſt ſtands wichout door as crucified and for- 
ootten ; ſo that they having loſt their ſavour , from them hath pro- 
ceeded ſourneſs upon the ſpirits, and filthineſs upon the ations of 
many others who had a favour before : their fall being nor alonz, 

but thereat, as it were, the heavens were removed, and the [tarrs 
therein darkened ; Righteouſneſs and Truth being as the Heavens 
over our Land, and many excellent fpirits, aslights and ſtarrs to men, 
are alſo darkened and fallen together with them ; this firſt departure 
is a ſorrow, but the other adds thereto, - 
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unto the Lord: and gaze , but he ſhall periſh, 


"Wd twofold aepa rture from the faith in the laſt dayes : what the firſt 


H » 


\ \ Ow the things hitherto ſpoken off give occaſion toadmonith 

j ou of a twofold departure that ſhould comeco paſs in the lalt 

dayes ; the one of men holding the form of godlineſs,but denying the 

power thereof,2 Tim 3 the other of men denying the form of godli- 

neſs,or of the words of faith and good dodrine , but pretending to 
the power thereof,! 75.4-1,2,6. ſeducing ſpirits & worldly intereſts 
mingling themfelves with the Goſpel and Church of Chriſt, have jn. 
| every Ape fince the Apoſilesfellaſleep, bzen as the two Armes of 
| the God of this world ; with the one he has defaced and vailed the 
| image and glory of Chriſt in Goſpel-truths, with the other he has 
| quenched the love of Chriſt and the power of godlineſs inthe hearts. 
J | of men. . 

Z The one cf theſe defections is to be ſeenat this day in this our 


Nation, in degrees of wickedneſs beyond what has happened in for- 
mer generations; namely in the Army , their Leader and Comman- 
ders,their Court and Clergy , with all their ſtupified admirers and 
ſervants , who have ſometimes been as the ſword of the Lord , as the 
Chariot of fire ,, wherein our Lord Jeſus has ridden forth againſt the 
interelts. of uſurpation and tyranny , and againſt his and his peoples. 
enemies in-this Nation,this was their miniſtry , the eyes of their un- 
derſtandingsenlightened with bears from the face of Chriſt ; their 
hearts as burning coals conſumin2 them with zeal ro Chriſt; their 
hands (tretched up towards heaven to receive him coming. ; their feet 
witch wings ſetting thent up upon the Head of all worldly and lower 
-zntereſts to prepare the way of the Lord, this was their ſpirit and 
poſture: againſt the whole kingdom of Anti-chrift, bath in its forms 
and powers.cither 10 the civil or ſpiritual ſtate, wenr forth their pray- 
ers, profeſſions and undertakings, the found whereof went abroad 

, &amoſtthrough allthe earth ; from off them-is this Spirit of glory 
and vertue departed, and in the place thereof it entered another ſpi- 
zic,feirce,ruling the people by laws and weapons of warre, inſtead of - 
pure,{piritual righteouſneſsand meekneſs :. without natnra! affe&ion 
peircing the hearts with unkindneſs, and the (ides with ſufferings, of 
them who have been as a Mother that bore and nouriſhed them with 
their own bloud,life and ſpiritall the dayes of their youth, while they 
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were little in their own, and deſpiſed in the worlds eyes : of 


mers , thinking , ſpeaking and meaſuring evil to that ſpirit of faith, 
light and expeRation in ethers, which they had taſted and teſtified of 
formerly in themſelves : traytors , betraying that Right and liberty, 
the price of much precious bloud,the ſuccouring and defence where- 
of was committed totheir truſt unto the will and pleaſure of unlimis 
tedM »narchy : heady, proud, high minded, impouſing laws, conſti- 
. tutions, powers, forming, transforming all things in the ſpiritual and 
civil intereſts, in a way of ſuperiority and maſterſhip above and apart 
frcm others, without taking inthe hopeful affiſtances of more light, 
bythe conjunRtion of the counſels, hearts and hands of their ſomes 

times dear brethren unto themſelves,as if the Spirit of the Lord came 
forth onely from them, or came onely into them: incontinent, not 
behaving themſelves towards the wife of their youth, the new Feruſa- 
lem, to which-they are joyned as one fleſh, and one ſpirit , but have 
poured out themſelves upon every one that paſſeth by : unholy and 
prophane, defiling their holy things , the appearances and pifts of 
Chriſt, the buddings , beginnings and earneſts of a more excellent 
way both in Church and State,by mingling them with a ſtrange ſeed, 
the dark and fleſhly principles, policies and adminiſtrations of worldly 
Reaſon and Prudence : deſpiſers of thoſe that are good,caling con- 
tempt upon thoſe Principles and Perſons which were a cheering and 
ſtrengthening to them in the day of their ſtreights , refuſing the one 
2s not ſquaring to their greatneſs, and impriſoning or ſhaking hands 
with the other , as too ſullen or noble to be vaſlals thereto : Laſtly, 
lovers of pleaſutes more than lovers of God, careleſs Davghters ar 
eaſein Zi:n,who are gone up to their fathers bed,and have beſtowed 
the ornaments the Lord putuponthem , forthe dreilting up the old 
Harlot again, which though themſelves had been teaching before, yet 
fell in love with her 4fter above meaſure,to wit,greatneſs and piory 
in the fleſh , while Chriſt ſtands without door as crucified and for- 
gotten ; ſo that they having loſt their ſavour , from them hath pro- 
ceeded ſourneſs upon the ſpirits, and filthineſs upon the ations of 
many others who had a favour before : their fall being nor alon?, 

but thereat, as it were, the heavens were removed, and the ſtarrs 
therein darkened; Righteouſneſs and Truth being as the Heavens | 
over our Land, and many excellent ſpirits, aslights and ſtarrs to men, 
are alſo darkened and fallen together with them ; this firſt departure 
is a ſorrow, but the other adds thereto, 
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Second departure from the Faith, phat it 5. 


NC many years ſince Jeſus Chriſt began to ſhine forth in clearer 

principles and doQtrines of light and grace, juſtification and 
faith, whereby the darkneſs and bondage of che Law,with the Teach- 
ers thereof, - paſſed away, and liberty and peace in him brake forth ; 
ſevere deſcriptions & preachings of Chriſt as a Law-piver & Judge, 
which were as the vail upon him,gave place co more evangelical ma- 
n:feſtations of him,as a Saviour of ſinners ; the Covenant is heaven, 
complearneſs in the Head began to be more opened , and the Peo- 
ple came to Mount $i», as the children of the free-woman , 
as ſaved already in the Lord, and ſet up above all things in 
him. 

"This Grace and Liberty in Chriſt being by ſome turned into wan- 
tonneſs and liberty inthe fleſh; by very many into diſpute and con- 
tention about theletter and form, has given occaſion tov the 01d Spi- 
rit to enter again into the houſe new (wept and garuifhed, that is,the 
Law- working ſpirit, Cenying the bleſſed Attronement and Righte- 
ouſneſs as already inthe Head the Perſon of Chriſt , in zeal to ano- 
ther Attonewent and Righteouſneſs by obedience to the Light »ith- 
in: which myſtery of iniquity works more ſecretly in the Churches, 
who too much preſs and praiſe a cercain perte&ion by their rule and 
order., but more manifeſtly in the people called Quakers, of both 
whom it may be ſaid, whilſt their firſt light and love,liberty and per- - 
f: tion in Chriſt the Head was turned into ſtrife about the letter and 
bitings of one another by the firſt, they are in danger co be conſu- 
medand deſtroyed by tbe laſt; a people indeed that bave ſhew like 
a Lamb , bur ſpeak like a Dragon Ceyouring wo'ds to deſtroy both 
old and young,not ſparing the flock, whom nothing ſufficerh ( as ro 
me yet appears) but to tear out of our faith, knowledge and profeſli- 
on the bloud of atconement, redemption and reconcihation by that 
one Szcrifice offered once and for ever, to blot out of our hearts the 
name,remembrance,the light and joy thereof, till no other Redemp- 

- tion nor liberty be known but by a pretended divinity or Iighr with- 
in, working it inuschrough our perfe& obedience thereunto ; which 
his crue ſenſe is to ſay, the vail is yet ſpread, the Law yer is ſtanding, 
the Lamb is to be ſlain,all things continue as they were from the bes 
pinning, ye are yet in your fins, till dy obedience to the light within 
you be redeemed. 


, EPO LE TY MREEL TW 
The glorions Reſt and Liberty in Chriſt the Head, as it is the lighe 
of our eyes, the girdle of our loyns, to conduR and defend us from 
the miſts and darcs , whether proceeding from the Law, Philoſophy, 
or Satanical myſtery ; ſo if once we ſuffer our ſelves to be ſpoiled of 
them, our ſtrength is departed and our eyes put out, and we betraid 
unto every Fox out of the hole, and Boar out of the wood, unto eve- 
ry confuſion, diſtemper, or deceit which may come amongſt us ; 
therefore ftand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
free, that Libertyin him, which is in being as to the Spirit, when in 
you are felt nothing but buffetings and ftreights as inthe fleſh : thus 
theſe departures from the faith bave been as a door ſet open, the one 
to letin upon usthe o d ſpirit of ryranny vpon our bedies,the «ther 
of tegality upon our ſpirits, and the darkneſs and rebuke that is upon, 
US 1S very great. 


The Chriſt that dyed at Teraſalem , how far acknowleaped and how far 
denied by this. people to be the Redeemer. 


His leads me to two. Queſtions of weightieſt conſideration as 
tothis people. 

1. Whether they deny the Chriſt that dyed at fer»/alem to be the 
Redeemer ? 

2, Whether they eſtabliſh a. Righteouſneſs by the Law > 

As tothe firſt, how far they affirm or deny : I'ſhall give that juit' 
Judgement,and therein do them that right I defire they may do unto 
me: That Chriſt became fleſh, was madein the likeneſs of men, 
therein humbled himſelf, and became obedient co death, that be 
might become aliving example to all generations of perfeQcion, thus 
far they affirm and hive a zeal for Chriſt: that in thar body of his 
fleſh, through that obedience to death , he crucified ovr 1d man, 
purged away ſin, made reconciliation far iniquity, and perfeRed for 
ever alt that are ſanA.fted,this they deny (asto me it appears) and 
the faith thereof. : | 

The Goſpel has in it morality and myſtery ; the morality of: it is 
this , that Chrift came forth from God, a man holy and innocenr, 
obedient 1n all things to the light or will of God , and left that obe- 
dience for an example unto others ; this ſets forth Chriſt onely. as a 
Law-giver, as one who came to give a Law more divine and perfe& 
than others Before him had done; and as thus ke is known by this 
people, andfet forth by their words and writings. The myſtery is 
| _ this 


TW” oo | 
this] that Chriſt the righteous, the bleſſed and Lord of the Law} was 
wade forus fin , a curſe and under the Law; that was we who be- 
leive, being theunjuſt, the curſed and under the Law, are made 
inhim the righteouſneſs of God , the bleſſed and no more under the 
Law. | ——_— 
| TheGoſpel, as a Commandment and peice of morality, may be 
read and beleived by every man, and fo was taught by the Popiſh 
School-men, and is at this day by ſuch Miniſters as are more zealous 
for duty than grace ; the Goſpel as a myſtery or free gift can onely 
be known to whom it is given, and ſo is clearly known and (incerely 
and worthily preached not by many : obedience to moral Princi«= 
ples is the divinity of Pagans; to the Law of Moſes the divinity of 
the Jews; to the preceptive partof the Goſpel of Jeſuites and Pa- 
-piſts; to the Light within of the fo called Quakers ; theſe indeed ex- 
cel one another asto Notion and Rule, butchey agree all in one as to 
principle or bottom, thatis, that work or obedience to ſome law or 
rule, is the way to redemption, perfection and God, the ſum of all is 
this,a Jeſus in fleſh as a Preacher of perfcRion, alſo as dying for an 
example to ns they beleiveand teach z the Jeſus thardyed,and there- 
in by bloud and ſpirit perfeted us for ever in himſelf, they deny, they 
know not: whoſocver deny the bloud of attonement in the death 
of Chriſt, know not the Son,nor the Father in him, northe grace in 
his boſom , nor ourglory ia him ; and to all ſuchin ſome bowels of 
compaſſion,] fay,you may walk a while,during your hour,in the light 
of your fire, and warm your ſelves in the ſparks you have kind!ed, 
conceits of approaching perfection and the glory of God by arighte- 
ouſneſs and croſs ſetup in your fleſh, but you ſhall not be able to 
ſtand before God and the Lamb in the day of his appearing , whoſe 
bloud, whoſe travels, whoſe ſacrifice on the Croſs i; of no more ac- 


count with you ? 


whether this people build up 4 righteouſneſs by the Law. 


He other Queſtion isreſoived in this, onely for fuller ſatisfaCti- 

on it may be weighed by it ſelf. The Law and Prophets teſtifi- 

fied of Chriſt, and continued till he came , who fulfilled all that was 
written therein, even the righteouſneſs of the [aw, whereby he was 
jaſtified according tothe Law; and fo it is faid, he was a Miniſter of 
the Circumcifion : being made thus under the Law or firſt Teſtament, 
he was to ſtand or fall, to live or dye upon accountof worksaccord- 
ing 


Cs (31) 
ing to the nature andterms of thac Teftament-he mas under , ns it is 
written , he that doth theſe — Hall liveby them , and therefore 
the reward unto Chriſt that worked was not reckoned vf grace , but 
of debt ; and fo he was made under the Law, fulfilled the Law,and 
was juſtified according to the Law. b 
That God requires the ſame obedience of us as of him, and that 
through offering up our-ſelves in the ſame obedience he did, we be- 
come juſtified in meaſure and degree according to the meaſure of 
obedience; being perfectly juſtified, when comeup to the fame 
meaſure of obedience that Chriſtdid , not before , this they af- 
firm. | 
The concluſion is this,that even as Chriſt by doing the works of 
the Law was juſtified according to the [.aw,after the ſame mannes by 
the ſame works done by us inthe ſame ſpirit , untothe ſame meaſure 
we become juſtified and accepted with God, that is, by the works of 
the Law ; the righteouſneſs of the Law faith thus, he that doth the 
will of God commanded in the Law is ſandified thereby, and ſhall 
live therein ; the righteouſneſs of faith fayes, hethar works not.but 
beleives the will of God is already done by the offering of the body 
of Chriſt,by this will is he ſanified and perfected forever ; oftheſe 
they take away the ſecond, and eſtabliſh the firſt, that is; the righte= 
ouſneſs of the Law, | 
God having wrought all things for us inthe Perſon of Chriſt, this 
is our righteouſneſs,and that Truth which is firſt ; God working all 
things in us by Chriſt is the fruit. or manifeſtation of our righteouſ- 
neſs,and that truth which-comes after ; theſe when together are both 
Goſpel-traths,yetintheir own order ; When thefirft is alone with- 
out the other, it is turned tntoa principle of carnal Libertiniſme 5; 
where this laſt is alone without the firſt, ir is madea principle of my- 
ical Legality : both theſe Trdths have their glory, bat in a different 
reſpc&R;the firſt as in Chriſt the Head,onely viſible to faith,therefore 
to the Children of Reaſon, the law and the letter not known nor 
diſcerned, nor by them deſired nor praiſed ; the other has its glory 
in the members, upon the fleſh, as therein ſeen and felt, therefore 
more <yesarcgponit, more admirers of it, and agreater name and 
ſhew thereof inthe world than of the other. Ob 
The Myſtery.of Gad manifeſt in fleſh was a miniſtrationef infi- 
nite neceflity asto-us , that thereby all finmight-firſt bertaken away, 
and the reconciliation made ; this being done in him4or-all-, made 
way moſt blefſedly forthe ragiay of God, Chriſt _ he 
; | | : rought 


- the midtt. of Heaven. preaching the Goſpel.of the Kingdom unto 


(33) - 7. 
brought forth : 1 cannot, I did not know Chriſt Jeſus a fountain of 


living waters in.me,until |: firſt knew and beleived that I was waſhed, 


fanRificd and fuſtified in him before any good done in me or by me: 
we lovenot hjm by bringing forth the truits of love ro himin our 
members, till we knew that he loved us firſt by the fruits of love ma« 
nifcſtcd for-us in our Head + Ged as having perfected me for ever in 

the body of Chriſt rhrough the Spirit, appears to me with open face 
as love, as light, afather and freind, as nigh me,l.in him, and he in 
me: God as having not ſaved me in himſelf already, fo he appears 

with a vail upon his face, the ſigh of him terrible, and:to come: near 
bim is conſuming fire ; can two walk together except they be a. 
oreed : 

Itis a faithful ſaying, and a ſure rule of judgement, and will Rand 

for ever ;. that asthe greateſt zeal for the ſacrificein the body - of 
Chriſt, excluding his ſpiritual appearance ja us,is a profeſſing kimas. 
afarre off, but not a joyning or bringing uscopgether into one; ſo. 
the molt ſpiritual pretences to Chriſt tn us,excluding the ſacrifice for- 
us-in the body of kis fleſh,'s to bring God and us together before we 
beagreed, that is, before the propitiation for fins or attonement be 
performedor done : woe unto them that profeſs they are brought 
nigh-unto God 1a the death of: the Mediatour , bart come not unto 
God by him in the ſpirit of him, theſe have onely the form, but nor 
the power of faichz woe unto thera that would enter in- or come. 
nigh unto God,excluding the death of the Mediator ,the Man Chrift 

Teſus, as the onely way unto him , ſuch have loſt both cheform and 

power of faich. Darkneſs and deluſionworks upon men by thefe 

two miftakes ; ſome preach Chriſt as the Read,but bring not men in- 

tounion with him ; others preach Chriſt as doing allthings in union. 
with-us, buthold not the Head as having done all for us in-bimſfelf; 

theſe condemn exch other, both-are condemnediby the childrenof 
faith-, who rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus ashaving overcome all things for 
us, as the Head over all things to us, and-who wait till the ſame yi- 

Rory be declared in us by bis appearancein us., 


Chriſt s firſt and laſt (omings what? ana a Qurſtion anſwered: 


"Oc farther ſatis/aRion , another great Queſtion concerning this 
Foote may be taken into ſerious and humble conſideration ; whe- 
cher may not they be that Angel of God that ſhould fly through 
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xll Nations 2 little before the £ ſhould come ? 

Two things ſearched out, may give light and reſolation herein ; 
the Comings of Chrift firſt and ſecond, and the laſt coming of Anti- 
chriſt : the Comings of Chriſt and his work in both are expreſſed, 
Hebr.'9.26,28, once inthe end of-che world hath he appeared to 
put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himfelf; ſo Chrift was once offer- 
ed to bear the (ins of many, and unto them that lo ok for him the ſe- 
cond time ſhall he appear without ſin unto ſalvation : the fleſh, ſin 
and death, with all the evils of mankind, were laid upon Chriſt toge- 
ther, who being the righteouſneſs, wiſdom and power of God could 
not be held of them, but as Saxpſox the newropes, ſo he rent them 
from off him on the Croſs, and together with his body buried them 
inhis grave , wherein a myſtery unknown to ſenſeand reaſon, but 
known to faith,they lie to this day hid and covered, taken out of the 
ſight of God, and the conſcience of the beleiver , as perfectly as if 
they had never been ; ſo that as the floud of Noah overwhelmed the 
old world, thatit was not ; or as. the Sun ſhining at noon-day van - 
quiſheth che leaſt ſhadow of darkneſs that it is no more, ſo hethar 
was the brightneſs of the Fathers glory, and the deep fountainof 
D ava, aboliſhed and purged away fin by himſelf thatit is no more :- 
if ſenſe, orreaſon, or the natural conſcience may be judgein things 
of God, theſe things are not ſo ; but !et all ſuch know, that this Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt is a myſtery hid from ſuch eyes or principles of fleſh : 
that Re'ip1on thar ſaith ſin is not done away for us in the Head , be- 
cauſe felt in part in our earthly members, whatſoever honour it may 
t:ke to it ſelf as above others, yer is but built upon the ſame princi- 
ples with all the falſe Religions of the world,to wit, ſenſe, reaſon and 
unbeleiving conſcience, that is to ſay, the Law, thus Chriſt's firſt 
coming was to take away ſin. | 
'* As Chriſt firſt appeared bearing and taking away ſin, ſo he ſhall 
appear the ſecond time without ſin, that is, not as at firit condemn» 
ins, bearing and taking away ſin, for th's hedid once when he offered 
up bimſelf: as he firſt came c'oathing himſelf upon with our fin, fo 
he ſhall come again cloathing vs-upon With his everlaſting righte=- 
ouſneſs; oncehe came in Grace, taking upon himſelf the (in , the 
ſentence that was upon us,then he ſhall come in more grace as having 
taken away ſin both from off us and himſelf: his firſt coming united 
him to our fleſh, and us unto him , all his were gathered together in 
him in one body on the Croſs, his ſecond coming fhail unite us toge- 
ther with him in one glory and ſpirirc, and ſhall gather all Saints into 
":Þ6-Þ "+ 4 


| ( 34) | 
one in himſelf , as,it.is ſaid, , The Lord,my. God: ſult came: and all his 
$4ints with thee : we whobelcive arcentered intoReſt, we haye Re- 
demption, perfeRion and life already , but hid in him ; we wait for 
the ſame at his ſecond. coming, not to be done over again , bur to be 
revealed inus: thoſe that ſhall crouble them who have beleived in 
Jeſus, by charging them of ſin, and calling to a Redemption as a 
thing yetto be done,or that ſhall declare him coming again to-chargs 
or accuſe his people of fin, toſetup in them a croſs of attronemear 
and redemption from ſin;fuch do make void his firſt coming in fle{b, 
Which was to bear away (in; ſuch are not the Angel that ſhall publiſh 
his ſecond appearance,which is without fin unto-ſalvation. 

Jeſus Chriſt in Perſon, as raiſed up aboye all Principalities and 
Powers, is the Head of his Church; a!l that are Ch:iſt's , whether 
thoſe that are fallen aſleep,or that yet remain alive,are ina myſtery, 
raiſedup already in him, as inunion: with their Head ; they are ſo, 
but they appear not ſo : as all that were Chriſt's were raiſed up to- 
gether with. him:when .was raiſed up, ſo they ſhall all come toge- 
ther. with him when he ſhalf appear again,the dead our of the graves, 
and the living chanzed, and all this by vertue of union, the members 
with the Head : as Chriſt is not Head in Spiritalone, but as the whale: 
Perſ-n;fo his ſecond appearance will not be in Spirit alone, but alſq 
in Perſon ; and as we are his members , not as to the Spirit alone, 
but: alſo.as to.the body ſpiritual , ſo our gatherins together unto the 
coming of the-Lord will not be in.Spiric onely , but alſo in the ſpirt- 
eaal body :- thus the coming of the Lord in-hisheavenly Perſon, and 
our meeting of him in our heayenly tabernacle or jncorruptible ſtate 
will be together; the.union of Head and Members,and the evidence 

_ of Scriptures -apreeing thereto perſwading me ſo: 

Let this union be kept clear as to our underſtanding; and entire 

from firſt to laſt , ſo ſhall the diſputes of many and the diverſities of 
their faith about the corning of the Lord be cleared and ended , and 
the profeſſions of this pe#ple will appear to be not according to 
Truth, who ſome of them ſay, to us the Day is come and the ſha-. 
dows are fled away; that Day being as the Lightening that ſhall ſhine 
fromEaſt to Weſt, that is, not coming to. ſome firſt, but to all thar 
are Chriſts rogether, bringinz forth Redemption, not of the Spirite 
alone, but alſo of the body,& bringing forth our Lord Jeſus, not onely 
inSpirit but alſo in Perſon,and witb.him all thatare his at coming. 

Wherefore our union-in Chriſt the Head;and his union with. us the 

members,are Truths of a diſtin'nature and conſideration : accord- 
: ng 
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£38) 
ing to the firſt we are in him compleart already ; according to the 0«. 
ther we know himin part, and grow up in meaſures: to bein him 
compleat is a ſtate more inward,mor hid,feen onely to faith ; te have 
him in us encreaſing and in part is a thing more in ſight, and ſeen to, 
ſenſe and feeling : learn and beleive your ſelves perfe&in him, and 
wait and groan for the maniteſtation thereof in your members ; let, 
no man ſpoil you of your reward in the firſt , if you would not fail. 
and come ſhort of thelaſt; live by faith alwayes in him, though the 
clear and comfortable ſenſe of him live not alwayes in you : thus: 
much of Chriſt his firſt and ſecond Comings. | | 


Anti-chriſt”s laſt coming, what and how. 


YOncerning Aati- chriſt in hislaſt coming it may be ſaid ; a con- 
jun&ion of carnalthings with ſpiritual, T.aw and Reaſon with 
Chriſt,was the Egg of Anti chriftianiſme,wherein that Kingdom be. 
can, and whereby it has been nouriſhed and continued. unto this: 
day : Circumciſion and Philoſophy ander the Pagan power;. Ce- 
remony and works under the Papal ; ſubtil ſpeculations in the dayes 
of the School-men ; and fair ſhews in the fleſh in theſe our times ;. 
all theſe in their ſeveral ſeaſons having been coupled and mingled: 
with the things of Chriſt, and ſtanding where they. ſhould-not, have- 
made Anti-chriſt appear asa myſtery, worſhipped and'wondered as- 
thetrue Chriſt. Intimes of light, or of the Apoſtles and firſt Chur- 
ches,he came forth ina miniſtry of light and righteouſneſs of works, 
that he might diſhonour.aod diminiſhthe righteouſneſs of Chriſt ;. 
in after ages as ſpiritual lights and truths decreaſed'and declined into. 
more carnality and darknef*,he likewiſe took upand worked by more 
carnal priaciples;. inlater times as truth has begun ts ſhine forth a- 
gain, he alſo has transformed himſelf into an Angel of light again. 
Thus the way and method of Antichriſtin general has been by a; 
Gmititade of truth to deface the Truth, or by leſſer truths ro oppoſe 
the greater, by p incipics of reaſon to oppoſe the things of faith, by: 
the 1: tter to oppoſe the Spirit,or by the Spiritas workingall ip'us tos 
oppoſe Chriſt z8 having wrought all for vs in himſel 
That Anti- chritt in his laſt coming will obſervethe ſame method 
as before, to wit, a counterfeit of truth ſeems to be exprefled by, the 
Lord himſelf in his ſpeech to. his Diſciples concerning Antichrift”s 
and his own laſt coming, Yath. 24. 5, 26, 27: WHany frull come in 
mM) Name,/aying.T am C brif : {one bet {ay he i inthe deſert,ſome in 
ha 77 TORI K tht : 
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the [cert chambers , but my coming ſhall be as lightening ſhining from 

Euſt to weſt. p 
The haſt Traths, or Truths laſt to be revealed beforethe coming 
of the] ord will be ſuch as relate to his coming ; ſpiritual whiſpers 
and voices from Chriſt tothe Virgins, behold I come quickly ; and a 
call of the Virgins one toanother, ſaying, let us go trim our lamps, 
and go forth to meet him, this will be. the work of the Spiritand 
Saints at that titne : Anti-chriſt will come forch inthe ſame form and 
languape , as ſviting with that ſeaſon, ſpeaking words not of mean 
and low ſtrain, but of high and ſpiritual things,I am Chriſt, or he is 
come; his doQtrine will be of things of note and wonder, deceiving 
and drawing many , behold he is in the defart, among us thelovely, 
deſpiſed,affiited and caſt out,not among the wiſe, mighty and noble ; 
behold heis in the ſecret chambers, not in the multitude, the aſſem. 
blies, the common wayes of Religton,but among us a people ſeparate, 
and pathered,and called out of the world into the more inward and. 
ſpiritual way : moreover he will come forth with power, all men, all 
things of the earth,thefaich,religion, ſouls and bodies of chem which 
profeſſed the Truth, but were not of the Truth , ſhall be given into 
hiskand, and be athis devotion ; the true Chriſt with his Church 
ſhall be aspoor , weak and inconſiderable in compariſon of him : 
laſtly, he will come wich ſignes ; the world looks for a ſign, and he 
will come with ſigns of light, zeal and holineſs; (igns tokens and 
wonders to ſight , ſenſe and judgement of all thatare notin Chriſt, 
fuch as if they were the very truths, workings and comings of the Son 
of Man himſelf ; onely the Ele&, ſuchas choſe not God , but were 
Choſen of him, ſuch as have not their life in gifts and workings in the 
ſpiritual vigour and aQtivity exerciſed in themſelves, but inthe reor 
of all this, that is hid with Chriſt in God ; who have their redempri- 
on, their life, their religion in ſomething that is perfect withour, 
and beyond all work in themſelves,that is,in Chriſt himſelf ; theſe are 
thoſe EleQ that have that in them which ſhall keep them that they 
cannot be deceived : he thatin that day ſhall have a name written in 
Heaven,that is a life compleat 1n Chrift, ſhall be greater than he that 
ſhall ſay, Lord in thy Name have we caſt out Devils, that is, we have 
prophefied and gone forthin the gifts, aRtivity and power of thy 

Spirit. | | 

Wherefore it may be concluded concerning this people and all 
other; whatſoever ſpirit or dotrine-inthem or any other ſhallteach 
the 


| | (37) 
the coming-of Chriſt to: make redemption or reconciliation in us:, as 
having not fulfilled the fame for us already in bimſelf , I teſtifie a- 
gainſtic, asno other but theold Law-working Spirit under a new 
name and form,and therein the power of Anti-chriſt coming forthin 
one of his higheft and laſt counterfeits of truth , thereby to pervert 
the faith, 'and draw awpy the eyes and expeRations of men from the 
erue Saviour,and bis true appearance,which alſo draws.near. 


An. account of the hope that is in me concerning the fir. and laft appear- 
ances of (, hiſt, 


COEITS both whoſe appearances, that-which is paſt,and that 
which is to-come;! ſhalt pive a ſhore account of that faich where- 
inT ſtand, from which 1 cruſt neither. Word nor Spirit ſhall ever res 
move me, That Jeſus Chrilt firſt manifeſt:in Aleſhcamae forth, not. 
onely as an example of PerfeQion ( as ſome ſay. ). nor onely as .a 
type or figure wi.hout of. things to be fulfilledin us.; nor onely. as a 
Law- giver (as others): but that in his own body on the tree,through 
union with the eternal Spit ir, he bore away and aboliſhed our finand. 
death, and fulfilled the Law and Prophets., wherein God ſo reſted 
and therewith was ſo well pl:aſed, that he ſignified the ſame by cau- 
ſingthe blackaeſs , darkneſs, thunderingsand lightenings of S524, 
in the midſt whereof he dwelt before, to paſs away, and the vail of 
partition: between him and us to rent.aſunder ;. beſides which re- 
demption there is none other cither before or after, by Angels. 
without ,. or. by Spirit withja , that is or ſhall be wrought as:to the. 
thing, bur onely as to tle manifeſta:ion thereof, 

That not by following his example, or by any.notk, but by faith I 
come to know and partake of this Redemption , which was.in beiog- 
before in him, but with other the. heavenly things hid in God, and in: 
time manifeſted to my faich and feeling ; ſo thatT began not to be. 
redeemed or loved whea I firſt belcived, but1 began by faithto be- 
told and enjoy that love and redemption which was prepared and: 
entire for me in him, before I had done either good orevil.; ſin and 
death being finiſhed, and my old man crucified before in bim as to 
God with whom all things are preſent; by faith I cometo know it, 
and do reckon with him, I am as truly crucified, buried and raifed up - 
according to the comprehenſiveneſs of his death and crucified Per- 


_- 


ſon,much more thanif the ſame had been aRed inand upon my own; 
Perſon. NY 


That; 
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"That white #ccording tomy inward man or ina myſteryTam in 
heavenly places above Law,ſin and death, yet for the exerciſe and try- 
al of faith,accorWing toſight, or my earthly man, I often walk in the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, in thefeeling of imfirmicies , buffet- 
ings and fightings inthe fleſh: thus Iam at once both weak and 
firong, onearth and in heaven finner and righteous ; thus I kno:;y 
my redemptionand victory as in bim compleat , while I feel the ſame 
redemption and victory , as in me butin part and encreaſing ; if my 
redemption were not more than wh:t1 feel, the Goſpel were rot a 
myſtery, nor faith would be any more thanſight, ror grace have any 
Slory. 

, That I look for Jeſus Chriſt to come in me more inSpirit , manj- 
feſting his death,his croſs and life in me,not thereby to makeattone- 
ment for ſin, but to gather me up throuph eaily dyings and quicken- 
ings into thetall ſight, union and profefiion of that redemption,and 
erace,and glory already given me freely in him: alſo] look for the. 
Appearance of the Lord Jeſuszs God and man, who ſhall enlighten 
the Saints with his'brightneſs,and ſhall cover the earth with his righ- 
teouſneſs , before whom all that which is againſt him ſhall be conſu- 
med by bim, -and that which is of him ſhall yeiltd up it ſelf to be per- 
fe&ed in him, as the leflerinthegreater ; this is my Teſtimony and 
my hope. 


Light,Purity and Power of thu people examincd what it ts. 


A Frer all that hath been ſaid, ſome may retain this perſwafion of 

this people, that they are a people of light, purity and power 
above all others: Asto their Light I would ſay ; That there is a Mi- 
niftry that knows Chrift onely as in an Hiſtory, and teach him fo, that 
preſſerth onely the outward letter according to principles of Law and 
natural Reaſon, 'but know not the myſtery and Spirittherein ; what 
they can comprehend by the letter and reaſon, that they teach, and 
what is more they do judge errour, hereſie, an@to their power op- 
poſeand perſecute ; this is a Miniſtry of darkneſs. 

There is a Miniftry alſo, that teacheth Chriſt onely as an Allegory 
or figure of things to be done in us,the croſs and bloud without one- 
ly typing and Ggnifyingthe croſs, and bloud, and ſpirit within us ; 
Moſes , Fohn and Chriſt with their ſeveral Miniftries being onely-as 
tranſient forms , figures and examples of another and more fpiritual 
Miniſtry within that onely makes perfect ; this doQtrine indeed bas a 
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glory withrhe natural min, or- No tha is leg by the mriphipla6, ct! 
Law or heightened Reaſon, hut has.nq glory. with afflied onne, who 
areundet workings of wrath. [and-lpgiled f all ;. les (het Maſters of, 
fuch doErites Wit ltcheir dſciptes know, the Lawwas an Allego-. 
ry or ſhadow of good thiags in Chrif,bad nouhing in x 6 bae ig 
nified all-in another, and referred usover to him ; thi; was butthe- 
weaknef+ and emptineſs of the kaw,it was but an Allegory.. - + 

So they that preach the Perſsn.of Chriſt, and Redemption in-him, 
tro beonely an Allepory of thirigs in us , ſuch ſer. nor forch Chriſt in- 
clory but weakneſs; -this-is the emptineſs of Chriſt ,-that he was 
bur a figure , having done nothing forus in himſelf, but onely pornt- 
10gus tO another, tlie Spirit to. work Redewpaon-in us; this is a:Mi- - 
niſry 6&f darkneſs, but under. a form of Eight: 6 ',, + 

Which ſers forth Chriſt ig moſt lighr,ler jt be judged, he that-ſayes-. 
Chriſt has already by himſelf done away the miniſtration of copdem«: 
nation and death,which was as a cloud of darkneſs ſpread over us, a$:. 
a thick vail before us, that we could not come unto God,.andin the 
place thereof hath brought forth-a miniſtration-of -riglteouMeſs and. 
life,whereby'a way is openeJ. into theholieft,jntothe light and glory! | 
of God; that. ſaith,Sing ob heavess, for the Lord hath done it, ſhont ye" 
Iawer parts of the earth, break; forth into, Puaing ye mountains, ob for- 
reſt andevery tree thirein., for the Lord bath redeemed Jacob and: glori- 
fied bimſelf inlſcael ; 21 things that were,agaialt us: are; overcome. 
on hi; croſs ,. and deſcended..into; his..deep grave for.ever.;, nothing, - 
remains butthar youreceiye this Saviour as having done all things: . 
for you, as working albthings in you ; or.he that ſaith, Chriſt came 
onceintothe world « Teacher of PerfeQion.,. and x living Example 
therein; but isnow come in us, ſetting up.a Law of: condemnation 
an death, wherein if we abide, and beartke indignaticn:of God. 


| au puniſhment of ſis, iq bjs Spirie and efter bis example; through 
theſe ſufferings a5” by the bloud of the Croſs. ſhall the Atonement. 
and redemption be made and perfeRted , if we be perfe&t in obedt-. 
ence; and that we. ere not to. beleive any ſuch tking that the bloud 
- of Chriſt withour taxes away-ſins; ſin.is not taken away,nor redemp- 

tion male till the ſam2 obegdience and ſufferiogs.be fwifilled-in us as - 
f in him :- this doArine becauſe pointing, co the bloud , the-Groſs, the 


Redeemer within. may by ſhiken.and-darkened .hearts.be called: a 
dodrine of light, butindeed ir brimgeth back theſhadows and ters 
rors of the Law again, r:membrance of ſin,. ſuffering, {acrifice, 
wrath'; ando far from being a Fight, that it ſhuts up the lioft , Price 
IJ # : and. ; | 


(49) ; 
an 4glory of God, that he cannot be ſeen any other waycs chan, 
through a vail far thicker than that of 2oſes. 

*Chriſt asappearing above all mountains, as Head over all Princi- 
palities and Powers to higChurch;fo he is a Light ; as by the bright- 
neſs of hiselory he has vanquiſhed thar darkneſs and death brought 
in by fin,ſo he is a light; as he has in himſelf the ſecond «Adam de- 
ſtroyed all that which came in by the firlt {dam , ſo he isalight, he 
that brings not this dorine makes Chrilt no more a Light, bur 
either a figure and example without , or at the beſt a Law-giver , a 
Aoſes and an Exattor within. | | 

Their Parity and Power examinea, what it 15. 
Here is a Purity that is ſo with men, but nor before God ; Rex- 

A ſon ſaith Man's nature is defiled by fin, and muſt be waſhed by 
our obedience; diſobedience ro God" was the defilenent ,, and by 
obedience and mortification we return to Parity ; but faith ſayes, 
Purity before God ts the conſcience purged by the dead body of 
Chriſt,and the heart purified by the Spirit of faith, beleiving the ame: 
who are moſt for ſpiritual Purity, they that beleive ſin already done 


away in him thaticame by bloud,warer and (pirit, and by union with 


him are therein waſhed and made cleanevery whic; or they who cons 
tend, ſin not yet done away,take away our righteouſneſs in the Head 
ſo pureand perfe&,and affirm our righteouſneſs ro bz but in part till 
perfection in obedience ? if bodily exerciſe or purifying the fleſh 
ſay beccalled purity, divers Monks and Jeſuites eſpecially of old 
may -claim'a name herein,who yet knew little of Purity by che r.ga= 
reouſneſs'of God: when almes, bodily chaſtiſements, retirement,n- 
to holy houſes,and going on pilgrimage was belcived as the way to be 
perfe&t, no wonder if this Religion abounded ; ſo where this Prin- 
ciple is received in Power, that obedience to the [ight within, and 
all the ſeveral a&s of that obedience til] come unto perfeRian arc 
the onely Redemption and way to be perfe&; to ſee z-al and exat- 
neſs, labours and ſufferings, denying the pleaſures, faſhions and cy- 
ſtorms of the world in ſuch,tis not ro be wondered at : to purifie.the 
earthly members by the ſpirit is good, while the inward Man abides 
25 ina more excellent way purified in the Head 5 but ro purifie the 
members, as reckoning it ogr redemprion, our righteouſneſs, all ſuch 
Purity is ſin, blindneſs and Idolatry, a 
Laſtly,as to their Power; the Laws mighty to kill, becauſe of ſin, 
weak to fave,becauſe of the fleſh ; he that rakes out of our ſight our 
righteouſneſs as in heaven, in theLord already prepared, bringans 
2 e210 - Pac 
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OP WEIS , oe Ol ear; 
back into weakneſs and bondage agatn, and leaves ns without light or 
ſtrergrch to withſtand in the hour of temptation that may come ei- 
ther. by ſpirits from without, or our fleſh from within : that doQtine 
that declares our liberty,victory &triumph to be already in being in 
Chriſt the Head,” that (hews us a life given-unto us above all ſpiricual 
aCtings,cxerciſes and comforts feltin our ſelyes,a life, liberty and pers 
fection hid in Chriſt, this doctrine brings power and a ſpirit of 
power, "Gs 54 , 
Compleatneſs in the Head without Law or work, being beleived 
and learned, gives a ſpirit of judgement over all ſpirits and doAtrines, 
intereſt and kinds of life, anda ſtrength of righ:eouſncſswhich pre- 
ſerves from the evils of all : whilſt this-I ruth lay hid, the Church was 
in bondage unto the elements of the world, will- worſhip and monkiſh 
holineſs having over: ſpread all ; inſtability and unfairhfu!neſs co this 
Truth does at this day deliver up many unto principles and practiſes 
not according to Chiilt : thus where righteouſneſs in the Head with- 
out work is denied, there is neither light, purity nor power, though a 
ſhew of all: ſpeech, or words and outward appearance Was one 
tking,and power anatter v.ith him that ſaid,! will know not the ſpeech 
of them that are puffed vp, but their power. mw: 
 Oppeſition and perſecr tion that is raiſed againſt this people, what to 
be thought of it. | 
Aving giventh's general view of this peop'e and their way, Ihall conclude with a 
Tora concerning the oppoſition and perſecurion that is every where practiſed a« 
gainſt rhem,and my ſenſe thereupon. The oppoſition made againſt rhat orany way 
that pretends to be of God, may be ſaid toprc ceed either from ignorance, or enmity, or 
- truth. As tothe firſt, they thit have-not the Spir it of light in themſelycs oppoſe the ſame 
and the very appearar ce of the ſame in others ; the Religion and faiih of the greateſt 
part of the Nation is no more but tradirions of others,or inventions of their own rea- 
ſon ; the teachings of God through the Son and Spirir being things they knew nothing 
of, and therefore the more lively , i ward and fpirirual manifcRations of Tru hthcy 
op poſe : being in darkneſs themlelycs thty know not the light nor the workings of it in 
others,and therefore think ho'man febs morethanthemſc]ves,and lo meaſure all things 
by themſelves ; by this ſort of men is this way every where ſpokenagainit, bec2ule un- 
der ſhews of light and ſpirir ir teſtifies againſt them 35 in darkneſs and che Aih: as to 
this, I rcRifie againſt the Nation as figtters ag2inft God, while they tynorantly cpp :ie 
any ſpiricor way, whether it þe of God,or do but appear to be'o. Chriſt and the lighe 
of him is an offence tothis world, rherefore is this way ſuck an cffence, becauſe having 


ſome reſemblance of him, 1h ugh to me no more ; what is done againſt them, though 
it be not done againii him, yet isdone as 3gai: ſt him , andike Nations {in is nct the 
_—_— have has ataR of Light and Truth,and begun inthe Sp rir, but are returned 
Lack to the fleſh, and are ſit down at eaſe in their forms and interelts; and haring leſt 
their fitnplicity, ſavour and love to the intereſts of Light and Truth, the Goſpel and 
Kingdom of Chriſt ; further meaſures ard manifcltztions «f ChriR and -__ 
"> 4 | 2 
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of: obedience therera re ap.mych an offence rothem;ag the oo meaſuresrkereeft are to 
the other: itinred forms of words and worthip were the intereſt of rhe Biſhops ; ſtint- 
ed meaſures of Hyht and profeiion are the intereſt of theſe 3 thoſe wereat war with 
every thing thu was'befide their form, becauſe againſt-their intereſd; theſearc ar, warr | 
with wha: is beſide their mezftire;, Fequuſy againttaheir interxeſ{ while rhetyranny of 
Princes and idolatry, of Religigns was hc ry, Upon them, thut Righteouſneſs and Light-, 
was (weetthat, redeemed and lcd them out : Liberty.ani pleaſures in the fleſh having 
fince Alitteted them into the policies principles and cuſtomes of the world, they take up 
theſame weapons againſt encreaſes of ligh:and refermation ln.others, which thcir op» 
prefſors took up againſt the beginnings of it in themlely:s; by this ſore are this people 
ard ozhers oppoſed. and perſccuged, becauic pretending to higher meaſures of light - | 
righteouſneſs thzn they can hear; unto ſuch 1 [ay,it is a ſhame and ſadneſs in ſach a day 
as this,thar for meer differences and offences abuur ſpiri:ual things, where no more oc- 
cilionis.given,men ſhbu!q be'delivered up unto bongs, priſons and uareaſonable men : 
let them live under you in peace., who break not your peace ; let therrue: Jeivs and the 
true Goſpel-ſpirir ſhine foxth more Ia our hearts and wayes ,and there will not need the 
arm of fleſh.cither againſt the Whore or the Beaſt, ſpiti.ual or ourward enemijes, 

Tru-h as it is in Jeſus is the onely principle whercby to oppoſe crrour}, unto wh'ch 
Truth I dohere'beir witneſs,and have.ſo far herein appeared againſt this people,as they 
have to me appeared againſtthe t-uth in Chriſt : diſpures and ſtrifes among brethren 
diylded in the lettcr,where the ſpiric is one, I avoid and forbear : Enmity and oppolition.. 
againſt ſpiritual enlightenings in o:hers has bcen the fin of many in this Nation; ifT - 
had been left to my own heart, I ſhould haye been as they ;, buta ſearching for more 
light,and a readiaeſs to receive it has been ny frame, havi»gthrough grace learned, that. 
one beam of true Goſpel-light is more worth tha the feading of many b6'jks,; more. 
migh'y.than all che. Kingdoms of the world-withall their policy , force and. greatneſs, 
The difference between me and this people is ( as T judge) 'no other but whar is be=. 
tween them and Chriſt; not abcut words,or poltures,or.giits,or operations, bur abour.- 
the bloud,the attonement,the perfon of ] clus Chriſt ;. if after divers confcrenges,read- 
ings and hearings their words and writings, 1 could haye found the diffcrence no-more- 
than ia gifts.and meaſures of light and.knowledge, if 1 could have found them holde 
ing the Head, the Perſon of the Mediatour and, compleatne(s in him by fakh, 1 (ould 


» . 


have been ſilent and Rudied unity withthem. bf 
God indeed is Love , but Chriſt conung toreh, as righteouſneſs. and pezce was the. 
manifeſtation of .this Love,in him is our victory,liberty and ſongs, this Truth. ſenſe 
fecls not, reaſon cannot reach,law vails it,fleth ard bloud reſiſt jt, ſpiritual wickednefſes' 
i2 all fal'e Religions Gght againſt .ic ; if our fairh.and fight hereof be taken from us,we ' 
are delivered up to the power of ſome of theſe earthly AE 144? and worldly principles 3 as 
this truth is darkened or denyed by this people , I haye appeared for it ; it has been my. 
light herein by which I have written; as ir isopened or ſhut upon my heart, Tdid here-' 
io go oritand Rill; if it had pleaſed the Lord.to have encreaſed. my lightand fai:k here- 
In, I might have written wich more evidence and power ; thax litle ſirength' that has 


been eng 1 have aot denied, not knowing what uſe it may be of, * 
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Aw account of the Faith of this people in the ſeveralt parts ana 
.principles thereof being made publique by a chiefe-Leader of 
that ph! haps. in his Book called Love to the Loft; 
T1 ſhall gather up every principle by it felf into a frort and 
juſt ſumme 5, and therewith the principles of truth , accor- 
umg tothe Prophets and Apoſtles, whereby we may come to 
an underſtanding both.of their faith and the truth, and to 
a right judgement of their agreement or difference -there- 
with z in doing of which I truſt the Lord of light and truth 
ſhall ſo command me, that T ſhall preſent this faith to others, 
as their own writings preſent it to me; and alſo ſet out the 
faith of Chriſt no atherwiſe then as it is in him. 


Concerning the fall of man, 


JH? ſumme of things ſpoken by him is,that.Gods own wiſdom 
g. and power or Spirit was placed in man,zwhereby he had power 
to be the Sonne of God; and Ruler aver all the creatures ; this was 
the ſtate of the firſt man ; that mans .departing out of Gods own 
wiſdom and power or fpirit,pur:into himgand joyning to another, 
the diſobedience tntred.in 3 -Gods own wiſdom and ſpirit remai- 
ning yet in him;but asa-Captive;this was his fall : that by looking 
and curning not to any thing without, but to that of God lying 
under and covered within him,the ſame makes attronement in him, 
and reconciles unto God through his yielding up himlelfe there- 

unto,which is the blood of the Crofle ; this is E Reds mption. 
The account of truth is,chat the firſt man Adam was made a li- 
ving ſoul,r Cor.15.had a beam of light, & power, & glory cf God, 
as to that appearance of him to the firſtcreation , yet ſtil] bur a 
living ſoul, nota quicknigg ſpiric : as to his outward.part,carth- 
Jy,not heavenly, created of earth,and feeding upon things created: 
as tohis inward, naturall not ſpicituall ; that is, having in him 
the perteQion and beauty of a.created-wiſdom and power, not the 
eternall wiſdom and power; acandle of light, nat the Sunne or 
fountain of light it ſelf : by that in him he ſaw the Godhead as 
- Light, righteouſneſs, and power, but as giving a law,and a ſentence 
of death; thus God appeared _— to the firft creation he 
| aw 
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[iw hinrnot as ble Hiehrlete © fneſs,and power, by himſelf ful- 
fling the-law; and aboliſhing death : this appearance as then lay - 
hid-in God; referved.co be brought forth--in the ſecond creation z - 
thus was man in'his firſt eftate. 

| That by one mansdifoubedience many were made ſinners; Adam 
was ſo onezthathewas many.in one; as the root before the bran= 
ches is one , yet many asa root: departing from the comminde- 
ment, and therein from God , he difobeyed anddicdy yer not as 
alone,but weall in his:loynes: the coot being unholy,(o were the 
branches 3 all fleſh was:defiled in him that was the father of all 
fl:(h 3. his-fione and death like a. flood having overflown himſelf 
and all the earth -with a curſe. This was his fall, andall ours in 
him. | 

That by the obedience: of one ſhall many be made righteous 2 

Chriſt was Oacgas to perſon, yet many in One in a myfterie : (o 
his obedience was not the righteouſneſſe of ene, but of all in him : - 
not by looking back and'recurning to the firſt Adam made a living 
ſoule, or the glory of the Godhead fhining forth upon him ; bur 
by looking out of every thing in man to the ſecond Adam, madea 
—_—__ z..and. the grace of God ſhining forth'in him: + 
through the bIood of his croffe, we are redeemed, and that not un= 
w the righteoufneſs. of-:the firſt, but of the ſecond:4dam : thus 
Chrifttcrucifed was that v iſdom hid in God before the world un- - 
to-our glory, norknown by the naturall or firſt man,. neither bee 
forenor after his fall : if there be that in the naturall: man, whick 
bring turned into and followed-can-redeem and make atonement - 
for him (as this man ſayes) then the blood of Chriſt is of no mare. 
&>&& ; butdothis and live... 
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Concerning Light and Life. 


Heſaithz chat-the light ſhining in every man is Chriſt the *true-* 
light and life of men. That the going out of this Light is the cauſe 
ofall falſe Religions, Sets, anderrors ;z that redemption out of - 
all theſe, out of finne and death: is by. the Light wichin. all, men as 
minded and obeyed; that a righteouſnefſe done as far as Iydia, and 
preached as far as Corinth, where the ſame is-not done in us, is the - 
profeflion of Phariſees, hypocrites. o | 

Faith faies,that God manifeſt in the fleſh , and his glory: ſhining ! 

forth in the. man Jeſus, yanguiſhing and doing away theminiſtra- - 


tion}: 


.. tion of the Jaw,'fin,and "I >, by his own righteouſneſs ad 
life, as excclling in glory, this is the Chrift and light of-men ; the 
word made fl: ſh as the Mediatour,having purged away our fins by 
himſelf, ſo he is light unto us,the ſame world as the ſpirit of reve- 
Jation in us, ſo heis light within us , ſo he isnot light in every 

> MANe 

That. wiere faith in the blood of the Mediator is not, there is 
darkneſs the-mother of Errors, and all falſe Religions ; every cf 
which are more or leſs bottomed npon the Law in the Conſcience 

- that is the light within, righteouſneſs by obcdience or * work: be- 
ing the. Root of all, rhey only differ in the Rule ; ſome are for 

Moſes, others4or the Alchoran, others for Holy*Church, theſe 
for the Light within. That the rightec uſneſs done in- Indie, and 
Preachcd at Corznth is the light that ſcatters the Redemption, that 
leads out of all erring Religions, from fin and death, end that 
the Righteouſneſs as faras India (a'term of diſhonour by them 
- put upon it) is to the true ſpiritual beljever not confined in the. 
'Land of Ind:a, but according to the-DivinePerſon in -whom it 
Is, is extendea unto and. upon. all that believe, as a garment 
ſpread . upon them for the covering of: fins, a fountain of life 
within them for the waſhing away fan. 


Concerning Righteouſueſs. 
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ouſneſs that way. = | LEES: 
The Goſpel-faith fat #,. that the. Righteoufneſsthat juſt £41 
s nor as'Man alone, bat as God-man'tn 


Chriſt not as God aj6ne, -man tn 
one, who being mndefin for us, did moſt gracioufly aud gloti- 


...ouſly upon the Croſs aboliſh and overwhelm fin, condemnation 
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and the Curſe laid upon his flefb, by that Omnipotent cightxpyt 
neſs, life and bleſſing that was in his God head, Par. of TITRE. 

That not by the works of God in us,but by thework of Gutth:- 
Chriſt, with che. brightneſs of his Ex purging away our 4in-4t. 
11 2 4 
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himſelf are-we ROTOR, | ..f only through faich's Re«- 
demption. isa work wholly and entirely in the Perſon of Chritt as 
Head, revealed and given unto us-through faith, and confeffcd 
and manifeſted by works : by once offering of his body he hath- 
perfected for ever all that. are his; he that-truly believes this 
!3 perte&ly purged,and there 15no more Conſcience of {tn thoughr 
yet the fceling of fin z by this faith is the creature made perfeft in 
righteouſneſs at once as In Chrift, by the Light within he is nog 
made perfe& till obedience be pertettcd; judge whicher Docrine 
leads to perfe&ion. 

That the righteouſneſs of Chrift as a covering apon {in preſenting 
the believer in-him as righteousto God,while ungo?'y and in fins, 
as tohis own ſenſe, is a myſtery of God that never entered into the 
h-art or invention of man ; but that righteouſneſs that covers us 
no further then our works, is the invention of man's reaſon, the 
very life and ſoul of all-falfſe Religions: the $-t is Feruſalem a--- 
bave, bringing foich her children unto Jibcriy, Joy and reſt, as - 
compleat in the Lord; the laſt is firjeiem Senegth, bringing ' 
forth to bondage, and. hanging aown the: Head, labouring 
for a perfeion inthe ficſh, nor difcerning-that already in the 
Lord. Was the woman that touched but the hem of Chriſt's gai- 
ment made as whole as they whom he touched with his hand? 
were the Diſciples chat ſat at Jeſus his feet made clean every whit, . 
as he that leaned in his boſome ? or was as the Child while under 
Tators and _Governeurs yet heir of all things? and is it: nor- ſo + 
now ? doth God meaſure out his-Jove and everlafiing righteoufs 
neſs by inches and ells nccording to our obedience -as men in a 
bargain? what grace orglory is. in ſuch a faith ?-where ſuch a 

 Galpel is received, judge what is their ſpirit;unmercifu}; cenfori- 
ous. Let theſe people know, . that the righteouſneſs as in the 
Lord thaugh now leaſt in fight (hall be a ſh1dow,a Cover, a Cloud. 
upon Saints under which they ſhall be ſafe, where righteouſneſs 
as only withingor the Light within where the blood is not,though 
now having a glory wich Religious Reaſon and unſtable ſouls, 
ſhall be condemned. as found wanting : let Saints ſtand faſt in 
cheir Liberty in Chrift,, while infirmity is in themſelves, yet let 
them look for. the Revelation of ic in themſelves, if it may beto: 
{wallow up all inficmity ; let fuch as boaſt of their Liberty: ir 
zhe Lord, and defire not to be- gathered into it in their members, 
know, they haveneicher libecty-in him nor in thenaſelves; - x be, 
| "a 04 -- 


(51) 
Concerning the Word. 


They ſay, That the Light within alt men is the word of God; 
ſafficient in it felt without any other word for Counſel and* 
ftirenzth : that. this word or light inall men is that of which the 
Scriptures were given to declare, and can be undertood only by 
it; Thac chis Light vr word be obeyed, wafheth, cleanſeth, and con- 
formecth man to Go4,and this is the Rzconciliation.The inference. 
I the light wichia ev:ry man þe the word, the Goſp®}, then al! 
Aves have had, all Nations have had the Goſpel in <quality of - 
Lighr and fulneſs, if they would obey it; then Moſes, Prophets 
and Chriſt were al] bur as one in Aathoricy and Miniftery ; equal 
and one, that is, t:fiifying and pointing to the light within men, 
not co che ſon of Dizvid, the Mediator, him that came as none 
before him, nor after ſhall, by Spirit, Water, and Blood, 

Truth ſaics, that the light within every man, is the remaining 
ſparkle of that Law or light that God ſetup in greater glory in' 
the ficft or natural min, and ſerves in all Nations as the Candle 
of the Lord, repreſenting God on]y'as under a vail, that is; accor- 
ding to the Law, and by things that are made. : ” 

Thar Chrift came in the fleth, in himſelf fulfilled the voices of 
the Law and Prophets, and put an end to their Miniſtery, as being 
the Miniſter by whom Ged would ſpeak in the laft times; this is 
the Word, the Oracles, Figure, ani Tables, with all the divers 
manners of God's ſpeaking under the Law, bing atf to ferve kur 
for @ ſeaſon,. and to be ſilent when he came who was the Living 
Word, Chriftis the Word according to a twofold Miniftery ; 
as without us in fleſh, dying for our fans, end riting for our ju- 
fiification, ſohe was the Miniſter or Living Word of reconcilia-- 
tion ; as within his in ſpirit, ſo hes the inward Wbrd br Sniriv: 
of Revelation ; rheſe two Miniſtries arenot one withour the other, 
both are needtal for us, yet each in their order ; Chriſt's Mini- 
ftry in fl-ſh muſt firſt make way for his Miniſtry in S: tit; cill the 
Word ©f reconciliaiion had finifnzd hiswork of redceniing us to 

God by his blocd,; the ſpirit of 'revelation could not come; as 
It rs ſaid, the Spiric was not given becaute thar Jeſas was not glo- 
rifed; if ro redsmption by his blood in thai Miniftry wichour,.- 
thinno Revelarion'ot the Spirit of grace within 3 this people be- 
lievenotihe ficft, therefore they have not the laſt 55 but 1 entreavr 


(5? 
+ «\them to hear, that the blood, (5 Ko the grace,: the crucified 
' body of the.man Chriſt was and is to the true biliever as the loug! 
.yoice of God, ſpeaking reconciliation and redemption to be al-. 
ready finiſhed 1n himſelf, not to be done in us; as it is written, 
.when he had ſaid it is,finiſhed, he gave up the ghoſt; by that Mis= 
nifty wichour in fleſh he brought us unto God, by that Miniſtry 
of his ſpirit he reveals God in us; this Chriſt is the Word as in- 
both theſe Myfterics, and one is not without the other, but the- 
 Lighe within every man knows him 1a neither; therefore together 
 Wwich-the Law wich-which it is one, ought to give place. 
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Concerning Worſhip. 
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He affirms,. that the ſpirit of life from.God, wherein is the 
mind, will, and love of God, the Name, power, and wiſedom of 
Chriſt, wherewith alone God can'be acceptably worſhipped js 
in every man ; that the way whereby the movyings of this ſpiric. 
of life and leadings may be ſeen and attained, is the Light within 
every man, and waiting therein ; that the light or ſpicic within 
every man is the pattern of true worſhipz they who abide and 
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. ſerve God therein,deny —"_— worſhip and Religionsof the world, 
e 


and are well plecafing to the Father ; they who go out of this lighe 
into the letter or any thing without, go.into the dead works and 
worſhips, darkneſs and Idolatry. 

The word of faith ſaies, that the law without or ſpirit in every 
man that ſaiesdo this and live, arc the: vail, and do keep them 
that are underit in the firſt Tabernable, that is waſhings, righte- 

-ouſneſ*, redemption by obedience ius; that Chrit's dead body 

- was the rending of the vail or firft Tabernacle and the way into 
the holieſt, through which we draw nigh unto God by the faich 
alone of Chriſt crucified for us)” Without works to abide in any 
:Jaw;or light whatſoever either from witkin or without, and to be 
exerciſed therein, .as to be redeemed or perfe&ed thereby, this is 
#0 worſhip God according, to the Law, and-asin the fleſh; bur t@ 
= worſhip God as already-redeemed from the Law, fl:(h, and fin, 

+ asalready freed and ſet up-through faith-in. the life, ſpiric, and 
igheeovlncls of Chriſt ; . this is. co worſhip the father as in ſpirit 
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which is all one; but by the hearing of faith, or Chrift revealed” 
in the ſoul as the end of all Lzws, curſes and evils, and the ful- 
neſs of all good things unto us; that principle placed in all -men- 
may lead unto a ſpirit of fear, zeal and aftivity for God in the 
Contemplations of him as a pure and holy God ; but "tis a far- 
other principle, that is, Chriſt crucified for us, and the faith: of 
him that leads unto that ſpirit of peace, power, and joy, in the” 
bcholding of God as ourtather in him; ſo then that ſpirit that ' 
{h:ws the commandment, and-leads to the fervices thereof to be 
redeemed thereby,is a ſpirit which all men may zttzin unto; bar 
that ſpirit that reveals che things freely -given- of God without 
Law or ſervice, is that ſpirit that is notgiven unto all ; nor eyes 
nor car, nor heart of min tan ſ{eeor find this out; he'only de- 
ſcends and blows where he lifts; neither being received Can he be 
retained any longer then he pleaſeth,no more then we can reſt: ain + 
the breath in our noftrils; that ſpirit exerciſeth tht ſervants there-- 
of with labour and hard bandage and then kills'them, as-prefer- . 
rivg the commandment of the Ofid before the blood of the New 
and everlaſting Teftament;; this makes his Children free and faves 
for eyer, as rejoycing inthe Head, and: having. no contidente in 
the fleſh or the works done therein, : - ci 
That the pattern of crue worſhip is Feſus Chrift 'as: the Oracle 
ſpeaking from Heaven, and the Goſpel as the Preacher on earth 5 
the one being the ſubſtance of Heavenly things themſelves, the o-- 
ther but the Copy ; that doQrine or ſpirit whatſoever It may - 
feem, that calls you to the light in every man* and: to thar alone” 
as the only pattern'of faith and-worfhip,doth bot build up a wor- - 
ſhip upon the ſame foundations with the wor fhips of the world... 


- 


% 


that is, righteouinefs by the Law, and ſerves to no other end - 
then to blot aut the true attonement, the blood and water, that:” 
fountain of healing in the Perſon of Chriſt, with the very name 
and remembrance therect, to bring forth inftead thereof another 
attanement tobe made in our perſons, which in true ſenſe is- no -- 
other pur che righteonfncls of the Law. 


He Gichthatthelight within every man is that Spirit of truth 
which jadgeth alldecois, burt'can be deceived by none: that to di- - 
vide 0s g9 aus fram this Spiric or lights errour, andthe mother” 
fall falſe worſhip, and Religions,:- "7 
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'Jt has been-before proved , 9. light within all menis the 
-candle of the Lord in every naturall man revealing the law and. 
- the offences againſt that law ; but the Spirit that reveales the gifc of 
grace by one man JeſusChrift the naturall man neither knows nor 
can receive, 

There are thrze that bear record in heaven, and they are one; 
there are three that bear witneſs on earth,and-they agree in one 3 
God {ending forth his Son in oar fleſh for.a propitiation for fins, 
this is the witneſs of the Father,as the fountain of grace and truth; 
Chriſt comming forth as the Image and brightneffe of the Father, 
purging away our fins by. himſelf, and returning 'to God, this 'fs 
the witneſs of the Son, as the fulneſs of grace and truth ; the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt coming into our hearts, revealing the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt and the life of Chriſt in us, this is thewicneſs of the 
Spirit, 

"Now among theſe witneſſes there is-ſfuch an. Unity, - that he that 
denies one, denies all; the witneſſes are one and their teſtimony 
one, yeteach in their order; the Father ſpoke, and appeared, and 
"bowed himſelf to fgnners, but ſo as in the Mediator the man 
'Chriſt ; the Son redeemed finners,but ſoas kedid in his own body, 
'notin oursz;the ſpirit comes unto ſuch,but ſo as he leads them into 
the Light and fulneſs of Chriſt, not'the light in every 'man; to 
dividefrom any of theſegor.toſet.one againſt another is Error; Jews 
and Turks beiieve in God, but not as in-the Son;they divide trom 
the Son, and ſo havenat the Father ; the litteral and carnal Pro- 
feſfors after a ſort believe in God as in the Mediator, but deny his 
ſpirit in their hearts; theſe divide from the ſpirit, and ſo have 
neither the Son.nor the Father; this people believe in Ged as by 
theLighe within men redeeming from fin, but not as in the 
Man Jeſus having done italready.; and ſo deny the witneſs of the 
Son, and have neither Son nor Father, 

Chriſt is the band of unicybetween God ard men; in him 
Mercy, and Truth, .righteouſneſs and peace do kiſs eath other; 
-in him, God and finners are met. together, reconciled, and at 
unity ; In him:God comes down to | -oapak 5 by bim we come 
unto God; in him the blefſed Divinity, and the ſeed of Abraham, 
that is the humane nature are in covenantzin union; the Covenant, 
the union was made by .the Crofs, by blood, -by the bedy of 
Chriſt, this was the Sons witnefle.; take heed, he that divides you 
from che San and this his witneſle, ſets you at ſacha diffe 
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with the Majefty of God, as * lighe nor ſpirit within you can 
.attone or make np; thus Error is not to divide from the Light 
within all men, but from .Chrifſt the Head , the fulneſs of all 
Truth, in whom we'only ſee and have the Father and Spiric,and 
wicho ut whom all Religions are fleſhly ar myſtical Idalatries, 


Concerning Faith. 


He ſaies, the meafure or light of God tu every man is Gods 
righteouſneſs, perfeftion; that turning Into this righteouſneſs 
and adiding therein, is the receiving of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
by faith 3 that by waiting in the light within through faith and 
obedience thereto rightcouſneſs is wrought In,and urrighteouſneſs 
wrought out; and fo che creature is made free from fin, not a 
word of che Faith in the perſon of Chrift,or the operation of God 
in him for us, 


The ſcope of their DoQrine herein, and- in all the height and 
depth of it, ſeems plainly this, that a meaſure of the eternal Di- 
vinity Is in every man, by turning whereinto, out of all ſayings, 
writings, perſons, operations, Scriptures, or Chriſt without, the 
ſame doth through obedience therero.deftroy and purge away fins 
our of us, and ſo redeems and reconciles unto God. 

The precious faith ſaies, that the eternal word manifeſt in fleſh, 
being the ſubſtantial fulneſs of the Divine life and rightcouſneſs, 
and having thercby vanquiſhed in his fleſh, and/buricd in his grave 
our ſins and death with all powers viſtble or inviſible chat were 
againſt ug, this is he who is the pure, perfe&zand acceptable rightc» 
ouſneſs of God. 

That to look away from all the voices and condemnations of 
the .Law without, or conſcience within, from all things in our 
fl-th and heart, whicher good or evil, unto the perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelt; and co believe him co be our righteouſneſs,{alva- 
tion and liberty, as in the hidden myfterie of faich z which toour 
ſenſe or earthly members we are in inficmicies, buffetings, aud 
bondage; this is to receive the righteouſneſs of Chriſt by faith 
the faich of things not ſeen to fenſe and reaſon, yet hid in God. 

Thatby him all that believe are juſtified from all things by the 
Law of the ſpirit accaxding ro the Conſcience, from which they 
could notbe juſtified by TE Moſes without, or the work of 

. Ge 
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the Law: written: within according to the i-th ; by the eternal 


Tpirit in the blood of Jeſus were fins waſhed away in the perſon of 


-hriſt before either faich or work ; by faith the fame is brought 
to light in the Conſcience, by the works of faith is manifeſt in 
the body ; asI am ia the fleſh I labour between light and darkreſc, 
feſh and ſpirit, in fightings, in work; as I am in Chrift, I am 
entered into reft and victory,.and know no more work but Chriſt 
tobeall; thatfaith that cannot ſee juſtification in Chriſt rill fall 
mortification in the fleſh, will be found to be thar fleſhly Reaſon 
that cannot enter within the vail, that is, beyond the Law, ſenſe, 
and reaſon. 

Let theſe*things be weighed,that the purging away ſin by a 
meaſure of God or light within, is a baptiſm. deviſed by reaſon, 
and may waſh away the filth of the fl:ſh before men, and hath a: 
glory inappearance but the anf wer of a good Conſcience in the 
death and refurre&ion of the man Jeſus, will be found tobe the- 
Baptiſm that ſaves before God, and brings forth the true glory 
within. 

That this people ſeeking after righteouſneſs by perfe& obedi- 
enceto the light within, andthe Jews ſecking it by obedience ta 
the Law of Moſes without, areboth in one ſpirit and under one 
taw of work ; and differ no more but in the Copies of the Law ; 
thoſe ſay, the Law in the Conſcience js holy, juſt, and pure,. and 
dy obedience thereunto the unholineſs and fin is taken away 3 - 
theſe ſay the Law upon Tables of ſtone is holy, juſt, and ſpiritual, 
and by obedience to it they think to attain righteouſneſs; let 
both theſe know, that neither the letter of the Law without, nor 
the light of the Law within, how holy and pure ſoever, but 
Chrift Jeſus crucified as the end of both, and faith in him is that 
which ſhall preſerve men blameleſs and without ſpot before him at 
his coming ; all other coverings, whicher by Law; letter, or light - 
within,if without that in him,(hall be coo ſhort in-that day. 


Concerning Hope: 


He ſaith, to hope that that of God in every man or a Chriſt may 
be revealed to take away fin; to give freedome from fin in this 
life, is the pure, the reaſonable hope that makes not aſhamed ; . 
that'to hope ſalvation while the witneſe in the Conſcience con» 

acxtins bf fin, is the Divels hope, and the unreaſonable hope 3 Hot . 
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they who have this hope, look only for ſpirit, light, word, . and 
righteouſneſs without, and deny the witneſs within, and Chrift 
within the hope of gloiy. | 

To believe Chritt bath already once in the end of the world 
appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, whereby we 
are ſaved through faith according to the inward man, Heb. 9.26, 
1 Fohn 3.5 andtoJook and long for him to appear again with= 
out fin unto ſalvstion and redemption of the body or outward 
man; this is the lively hope that makes not aſhamed, that gives 
perteQion and ſtrength in him, while yet poor and wanting in 
our ſelves. 

T hat to reſt in hope that I am ſaved already from fin and wrath | 
in Chriſt the Head through his blood and ſpirit,whiles. conſcience 
condemns of fin in my fleth ; this is the hope againſt hope, the 
hope of grace and faith, againſt the hope of Law and conſcience, 
or ſenſe and feeling 3 this 1s the hope unreaſonable indeed accor- 
ding to the Law, and natural light ; but moſt true and reaſo= 
nable, according to an higher Law and reaſon in God, that is, 
the Word made fleſh, and made fin for us ; this hope in many is 
no more but an imagination or idle notion\living in the pleaſures 
of {in;in ſuctfit was begotten by the letter or Reaſon,or at the beft 
by a vaniſhing flaſh of Light 3 but where it is begotten by the in- 
habicing and abiding ſpirit, there It is a hope beho)ding the glory 
of the Lord, and changing the creature into the ſame image in the 
Lord, the hope that ſces the Jove of the father ſhed forth upon us 
in the blood of attonement, and all fins and-evils finiſhed therein, 
is the hope that gives reft to the afflifted, wearied, and not comfor- 
ted, and lifts up the head above the floods of all waters that can 
come againſt them. 

He that truly looks unto the righteouſneſs and grace in the 
perſon of the Mediator, doth alſo wait in hope for the righteouſ- 
neſs, light and ſpirit of the Mediator co be revealed within him ; 
therfore his words area flander;to know Chriſt only as without;& 
to know him only as within are both a like Errdr ; to conclude, 
they that are Chrifts are ſaved already, bur it is by hope, not in 
clear and full enjoyment the hope is Jaid up in him, but not 
ſeen to ſenſe and feeling ; what a man ſees or enjoys, why doth 
he yet hope for it ? 


{48) 
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| Concerning Love. PRES 
Ris Do&rine is, that Gods love to the world in ſending his- 
Son is this, that God had given a light in every man to condemn 
fin in the f:{h, and take it away through walking after the ſpirit, 
and denying the-works of the ficſh;that God's love in the creature, . 
doth likewife condemn all fin in others, not flattering or ſparing 
any, and then covers them with righteouſneſs. 


= 


Was this Gods great and abounding love in ſending his Son ? 
is ic no more but God giving a light in all men condemning of 
fin,and taking it away in them? or was it not rather herein, that 
when the Law was weak, the fleſh weak, while we were yet {inners- 
and in our blood; while there was no man; no Interctflor, thar 
even then God ſene his Son a propitjation for fins: who came 
down unto us not in the nature of Angels, but in our flcſb; and 
therein through death quenched in the ftill deep waters of his: 
meekneſs and love, the anger, enmity, fin and death; with all 
things that might ſeparate us from the love of God ; which of 
theſe was the great love ? let the Scriptures, ſpirit, and ſpiritual 
man be judge; or is this God's love in men to condemn,curſe,and : 
3udge others as not juſtified and ſaved in Chriſt, whileft they feel 
fin in the fle(h? to take away my liberty, joy, and peace, which 
I havein Chrift, witneffed by the ſpirit to faich, until the ſame be 
wicneffed in my fleſh'to ſenſe; is this divine love? to trouble chem 
that have believed in FJeſas, the aflited and wounded and weary, 
by calling them unto the miniſtration of Moſes, the fire and the 
iword, the ſuffering, the incignation for fin, and unto perfe& 
obedience, all this as the way to redemption and righteouſneſs by 
Chrift; is this the love that is of God, the grace; the meckneſs of - 
he Goſpel? or rather is it nor the love of the falſe Apoftles,calling 
them to thefulfilling of the Law, that wereat liberty in Chrift ? 
who indeed zcaloufly affe&ted; but not well, that is, that they 
might glory in-their fleſh. 

God's love to hispeople ſpeaks woe and wrath indeed, but to the 
wiſe and fftrons who will notbow to the weakneſs and. fooliſh- 
neſs of a crucified Chrift, tobe ſavedin him ; but to the hungry 
and weary, to the leaſt of the lictle children that are in Chriſt, 
it ſpeaks peace; fear not, your fins are forgiven you for his names 

fake; wherefore to bring forth a full Chrift, a fulneſs ofrighte- - 


oulneſs : 


= 


gatnefs, life and liberty in M2] a creature empty end defti- 
tute of any ſuch thing, this is that Jove that: feeds the hungry, 
cloathes the naked, and gives water'in the wilderneſs ; there is a 
generation that flatters, and ſpares: in\fin them whom the Lord 
condemns; this is tojuftifie the wicked; there is another generati- 
* on that charges and reproves of fin whom the Lord hath juftificd ; 
Jet this people fear that this 15 their error ;- both are alike abo- 
mination to the Lord, 


Concerning Fudgement.. 

His words ſummed up are, Tnat the light in every man con- 
demning of fin is the miniſtration of jadgement and condemna= 
tion, and as it is received 1s light and ſalvation, redeeming from ' 
all uncleanefs; that the ſpiric of Judgement that went forth in the 
Prophets againſt 'alf unrighteouſneſs, is come forth in: a people 
now ; f underſtand, in him and in them. 


Tire faith of 'the Goſpel ſaith, that Chriſt having all jzdgement 
committed to him; in the body of his fi:{k, judged and gave up 
to condenmation and death, the prince of 'this world, the fleſh, 
the glory of 'man, his fin and righteouſneſs, and baving done al), . 
he went to the father and was ſeen no more; he being the bright= 
neſs of Gods own righteouſneſs, and being to be maderighteoul-- 
nels to men, he judged and pucan end to all other righteouſneſs, , 
eyen to that whick had a glory, as having no glory ; fo that ic: 
may be ſaid by him, that is, in his Croſs fell all the mizhty- 
Lords and Tyrants of the world, Law, ftn, and death, all which 
ar” judged and overcome by that righteouſneſs and ſpirit of life . 
in him ; by this judgement arc flaners redeemed already as in him: 
the head. = 

That as' Chrift hach'in- every Age come forthimore or lefs, ſo 
in this Jaft time he will come forth che : righreouſneſs and (alva- 
tion of his people, whoſe appearance doth and will judge tht 
works of the Liw as well as the lufts of the'fl:ſh, with all -chings 
that ſhall not be found in himy and of him ;- God will judge the 
world by Chriſty not by Mſes, nor by Angel 'nor by anF other 
ſpirit; the Goſpel and ſpirit of: Chriſt in his people, ſhall Judge 
both Angels and men, ſpiricual and fl:(hly wickedneſs. . 

The ſpirit of judgement is found either in the natural or ſpiri-- 
tual man; the natural man being under the Law, hath a fighe 
" within : 

= = 
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. within him to diſcern the thipgs of the Law 3 his jo 
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dgement-- 
reacheth only to the righteouſneſs of che Law, and to fins againft 
the Law the ſpiritual man being freed from the Law in the glo- 
rious righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is able to judge of all things, all 
Religions,(pirits,kinds and conditions ct |:te whatſfocver;judgings 


(60) 


do abound amoneft 21ll men in this Age, but few have the true 
fſpixir or rule of judgement 3 Law, or form, or light within are 


the principles of jadgement with moſt ; with the ſpiritual man 
ſo far as he abides free in Chriſt, it is a ſmall thing to be judged 
by any of tl. eſe, yea he judgeih not himſelf; therefore let all cake 
heed with what ſpirit you judge, Icft you judge, and not by the 


Goſpel, nor in the Lord. 


The Prophets and 7-bu had a ſpiiitof ag ugg they teſti= 
fi:d alto of righteouſneſs only by him that was to come they 


called not the people to a redemption preſent or to be done in 


that Age, ory the light within every man; let this people bear 
teſtimony to that alone righteouſneſs as already fulfilled for us in 


him, and not call away from that unto another redemption to be 
done over again, of which no Prophets ipake, that is, by the light 


wichin all menz and then ſhall true judgement be given unto 
them ; till then" they will but erre in judgement and ſtumble in 


Viſion. 


Concerning Perfeftion, 


His Principle matter is, That Perfc&ion is that gift or light in 


every man by joyning to which he is made perfe&; that God ſent 
his ſon into the world to preach perfe&ion, a perfet example, 
which whoſo believe and follaw him in it are made perfeR ; that 


nothing but xerfe&ion, that is, freedum from fin in the body be- 


fore death can givereſt and Redempticn; that imperfe&ion of 


righteouſneſs and gifts came in by the minifiry of Antichcift, and 
is of theDivel. > 

The Gofpel- myſtery faith, that Chriſt being the perfeticn of 
graceand truth, of life and righteouſneſs, came forth in fleſh, and 
thereWſy on the Croſs put anend to the imperfe&Q Miniſt:y of the 
Law and Prophets, to the pollutions and imperf:&ions of fleſh, 
and by one offering in his own perſon perfe&ed for ever all that 


. were ſan&ified ;z he bing the perfe&ion of love, life, light, and 


righteouſaeſs, flew in himſelf che enmity, the power of death, a | 
| all. 
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all that darkneſs'and fin that was by the Law; the Law could 
not givelife, men could not obey, all creatures could not find 
out an Interceſſ5r ; at this time Chriſt came forth in the glory of 
the Godhead, in the weakneſs of our manhood, that in the one 
he might bear all chat was azainſtns, by the other he might ſpoil 
and triumph over all for us; he was love and bowels to perfeQion, 
a Saviour to perfe&tion ; fo that not by the Law without, nor 
light within, nor any other 1Imagined or pretended perfetion ; 
but in him ye are compleat, who is the fulneſs of the God-head ; 
in whoſe death you are dead and buried, and in him raiſed up 
into the heavenly liberty and perfe&ion, if you do bclieve,though 
darknels,imperieCtions,& fightings may yet remain in your fle(h; 
Chritt ficſt deſcended into the lower parts of the carth, our weak- 
neſs and death, that he might finiſh them in himſelf ; after he- 
aſcend:d far above all heavens, that he might fill all things, that 
he might make the Angels,life and death to miniſter,to be for his 
own4 as itis ſaid, all are yours ; this is perfetion, yet hid ; not 
in every man, but wich Chriſt ia God, and in the hearts of the 
children of faith. | 
And if ſo, then was Chriſt in fleſh na more then a:Preacher or 
example of perie&tion ? was that fulnefs of theGodhead, that 
brightneſs of the fathers glory in him, no other then ſuch a lighc 
as God hath ſet up in every man ? or was his bearing our fins, and 
the wounds for iniquities no more, but to ſhew unto us how we 
ſhould-bear them in our ſelves ? then what preheminence had his 
perſon above Moſes, Nozh and the reſt who were Preachers of - 
righteouſneſs and perfte&ion ? or wherein is his Goſpel above the 
Law, which is a rule of perfeQtion ?'or what were his ſufferings-. 
more then thoſe of Paul, who was in deaths often ? let the fpiri-- 
tual judgewhich is the DoArine of PerfeCtion, | 
Perfection is cither that in the head, hid for us there until he 
ſhall appear, ora meaſure and earneft thereof: manifeſt in our 
bodies; according to the firſt, a believer overcome, poff: {ith all | 
things, is dead, raiſed up, and receivedby Chrift iato the glory of * 
God, Rome. 15.7: according to the other, a believer knows but in 
part, fees, enjoyes, and prophelt:s bur in part, and ſo is in im-- 
perfe&ion ; wherefore let the Children in Chriſt know that they 
are ſaved and perfetted in the Lord forever, whileft yer, their 
ſceings, pray ings, and aftings in the Lord are butin part ; and 
bot this people know, it they look away from-that one offering - 
£4 | In 
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To the head, and be nat firſt Coed therein, that al] other per- 
fe&ion by the light within and utmoſt obedience will not fland 
them.in ſtead. in the laſt day. 


Concerning Obedience. 


' The ſum of things ſpoken by him is, that to'be gnided in obe- 
.dience to the ſpirir or light within us, as Chriſt was by the ſpiric 
of the father in him, this is the righteoufne(s of Chriſt; and thus - 
by the obedience of one are many made riphecous: thatthe father 
calls for the ſame obedience of the believer, as of Chriſt; and the 
believer off rs up himſelf in the fame obcdience Chriftdid ; and 
ſo'izthe obcdience of Chriſt and a believer one: that the creature 
is not made perfe&ly righceous by the obedience of Chrift, till ke 
comes to the ſame perfetion of obedience thac Chrift did z and 
ſo he is made righteous no further then he obeys. 

If nothing ſhould be ſaid, the ſwelling pride of. chis ſpirit in 
lifting up ic ſelf in an <qual ſafficiency with che perſon of Chrift, 
co drink the ſamecup, and offer up the ſame obedience for the. 
purging away ſin, .may hereby appear; yet I may not be ({tlenc in 
the cauſe of my Lord, although I am the 'Teaft in my fathers 
houſe. Alchough this DoArine may havea glory with the ſublime 
wits of ſpeculative Pagans, who know not, or deign nar to- 
know any other way of approaching the Divine Glory then = 
way Chrift did, that is, without a Mediator ; yet unto the true 
Chrifiian who through many tribulations hath ſeen an end of all 
perfe&tion, whither.fl:fhly Iufts, works of the Law, or heights 
of Philoſophy, it is known to be but a depth of Satan ; but who: 
artthou Oh man that uttereſt theſe great words? haſt thou all 
the fulnc(s of the God-head in thy ſelf, in the meaſure the man 
ar had? haſt thou all thoſe treaſures of Light, wiſedom, and 

ower in the ſame fulneſs that he had? that thou canſt follow him 

into the perfe&ion and glory of God, by the ſame way of vb:di- 
ence he did; art thou able to bear the fins of many, to ſuſtain 

the ({entence and terrible Majeſty of the Law in thy body, co 
encounter with all the Angels and powers of darkneſs,to lay down 

thy lite tor many, and take it up again? wasnot this and mach 

More the obedience of Chriſt? was not he made perfe& by theſe 
ſufferings? and doeft thou think to come to perfe&ion or the 
gloryof Gad by doing the like,or nct cather by believing he harh 
doneall wis for thee?” Wherefore 


"Wherefore let it be war 2M the ſpirit hath: teflified In 
Scriptures of two things in the obedience of Chriſt; a Myſtery to 
: be believed, and an Example to befollowed ; Chriſtas Mediator, 
being the only perſon in whom all things pertaining to God and 
men, the repairing of the breach, and the making up of a bleſſed 
union between them were to be tranſated,received into himſelf, 
and therein (I:w our old man, t'1e enmity, and all the evils of the 
world ; and being in the glory of the ſecond Adam, put.an end 
in himlelf to the glory of the firſt, and in the place of all this 
brought forth in kimlelf everlaſting 1izhreouſneſs, liberty and 
\ peace, Into.and upon all them that bel'eve; whereupon a bcliever 
may {ay, as lam in the fiſt 4am, where the Law, reaſon, and 
ſenfe bear rule, folam in a Tabernacle of fleſh, an houſe of 
.darknels,fol often neither feel, nor knowgnor behold any redem- 
ption, liberty, or peacez but as 1am in the ſecond Adam,l1 neither 
know law,rcaſon,nor lenſe, fl:ſh, world,nor work, but Chriſt to 
beall inall ; this is the myſtery to be believedza myftery hid from 
the ſpirit of this world, or the pureſt and cleareſt principle in.the 
heart of the natural man ; if this myſtery of Chriſt in his death 
were K,own to any as it is in him, Chrift would appear to that 
man as a fulneſs of light and glory, in, through, and over all 
things; or were a believer known to himſelf or the world, as he 
is known in Chriſt to Chriſt, he would not be able. ro bear che” 
world, nor the world him ; thercfore blind or worſe, are thoſe 

reproaches that are caſt upon this myſtery of the death of Chrift, 

and redemption by it, as a knowing of Chrift without, at Feru- 

ſalem, or after the fleth 5 nothing brings forth Chriſt inore as a 

fpirit of wiſedom, power, and holineſs within me unto good 

works, then when I bchold him as made righteuuſneſs and ſantti- 

fication to me without work ; whoſoever takes away the laft, 

doth alſo take away the firſt, and at beſt hath no more but a di- 

viſed likeneſs, or imagined ſhadow thereof. 

A3 Chriſt ſuered for us in the fl:{h, that che facher -in him as 
his head and life, might be revealed and glorified in him ; fo in 
the ſame ſpiritand mind ought rhe believer to ſuffer in the fleſh, 
that Chriſt in him as this head and life, might be glurified and 
manifeſt in him z thus is Chriſt's obedience an example to be. 
followed; our dyings and perfef&ings in -the body by obedience, 
when proceeding from our.firft being dead and perfefted in the 
head by faith, ſo they are the precious favaurs and fruits of 
Chriſt and grace ; but if dyings yu obedience in'us be -made the 
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way unto perfe&ion and juſtification in Chriſt, then they are no 


other but works of the Law, diſguiſed with names of Chriſt and 


fpirit 3 as this people ſtand divided from the firſt, {5 am divided 
from them, and ſo doth this teſtimony go forth againſt them, 

There are diverfities of operations, but the ſame ſpirit; his 
Dotrine faith, that we are perfe&ly juſtified by Chriſt's obedience, 
when we perform obedience in the ſame meaſure he did; if ſo, 
then the obedience of the man Jeſus and ours are no more one 
then the obedience of Paul! and ours, that is, one in ſpirit, bur 
two in operation; thus by his Do&rine, we are juſtified as much 
by. che obedience of Paul, as of the man Chriſt, as to the opera« 
tion z. let him, and thew, conſider if it be not ſo, and fear. 


Concerning good Warks. 


His accaunt is, that by obedience to the light which reproves 
of fin, following it out of the world, and bringing forth the fraics 
of it, the creature comes into the good work or obedience of 
Chriſt, and ſo is by Chriſt redeemed ; that by being diligent in 
this light,waitng and obedient therein, the believer is led into. 
the obedience, ſufferings, tribulations, and temptations of Chriſt 
that all the works and meaſures performed by the creature in obe= 
dience to this light, doall compleat but this one work cf the crea- 
tures redemption. | 

Where faith and unity with the head is loſt, no- marvel if all 
the thoughts of that man run into confuſion ; that the obedience 
or righteouſneſs in Chriſt for juſtification, and good works in us 


are one thing, his own words at large may manifcft, if this ſhorc 
. account of them may not ; and thereupon what foundation the 


baild, Ineed ſay no more only for the weaks: ſake | ſhal ſpeak a 
word; Chriſt was in the beginning with God, that good Word: 
whereby all things were made; the fame word in fulneſs of time 
became fleſh in him that was the holy and juſt One, who in his 
own perſon eternally vanquiſhed all the evils of the world, and 
ro the utmoſt tulfilled the holy and perkeCt work of God, for 42n 

everlaſting andonly righteouſneſs upon all that believe; of the 
greatneſs whereof: might I ſpeak, it is higher then the Heavens, . 
deeper then the Sea, and the utmoſt bounds and ends thereof can 

no more be known, then can the heights. and depths of him be 
known, thats, the holy one of Iſrael. | 


(65 | 

And this is the'one ea 029 ate righteoufneſs, one good 
work in one perſon, one in ſpirit, one in operation, never to be 
renewed more In any other;the ſame being not of a private nature, 
nor for a private ſpirit, but one for all 3 hethat hath made of 6ne 
blood all Nations of men, hath by one blood created ancw out 
of all Nations, a people for himſelf; and if the natural heavens 
over us were ſpread forth at once, in length and breadth large 
enough to comprehend, preſerve, and nouriſh all Nations and 
all rhings therein z how much more ſhall that One righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, which is one with himſelf, be as ſpiritual heavens large 
enough to take In, to cover and preſerve the ſecond creation, 
without any other to be added thereto, how low and narrow, 
yea, how unbelicving and unworthy are their thoughts and eftcem 
of the perſon and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that think otherwiſe, 
I lcave to be weighed. IP 

Through faith ] come to read this moſt good and glorious 
work of God, and therein to underſtand how that this world and 
wy old man or fleſh, wich all the evils of both by the operation of 
the blefſed Divinity in his body were aboliſhed in himſelfe 
through death, whilſt yet darkneſs, pollutions and fightings, and 
thercby heavineſs for a ſeaſon isfelt in my fleſh; wherein 1 alſo 
reckon my ſelf to be as truly crucified and buried with him, 
through tte operation of the Godhead, in the man Jeſus for me, 
as if the ſame had been done in me; and this is the myſtery of 
faith, and the praiſe thereof is great, but not before men, who 
eſteem of nothing but of what appears,or is ſeen,fc]t, or handled ; 
and hence I think it neceffary to give this warning, that all ap- 
proaches unto or converſes with the majeſty and glory of God by 
any redemption or operation of whatſoever ſpirit or light within, 
and all myfteries of light and perfeCtion ſo reputed whatſoever 
where that bleſſed and eternal redemption in theperfon of Chriſt. 
for us is excluded ; I ſay through faith, chat all ſuch areno other 
but ſome of the brighter ſparks of Satans fires, kindled on purpoſe 
to lead the creature to Gad by ſuch a-door, as wherein he will be 
unto it a conſuming fire ; can two walk together except they be 
agreed ? that man knows neither what God is, nor himſelf , that 
thinks to attain , or to have attained the glorious preſence of 
God by ſpirit within him, who is not firft reconciled through the 
propiciation of grace in the blood of Jeſus, 1 

If any man azk (as they often do)how can Redemption be 
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where it is not witneffed, $$ conſcience ehargeth of ſin ?- 
my-anſwer is, who fhall lay any thing to my charge, it is Chriſt 
that diced ? my witneſſes are the ſpirit, water, and blood ; the ſpirit 
of Revelation ſhining in my heart, and the power of his death 
and redemprion in part manifeſtin' my body ; whilſt heart and 
fleſh, that is reaſon, and ſenſe and law witneſs againft me , yer 
Chrift and grace is greater then all, lec him atone ſpeak, let 
theſe be falenr. | 

But if they ask, to believe redemption whilſt fin in me, .is not 
this the unreaſonable hope # No, the father Jaid our fins upon - 
Chriſt to take them away, whilft we were yet enemics-that he 
might commend his great love to us, this was reaſonable with: 
God ; the Son rent our fins from off him in his own body on the 
tree, becauſe he could nat be held of themy. this was reaſonable 
with Chriſt; the ſpirit bears witneſs that all things are- finiſhed, 
fin, death, and the fleſh, in the body of Chriſt unto him that 
works not but believes .on him, that juſtifies the ungodly, this- 
witneſs is reaſonable ; through faith I receive Chriſt into my (elf, 
and am reccived into him, and through this oneneſs am made 
rtghteonſnefs, life, and Tight,'in.the Lord, whilſt yet lam in many 
darknefies and deaths as to ſenſe and feeling ; and this is reaſon as 
#1 the mind of God,: and according to the myſtery of Chriſt 3 
that dodrine or ſpirit how myſterious ſoever in words or (hw; - 
that teacheth redemption to be by the operation of the ſpirit 
within us,” and hot by that alone operation of God in the man 
Chrift Jeſus, is indeed the excellency and height of man's' reaſon 
and thoughts, but a fearful] contradi&ion to that higher reaſon, 
or rather that bleſſed myſtery of grace that appeared in Chrift. 
. Whereas he ſaith, thar all the works and meaſures performed 

by the creature in obedience to the light within, do all compleat 

the one work of the creatures redemption; to this I ſh3ll only ſiy, 
how is'the day of free grace ſet upon us, and :how are the thick 
clouds of Legality and miſterious reaſon [ſpread over us, if this 
may be received for truth; and let me only remember you of the 
words of Luther a man wiſer and mightier in Chriſt then 1, which 
follows. | 

« It was indeed a great glory that  Abrabam received circum- 
«cifion at the commandment of God, that he was endued with 
excellent vertues, that he obeyed God in a]l things, but all "this 
*availeth nothing, to: righteouſneſs. before God-z the excellent: 

: We. deeds - 
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© deeds and vertnes of A:rabam were not the cauſe that he was 
&« counted righteous before God; ſothe following of the exam- 
& ple or, doth not make us righteous before God ; for to that 
&« there is a more excellent price required, which is neither the 
& righteouſneſs of man, nor yet of the Law, here we muſt have 
&« Chriſt; how? notby works, but by faith; therefore as there is 
| &a great diff:rence between Chriſt bleſſing or redeeming and 
& Chriſt working or giving example; wherefore we muſt ſeperate 
© che believing and the working Abraban as far aſunder as there 
& js diſtance betwixt heaven and earth 3 Abraham believing in 
&« Chriſt.is alcogether a divine perſon, the child of God, inheritour 
& of the world, conqueror of fin, death, .the world, and the 
& Divel; therefore he cannot be praiſed and magnified enough ; 
&« letus not ſuffer this faithful Abraham to lye hid in his grave, 
*as he is hid from the Jews, but let us highly extol and magnify 
him, and ler us fill both heaven and earth wich his name ; ſo - 
&that in reſpe& of thz faithful 4brabam we ſee nothing at all in 
© the working Abraham; for when we ſpeak of this faithful Abra- 
«ham weare in heaven, but afterwards doing thoſe things which 
&©rhe working A2rabam did,which were carnal and earthly, and : 
'©not divine and heavenly (but as they were given unto him of _ 
& God ) weare among men in earth z the believing Abraham hilleth : 
&both heaven and-earthz ſo every Chriſtian through his faich 
& filleth both heaven andeearth, ſo that beſides it he ought to be- - 
«© hold nothing. Thus far his words. Good works or the works 
of God in us are in compariſon of the righteouſneſs in Chriſt bur 
carnal,like as Abraham's good works (a thing worthy of noteJare 
but accounted fleſh in compariſon of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


Rom. 4. 1, 2+ 
Concerning Ele&ion and Reprobaticn: - 


He ſaith; that the light 11 every man which reproves' of fin is Chrift, 
and is the elefion, eleft ſeed, the- mercy” of God placed 14 all men 
thatthis light being believed and followed, till by it a man be changed 
and purged from the oldneſs and luſts of fleſh, to the newneſs of the 
ſpirit then he comes to' the. eleftion, or to be ſclefted. 

Truth ſaich,: that in every man which reproves of fin is not 
Chriſt but the Law; by the Law is the knowledge of (tn ; thar 
Chriſt the Ele and beloved of God is he in whom che 
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promiſes, counſele, and all the works of God were laid up and 
known unto God from before the world began; Chriſt was from 
the begirning the common feed pr Father, in whoſe loines God 
in his forcknowledge beheld, and in his love chooſea ſeed or 
ofspring whom he would beget of his own will by his ſpi- 
Tit. Þ: 

God that ſeparated the Jews from all other Nations only be- 
cauſe he loved them; that faid of the children of Iſaac being not 
yet born, Facnb have I loved, but Eſau have I hated; that called 
them his beloved ,, which were not beloved ; that ſeparated 
Paul a perſecurer from his mothers womb z that hath mercy on 
whom he will have mercy ; the ſame God hath foreknown and 
choſen and loved a people in Chriſt the beloved, who though 
for the preſcnt, as coricerning the Goſpel they be encrates through 
wicked works; yet as tonching the election they are beloved 
for Chriſt's ſake; you. have not choſen me, but I have choſen you : 
If T be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto me; Chriſt 
drawed up all his own in his body inco himl(cli in Jove; this 
love ſhed forth into our hearts, draws us 3p 1n love into him 
again; thus we love him becauſe he Joved us firſt: the father 
gave a people to the Son from everlaſting, and ſaw and loved 
them in him before. the world was; the Son came forth :© 
maniteft and make way for this love trough his right-ouineſs 
down unto men ; the ſpirit reveals that love, and by Chrift leads 
us unto the father ; thus redemption and ſanftification are both 
fruits of that love and cle&ion that was given us in Chrift before 
the world began : by receiving Chrift the Image of che father [ 
ccme indeed to know his love and ele&tion, but he both lo- 
ved, elected and redeemed me in Chriſt the head , before ] was. 


"Wherefore they that deny elefion, and redemption, until the 


creatures obedience to the light within, do meaſure the thoughts 
and waies of the unſearchable goodneſs of God with the low 
and narrow thoughts and wales of man; being z-alous indeed 
for the righteouſneſs of God according to the Law, but darkning 


Ds denying the glorious righteouſnes of God as in Chriſt 
clus. 


- 


Concerning the New birth, 


He ſaith , that by abiding in the ſeed or light within every man, 
thereby 
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thereby the old man is put off with hs deeds : that they who are guided 
by this light (called by him the eternal ſpirit) do follow God as he goes 
out of one form into anothty ; all others ſtay therein after God is gone, 
as ſeeing but the outſide or form only ; that they who joyned to the light 
within that reproves of ſin, to teled by it, are and ever were bated and 
perſecuted of all others. 

His filence throughout of that more excellent and truly mifte- 
rious way of crucifying the body of fin in the perſon of Chriſt, 
whoſe body and blood is by him made as no nore bur fixuers of 
the body and blood within, that is,the light within all men, this 
doth ſuficiently manifeſt his mind and principle,and the end whe- 
ther it leads, unto mount S474 to preſs through unto God by an 
attonement and mediation to be madein our bodics,that is, obe- 
dience to the light within. 

The nw creature is nota Jzw, one fecking righteouſneſs by 
the Law, either In the letter or conſcience, nor a Gentile, one 
thinking to know, comprehend, and worſhip God by the light 
or wi:<dom of the natural man, but a man in Chrift,dead, buried, 
and riſen with him into heavenly places above the world, fin, and 
death, by faith alone without work,that is,before theſe things be. 
manitel(t or wrought in his members:alſo he is one in whom Chriſt 
dwels by faith.& ſo made partaker of the divine Nature,that ſpiric 
which the world (ces not , hath not, nor by any light they have 
can find it our,the world's Ii . a candle from the Lord, ſaying 
dothis and live z the ſpirit of 1e new creatureis the Lord him=- 
ſelf,ſaying,l have done it,only believe and live. According to the 
ny Rtcrie of faich, the new man is in heart and ſpirit gone out of 
all the world, and is in heaven perfectly juſtified, redeemed, and 
ſaved, butin a way above ſenſe and ftelings, yer ſeen by faith; 
according to preſent. manifeſtation he hath che ſpirit of Chriſt 
wh rey he ſecs, knows, andenjoys in part thoſe perfeft things, 
in Chriſt, tall the; be fully rev aledz it any man boaſts of the 
fiift, that he is red-emed by Chriſt, and hath not the other, that 
he lives in ſome meaſure after the ſpirit, that man's boaſting is in 
vain; likewiſe ifany man glories of the ſpirit, that he walks in 
the ſpirit, in mortify ings of the fl:ſh, neglc@ or Oy body, re- 
proaches, neceflities, labours, ftripes, priſons, in wearineſs, pain- 
fulnefs, watchings often,in hunger) thirſt, cold and nakedneſs, 
and yet hath not that which is above all theſe, the heavenly and 
glorious righteoutneſs: in. Chriſt by: faith, let ſuch know, theic- 
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plorying is but in the aff and ſhall not prefit before .the 
Lord, | 

Concerning miniftrations, and following God out of one 
into another, it may be ſaid, that the Law, Prophets and 7oby 
were m'niftrations typing and teſtifying of things in the heavens 
tocome, and ſo were done away ; Chrift was the ſubſtance of 
heavenly things themſelves, and ſo his miniftration remains to 
this day 3 as that of the Jetter was perteCted and given at once by 
one man at mount &inaj, yet to be continned till he came.who 
was the «nd thereof, ſo this miniſtration of righteouſneſs and 


ſpirit was perfefted and given at once by one man Chrift, on the 


Crole, yet tottand in forcegby divers meaſures and manifeſtations 
of ſpirit and truth to be revealed and brought to Jight till he 
comes again, ard takes his people unto himſelf 3 now of the di- 
verſe manitcſtacions of ſpirit, ſome are true, ſome decciveable; 
for diſcerning of which we have a good rule, 1 Cor.12.4, 5. .now 


there are diverlities of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit, and differences 


of adminiſtration, bur the ſame Lordz adminiſtra:ions of light 
& truth, though diverſe as to the meaſure and m+nner of the gifts, 
yet if agreeing in one Chrift, are all good and uſcful in their 
teaſons ; to follow God into the pureſt :13d belt is a glory upon 
them that doit; to be left behind may be weakneſs in.chem that 
are Chriſffs,bur is wickedneſs in th. world- 

On the other hand, thoſe pretended Miniſtries or Angels of 
lighe wharſoever, that do teach another Jeſus, another ſpirit, 
another faith, that is, redemption by obedience to the light in 
every man, fuch arenotof God; and to call that a miniſtration 
of ſpicit and life is no more true, then to call the- Law ſo ; the 
light in every man and the Law in the letcer being the ſame : if 


" any ſhall leave Chriſt crucified as buta figure of redemption, and. 


{haJl follow the light in the conſcience, as the ſubſtance thereof, 
Jet him know, out of Chriſt crucified is no more ſacrifice for fin, 
nor will God be found but as conſuming fire. 


* 


If any ſhall chink that redemption without by the blood of 
Chriſt is done away when that by the light within is p:rfetedz 
to ſuch] ſay, till mortality be ſwallowed up of life, and the body 
now dead becauſe oi fin be thereby freed from all corruption, 
until then Tjudge both Chriſt crucified for us,and the faith therein 
will be of neceflary and; bleſſed uſe, 


| To 
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To what he faith of erfar$ 322 this may be ſaid ; they that 
followed aftex the ſpirit and teachings thereof were indeed al- 
waies perſecuted by the Children of the fleſh and letter ; but they 
thac ſought righteouſneſs by the Law and the princip|es thereof 
in the conſcience, were thole children of the fleſh by whom. the 
blood of then that were after the ipirit hath been ſhed: in every 
Age 3 was not the blood of ;Saints formerly in England, France, 
and Germany, ſhed for bearing teliimony to. the righteouſneſs of 
faith alone wichout works, 


C oxcerning the Baptiſm of Chriſt from that the world ſo calls. 


His profeſſion herein is, that the Baptiſm of Chriſt is (1 underſtaud 
the light within all men) by which a man being baptiſed into his death, 
buried with him unto the world, its waies and norſhips, loves and 
friendſhips, ſo he is baptiſed with the-Batiſm of Chriſt, That Baptiſms 
of water as now ore carnal in the world, about which all are divided 
aud contending that are in them, - being gone out into the world, 


The Baptiſm of Chrift is chat in Chrift wherewith he was bar- 
:tiſed in his own perſon, not for himſelf, but for us, and we 
in him as in ourhead, that 13, when together with his own body 
through death he put cffour old man and all the ſins of our fleſh 
at once in himſelt, .by whoſe baptiſm our fins, death, our fleſh, 
andall this world were really, yet in a myſtery dead and buried 
with him, and as by an overflowing River waſhed clean away by 
himſelf, before either the faith or power thereof was known or 
wrought in us; this baptiſm is a myſtery unknown to all Law- 
workers whatſoever, whither the more my ftical or literal fore of 
them, who know no higher baptiſm chen by deeds ef holineſs in 
obedience to a light within or letter without;alſo co the maſters of 
reaſon who know no other baptiſm then by refined principles and 
exerciſes of morality ;z this is the baptiſm of juſtification and 
ſan&ification in the head, wherewith we were waſhed, ſanAified, 
and juftifted in him even before we were ;z the ſame being revealed 
in us bytaith ſpriakles from our hearts an evil conſcience,and then 
the ſpirit of him dwelling in cur mortall fleſh waſheth our 
bodies with pure water z thus the baptiſm vf Chriſt is one, 
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ficſt-in him perfe&ed for us, afterwards In meafures revealed 


in Us, | 
Whereas he concludes only baptiſms of water to be carnal 


waſhings; I ſay both baptiſins of water in what formſoever with- 
out the ſpiric, are carnal}; and-alſo all baptilms by what: name 
foever, particalarly chat of retirement our of all things into the 
light in every man, wherethat Baptiſm in the head by the offering 
up of his body once for all is denied, will be found to be bur 
cernal, thatis, ſerving to the waſhing off che filth of the fleſh only; 
take away that baptiſm in the head, wherein the firſt Adam with 
his diſobedience and.death was crucihed and purged away, and. 
all other baptiſrps whither by reformations within, or fair ſhews 
without, whicher by the Law, letter, water, or whatſoever will 
be found cqually.carnal, equally inſufficient to preſerit the finner 
holy and.-wichoat {pot to Gad, His julgemn: againſt all indif- 
ferent baptiſms, that they are gone our into the world favours of 
a ſpirit as divided and carnal as they can be whom he judgeth ſo 
are they carnal that Judge and contend for one form againſt ano- 
ther, and are not they as carnal that judze and contend againſt 
all forms, becauſe not in their form of dottrine, and poſture,and 


way ; when Chrifſtſhill fic. as Jadge, as there ſhall bez no advan- 
tage to them that are in one form more then another, ſo neither 
to them thatare gone our of all profeſſed forms ; but ro be found, 
in him-who is the head, is more then all. : 


- 


Concerning the Loras Supper. 


- Theſe things are ſaid, the true ex4 of the Sutp-r is moderation , to 
keep men from exceſs au4luſt ineating aad drinking ; that to doit in 
remembrance of his death till he comes, is to eat in fear without luſt till 
he comes to govern in the the creature bimſelf, to keep out of luſt in all, 
and this is the reſtoring and reconcilim; to Goa the creation by Chriſt. 
That Chriſft”s Diſciples were not chang:d, nor be born in them when he 
gave them-this commandementgnor was Chriſt yet appeared to thoſe be= 
likvers among whom the Apoſtles continued it: That to eat. of his 
bady is to diſcern his body.to be the. bady of atlcreatures , , aud 16. fill 
«ll btings. 

ve, 
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How is the Gofpet-my te . a doftrine of bare more 
ality with this people? to ſee God in all things, to diſcern him 
as the body and vertue of every creature, and ro uſe all things 
in moderation 3 What is this more then the purer principl: 5 
and prattiſes cf Pagan divinity ? is this all the «ﬀe&, all the 
£nd of the þlood of Chriſt ? 

He that appointed this Supper, ſaid, drink ye all of i', for 
this.1s my blood cf the new Teltament which is ſhed for many, 
for the remiſlion of fins : Chrift as he gave his fleſh. for the lite 
of the world, that is, as he abvuliſhed death and brought forth 
life co Jight therein for. ns, fo he is the true ſpiritual paſſe- 
over which was ſacrificed for us, ſo his death is a myſtery, 
whoſoever Can look therein may ſee the ficſt 44am with all his 
dceeds,the world with all its works & all old things done away 
therein ; traditions of men, and rudiments of the world 
ſbews of wiſcdom , wil-worthip and hamility were tares the 
Lord foreſaw would ſpring up in the Churches from the 
root of reaſon and the Law ; that they might avcid rhe ſame, 
he ordained the Supper for a rudiinent to all that ſhould 
havenced thereof, tobe as a figure of his death , and there- 
in of the crucifying of ficlh with all the glory and workcs 
thercot. | 

Wirrefore eating the fleſh of Chriſt is to be eſteemed, nei-. 
ther as any natural] ching, as the Jews did, nor as any mo- 
ral thing, as this deluded people doe; but a divine and 
heaveniy myſterie, that is, to believe, and re<joyce in Chrift 
crucified, as made the remiſſion of finnes, the deftruction of 
death , the grace, and the end of this world and all evils 
therein unto us; likewiſe the diſcerning the Lords bady 
therein is not a bare ſpeculation of Chriſt or the divinity, as 
filling all chings (for the natural man by that of Cod in him 
may know ſo much ) to dilcerne together with his Gead 
body our lins, our old man, the.Law and all perteGtion, whi- 
ther by nature, moralicy or the Law, to be already dead, 
buried, and aboliſhed in his grave, and our ſelves raiſed up 
into the life, liberty, and righteouſneſs of Chrift in him ; this 
is the uſe of eating the Lord's body ; .if any be .bzcome fo 
vain in imagluation as 0G ms It1s no mare then the 0 
3: CILE 
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elfe of temperance and cM to be performed by us, 
Jet us know that It is the bJood of - the New Teſtament for re- 
million of fins. i 

Fhat Chrift comming in the creature, governing it him-- 
ſelfe, ſo reconciles it to God, is true indeed according to 
reaſon, the Law, and this peopie, but in the pc:fon of 
Chriſt through death did God reconcile the World to him- 
felf; Chriſt revealed in a man Is not that he may rccon- 
cile, but bring reconciled that he may bring him to him- 
ſelf. But canſt- thon poore ſorry ſinfull man beare in thy 
body the juſtice of the Law, . the puniſhment of thy finnes, the 
ſhedding of thy blood, and raiſe up thy ſelf again,and through 
thy obedience come torth out of all thy fins before the majeſty 
of God, in that perfe& and ſpotleſs righteouſneſs that he ſhall 
ſee no lin in thee? andif thou fayeſt, Chriſt in- thee can do. 
all this; I anſweryif thou bc<lieveft not God hath already re- 
conciled thee to himfelte by the death of his Sonne, that 
ſpirit that thoa thinkefſt doth reconcile in thee , will be 
found moſt wicked and provoking deluſton,cxcept Chriſt died 
in vain. | 

That Chriſt's Diſciples were not changed, nor he-born 
in them, when he appointed this Supper, and that Chriſt 
had not appeared to the Believers with whom the Apoſtles 
continued it, are both contrary to truth; they were clean 
every whit through the word he had ſpoken, oras in him, 
and their bodies the Temple of 'the holy Ghoſt, though + 
they were as yet carnall and ignorant of the more ſpiri- 
tuall truths; ſo the Church of Chriſt is pure and beautifull 
as in him, whilſt fiiſhly and weake in many things as in 
themſelves; rejoyce in Chriſt; as your liberty in whom you 
are made free; let him dwell in you crucifying your fleſh, 
and manifefting his life z wait for his great and laſt appea- 
rance to reign over all ; of which day it ſhall not need to 
be ſaid, lo here, lo there, but as lightning from Eaſt to 
Weft it ſhall beare witneſs of it ſelf in and over the whole . 
creations . 

Cons - 
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Concerning Redemption, 


He faith, that redemption is not of ſinners that take delight in 


(in,bnt of the Light within, that is it which wants redemption : and 
of th..: it 1s ſ41d,he tro 10t on ham the nature of Angels,but the ſeed 


of A>.aha 1, That this light or feed as it 1s raiſed 9 reign in us 


abave all, ſa it is redeemed, and jo ts the creature made free from 


thc law of fin, an1no redemſtion while this is in priſon , anduot. 


brought «vove all our laſts. 


How hath the blickneſs and darkneſſ: of mount Sings covered- 
the heart of this man? how are the abounding 1iches of grace, 


the fulnefſe of the Mediator, and the power of his Crefle re- 


folved ar once into the light or Law written inthe heart of 


every man ; but the ſpirit of faith ſaich otherwiſe, Man for- 
med to bea living :Image of the glory of God, but fallen 
fhort of his glory, ſeparate from the life of God in ſpirit,ſoul 


and body fa.]:n into darkneſffe, death, and the curſe, this 
was it that wanted redemption, that was redeemed in Chriſt;: 
ſcarcely for a righteous man would one die, yet paradventure for a 


good man ſome won/d dare to die , Rom. 5. to give ones life to 


{ave a righ:cous man,the heart and love of man may be enlar-. 
ged to that ; bur herein divine love appeared beyond all 


number, meaſure, or the heart of manzin that whilſt yer fin- 


ners we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, and. 


raiſed up together into heavenly places,before we either knew 
defired or ſought after the ſame; bar is the light, or ſeed, or 


Chrift under the Law, fin or curſe? or needs he to be redee-- 
med or ſaved from theſe ? the children are pertakers of fleſh 


..and blood, therefure Chrift pertook of fleſh, and bringing 


| hisdivine nature thereinto, he crucified and aboliſhed our (ins 


and death out of it, and ſo preſented us to God a ſfandified, 


cleanſed, and perfcA&ed people in himſelf, before we did o- - 


bey or belicve, or were; therefore let us ſay with joy, inthe 
Lord we have righteouſneſs and ſtrength , in the Lord are we 
juſtified and do glory. 


lo 


* 
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'fſo is'both it and the creature redeemed 2nd no more; the 
Law of commandments hath dominion over the fle(h as long 
as ir lives; a greater Law came forth, Chriſt in fl:ſh, and 
therein put an end both to the Law and the ti:fhy thus.we 
are delivered from the.Law by the body of Chrift, and are 
joyned to one husband, not to the Law and Chrift , but to 
Chriſt alone ; according to rhe inward man we dwell jn the 
curtains of Solomon, In the liberty and1eft of Chrift as in him, 
while according to the fleſh we are in the tents of Keaar, termp- 
ted and dark,and weak as in our ſelves; thus in the dead bedy 
of Chiiſt I am dead and turied unto the Law, fin, death,and 
the whole world, and raiſed in Chriſt; and this Is my re- 
d.mprion, which neither the principles of reaſon, nor mora- 
lity, nor Law, nor light of conſcience can diſcern and teach, 
but the alone light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhining 
into the heart, 
Wher.fore there is a redemption that is according to 
reaſon, anda redemption that is in a myſtery; to return to 
that light and purity by. obedience, from which we are fal- 
len by diſobedience, this is redemption eccording to rea- 
ſon , the Law, the light within , and the judgemenc of this 
people; herein is no myftery , for the wiſe men of the hea- 
then wrote of it, and preſſed after it; all Nations imagive 
ſuch a redemption ; | but that the fall (ſhould be amended, 
and the creature reſtored, not into the ftate of the firſt Azam, 
bur a greater. and better, the righteouſneſſe of God ; and 
all this without any vertue or work, or ſervice on our parte, 
but by the alone operation of the blefled God-head inthe 
man Jeſus; this is that myſtery hid in God , whereof the 
higheſt ſpeculations, the cleareſt light of that candle in the 
naturall man is utterly ignorant and unlearncd 3 otherwiſe 
It were nota myſtery, if any light whatſoever ſet up in man 
by his firſt ercation could have found it out 3 wherefore 
to live to the Law, that thou mayft live to Gad , is the re- 
demption that reafon and this people teach ; 1 through the 
Law am dead to the Law, that I may live unto God, is 


the Redemption that brings glory , the other will end 
An death, ; 


Con- 


” (m7) 


Cn erninz Fall fi:ation, Saudifi-ation, au4 Mportifica tion. 


He affi- mi, that to wk in the ſpirit and nt fulfi! the luſts of 


the fl:hs ur Chrift fu'filling the Law in us, or the ſpirit morti- 
fying aud ſunfitying and ſo fulfillias the Lip in us, this is 
jatifi-ation, ſaadtific ition aud mrtificatian, and theſe are one, 
4:4 ſna man is j iſtsfied, as be is ſautifted, ani mmtified, and 
210 further. 


Will you a 1venture your ſouls up3n ſuci a juſtification as 
his; thzreia to appeare before God ? it It bz not too late 
to tell you, know that juſtification is a free gift already 
prepared and wrought for {i1ners, in the perlon of him who 
is greater then Ang-ls or mzn; who being the fula:{[: of 
all divine vertae and pertettion, did thereby as by an over- 


wing lod upon his Croſs bare away our fines and death, 


all the evils of this world , and buried them in his grave for 
ever; Anzels though great and mighty in power could nor 


ſavezthe Law being greater then-they could nor give life, Chriſt 
came forth-mightier then all, gathered cogether in himielf che 


enmity, death, and Law, andall things that were againſt us, 


nailed them to his Croſs,and:cook all out of the way glocioul-- 


ly in himſelf; and &@ was that ſaying fulftlled,his voice then 
{hoak the earth. 


He that believes thistrulyzaccording to his faich,ſo is it done: 


antohim; the Chriſtian as believing is a man in Heaven, in 


Ghrift,ſit down in reſt, liberty and perteCtion in Chriſt; agwor- 


king righteouſneſs, he is on earth, groaniag afcer reſt, liber:y, 
and perfeCtion. 


But can there be Reſt and liberty where there is' a 
groaning for it? yea, oh man,-as well as Paul could bz 


preſent in ſpirit where he was abſent in body; whilt 
at home in the body we are abſent from' the Lord, yer. 
by faith we are preſent in the Lord; things of nature 
are taken in by reaſon or ſenſe; reaſon hath ' knowledge 


e5 


and communion with things before the - ſenſe, feeles or” 
taſtes them; ſo che things of the ſpirit are taken in-by / 
aich or ſpiritual ſenſe ; through faith the believer hath. 
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communion with ſpiritual Hos before they be in their 
power and falnefſe attained by ſenſe and feelings the 
myſtery of grace in Chrift is not limited, yet love of 
 Gced nd righteouſnefſe of Chrift are nut more or Jeſſe 
tor the. Believer, becauſe the manifeſtations thereof in him 
are fo 3 the vail is rent, fin finiſhed, all old things are 
paſſl.d away, but by faith | undcrſtand it to -be ſo, as 
in Chriſt my head, and therein am juſtificd; the mani- 
tRation thereof in my ſelf I wait for, and therein is 
my fanRification as in my-members; take away that 
Jvftification in . Chriſt for you, and all ſandidications 
by cbcdicnce to the light within wil profit you no» 
thing. 


Concerning the. Law. 


| The things of note ſaid by him ave, Lay is the miniftra- 
tion of the letter without, the Goſpel or miniſtration of the 
ſpirit is the ſame Law, but written in the heart of all men; 
they that believe. Chriſt fulfilled the Law_ for us in bis. own 


perſon, aud what we do hhc makes it accepted with we father, 
as thugh we did performe all that is required, none ſuch know 
his commands in ſpirit; that righteouſneſſe by faith is when 
the Law is performed in us by workes inqſpirit; righteouſneſſe 
by workes is when the Law is done by us without life and 
ſpirit z that the cffering ard bluod without could make nothing 
perfe, that within being more pure and perfelt; and that the 
Law ig the conſcience is anſwered by the refurreficn of Chrif 
Fithin. Ms 


Are the Law and Goſpel the ſame? aske the wound«d 
ſpiric befet with the terrours of the Law of God, who 
lie under the (harpeft ſenſe of the Law, and can give 
the beſt account thereof ? whither redemption was finiſhed 
in Oae, the perſon of Chriſt alone, or yet to be done in 
many , the perſons of all the redeemed, let the Scripture 
with the ſgirit be. your light and rule until the day de- 


clare. 
The 


(79) aa: 
-The holy, ſoft, and perfe& will of God revealed to the world "fith © 
by that in the conſcience , after upon Tables of ſtone, reproving 
for ſin, and requiring righteouſneſs by obedience, whetherto- the 
Letter without, or Light within; this is the miniſtration of death , 
mighty to kfl, becauſe.it was the working Covenant ;- weak to give 
life, becauſe it was not the Medtatour. 
Chriſt the fulneſs of all heavenly things, came forth in fleſh ; and 
- being in lengths and breadchs , ſufficient for that purpoſe, did in 
_kimſelf fulfill what the Law required , and ſuſtaine all the Law hid 
to charge upon us, and ſo in himſelf, .puran end:to the Law, for all 
that ſhould believe : that which requires works to be wrought in 
us, as the way to attaine righteouſneſs, whether it be Letter with- 
out, or Light Within, it is che Law ; and herein doall the falſe and 
:fleſhly Religions of the world agree in one : the Pagan ſeeks perfei# 
OR by his Law, natural Reaſonand Vertue ; the Turk by his Alcho- 
ran ; the Jew by Moſes ; the Monke by the Rule of his Otder ; the 
Spiritual Papiſt, by morrtification of the Spirit ; and this People by 
perfect obedience to the Light within, that is, the Law; in this all 
are one, all fecking righteonſneſs by work in the fleſh, in obedience 
to Tradition, orLecter, or Spirtt : The Law is a great light manifeft- 
ing all flefh and the deeds thereof, a great Lord ruling over allflefh 
as long as it lives : Chriſt came forthgreater than the Law, crucifi- 
edthe fleſh, and the body of death in himſelf, and thereby put an 
endto the dominton of the Law, unto all that believe; thus in his 
Croſle, Iam dead co all things, and they ro-me. | 
Whereas he faith, they.know not his Commands in Spirit, who 
ſay,Chriſt falftlied the Law for us in his own perſon, or that he makes 
what we do accepted with the Father ; I ask of him, -and of all in 
kis perſwalion ; Can yee paſs through the depths of Sin, Death and 
the Curſe, that he paſſed through ? yee neither know the Law, nor 
what ſpirit yee are of ; Can yee bring forth the works of obedience, 
an incorruptiblerighteouſneſs, in your corruptible bodies, anſwer. 
ing to that pure Lai”, and moſt pure God , before whom Moſes did 
fear and quake, and Abraham by works could not glory, and no 
fleſh can be juſtified ? were not all we like ſheepgone aſtray,and the 
Lord hath laid on-him the iniquity of us all, the chaſtiſementof our 
prace was upon him, and by his ſtripes we are healed 2 where this is 
truly and purely believed, Revelations of- Chriſt are moſt defirable 
and-glorious ; Where this is excluded , all pretended approaches to 
God, Revelations of God, or perfeQions of obgdicnce, wilt be but + 
| as 
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. (80) | 
x26 hotter fires, to conſume firſt your faith and intereſt in” Chriſt, and 
after, your precious ſouls, with all your labour, and pains ;. and* 
works. | 

To what he ſaies, the bloud within makes: perfe&t, that-withoat © 
could not ; |ct it be (aid , the bleud of the Man Chriſt, through the. 
eternal Spirit working therein, bccame the death of the firſt Adam, 
With all his deeds, and ail the evils that came in by bim;; ſo with him 
am I already dead and freed from fin, as in himthe Head ; as this: 
my death and fr«edome in him does reveale it ſelf inme, ſo | dye 
daily as1nmy earthly members, If bythe bloud within,be intend-. 
ed this ; thatasche bloud of Bulls and Goats, was a figure of the 
bleud o f Chriſt, ſo his bloud, was but a figure, of bloud -or Spirit- 
within us; then know afluredly, that as the bloud offered in the firſt 
Tabernacle, was offered without the Helieſt ,. though. within che- 
Tabernacle ; ſo the bloud within, all purifyings -by the light within, 
will be f--vnd re be butthe bloud without, chat is, offered withour 
the veyle, without the -Holieft, though within your Perſons, 

Burt is not the Spirit ſufficient in power to redeem from ſin, by his 
work Within us ? letthis be ſaid as of uſe, in-moſt things. that have - 
been ſpoken ; the power of the Spirit is unſearchable, and unlimited, - 

bur the myſtery of his Will is declared in Chriſt; that-nct by Spirie 
alone, but by Spirit and Bloud, and thatin one man, he hasredeem- 
ed and purged all theevils that came by the offence of one : of old- 
God filled Heaven and Earth , yer he wovld be known and ſought- 
only in Jeruſatem g nothing could comprehend the God- head, yer- 
the tulneſs of 1t dwelt in Chriſt bodily ; ſo the Spiric dwells in all 
bis people,yet through the bloud of the Man Chrift alone, did God 
chaſe to go forth in his power, to the aboliſhing of our death; -and- 
manifeſting eternal freedome for us: - ſo when it is ſaid, yee-are ju- 
tified , redeemed, and ſaved by-God, by Grace, by the name of 
Ckriſt, by-the Spirit of our God; we are to underſtand , that the 
Name, and Grace,and Spirit of God, went forth againſt our fins,and 
death in the bloud of Jeſus, and thereby: did them away for ever "Wy 
which by faith-we behold, 'and as we behold, we are changed.into + 
the ſame Image, fromPlory to glory, by the Spirit of - the Lord: 

W herefore the proper uſe of the Law, is fi (i ts bridle civiltranſ 
greſſions, and then to reveale and encreaſe ſpiritual tranſgreſlions ; 
the Law aLight, which revealeth not the Grace of God,norrigh- 
teoulſneſs and life, but fin and death, 'wrath and judgement ;-and as- - 
in Mount Sh#aj, the thundring, lightning, thethick and dark cloud; 
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the hill ſmoaking and flaming, - and all chat terrible ſhew did not re- 
zoice nor quicken the children of iſrael, but terrified and aſtoniſh- 
ed chem, andſhewed how unable they were with all their purity and 
holizcſs to abide the Majeſty of God, ' ſo the Liwin its true uſe ; 
doth riothing elſe bur reveale' fin, work wrath , and brins into deſ- 

.,pzration, and here it hath an end , and ought to go no further :- the 
uſe of the Goſpel ,; is to reveale the end of the Liw, of tin and 
wrath inthe death of Chriſt, and the righteouſneſs, peace, and love 
of God, brought forth for us in him. 

* ſhalladde an obſervation of Lether; of this difference between 
*the Law and Goſpel, there is nothing to be found in the Books of 
*Monks, Cannoniſts, and School men , no norin the Buoks of the 
* anckent Writers; there was a wonderful filence many years as tou- 
* ching this difference,in all School: ard Church+s; and this bFought 
* mens conſciences into great danger, for wil-is th: Goſp+l be 
* plaifily diſcerned from the Law, tru- doQrine cannot be kept ſound 
*and-uncorrupt ; bur it this difference be well known , it 15 an caſle 

- * matter to diſcern faith from works, Corift from eAMMoſes, and all 
* politick works ; for all things without Chriſt, are tbe Miniſtry of 
* death, for the puniſhing of the wicked. 


"Concerni-g Chit}. ſua, 
fk Faith is , that Chriſt humbled bimte!f and became. 6bedient 
unco dearh, that he mivohe become a living example-to all Ges 


nerations ; that the Light within every man, un-ted and fojlowed 
will 1-ad unto Chriſt, and willreveale the power and God-head, and 
ſo the Light within, is the ſure word of Propheſie. 


'The word of Faith ſaies, that Chrift being the brightneſs of the 
inviſible God, came forth infleſh, and being the eternal word, wil- 
dome, and power of God, and fo having obtained a name and fupres 
macy above all other Lords; hz putan endrothe Law, Sin and 
Death, aud the dominion thereof over us in his Crofle,that he might 
bring forth Grace, Riphtcouſneſs, and Life, for usin himſelf, char 
ſo webcing delivered out of the hands of our enemi+s , might ſerve 
him without fear ; and is this no more thanaliving eximple to you-? 
and if ſo, can ye after his example, break through the gates of fin , 
writh and the grave, and make your acceſs unto God-through all, 
aS he did ? is ftogreat a myſtery of Faith as this, become no more 
with you than a lofty imagination of Reafon, on«ly enlivened with 
an aCtive ſpirit of bondage ? M 2 M1: BM 
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5 yu | 
Thatnot the Light within every man , butthe word of the Apo- 
files and Prophets, and the ſpirit of Revelation , ſhining according 
eo their Teftimany, is that which leads to the Lord Jeſus: the in- 
comprehenfible divinity cannot be ſeen nor approached unto, butin+ 
the Mediatour; the Man Chriſt, ſo Chrift is the image of the invi- 
ſible God ; the unſearchable Myſtery of Chriſt, is brougheto light 
by the Goſpel; and to be learned by the Spiric, ſo the Scripturesare 
the Image of Chriſt ; he that ſhall ſeek for God out of the Humani-« 
ty-of Chriſt , he ſhall looſe both God and himſelf ; ſo he that to 
find out Chriſt, ſhall go-to the Light within every man , and notto | 
the Teſtimony of them', who ſpake of him what they had ſeen and + 
heard, he may come to behold himas the Lawegiver,and Judge,but as - 
a Juſtifier and Saviour he cannot know him: The Light within all 
men, may find out the God-head:; bur the Myſtery of Grace and- 
Love, cannot be known bur by that Spirit, that blowes where and- 
when he liſts, Would the lightwithin have ſhewed you the Attone- - 
ment.; Redemption , the bloud- and facrifice, or have put theſe - 
words in your -mouth ? 


Concerning the Miniſtry of Chriſt 


Ye ſaies; the Miniſters of Chriſt have the Word in thera”, and 


Alo declare itto others ; that they Preach not for hire or gain; - 
that they are perſecuted of the world, 


He ſaies rightly ; that is a Miniftryaf Chriſt ; bat Miniſters of 
Righteouſneſs, are of Satan,'or of Chriſt; zealouſly to affeR, 'ts 
compaſs Sea and Land, to make fair ſhewes inthe fleſh, to be as tou- 
ching the Law, blameleſs, to preach freely, ſuffer labour, ſtripes;im- 
priſonments : * Satans Miniſters may be herein transformed as the 
Minifters of Chriſt : ' wherefore Miniſtryes arero bejudped by their ' 
Spirit, and Spirits by DoQtines: If an Angel from Heaven, if any + 
Perſons coming forthin the wiſdome, holineſs, power, and glory of 
an Angel, ſhall not confeſs thar Chriſt was made Sin and a Curſe, 
and the end of both through his death unto us, let them be aceurſed: 
their Docrine takes away the blefling of Abraham , which is in 
Chriſt,” and brings men again under the Curſe of the Law , which 
by Chriſt is aboliſhed co all that truly believe: 1 am jealous that 
the:Teachers of the People for the greateſt part , -are carnal, for 
ma}, and butin the Letter,” and. walking, as men : - yet the Lord + 
« A 
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has his choſen ones among them : 1 amas jealous that the Teach<*- 
ers of this People, are the Miniſters of that darknefs and wrath ; 
by whick God wilt-puniſhthis -faithlefs, - perverſo,: and back-ſliding 
Generation : Let thy Spirit of Grace be poured forth upon thy 
Sons and Daughters, and the Spirit of errour and nadeannefs, ſhall 
be revealed and caſt onr. | 


(concerning Free-Wull. 


HE* ſajes, the Light within men, which reproves the evil deeds, 
is that Will of God by which weare ſanRified, and ſaved, that 
in every man which ſhewes him bis fin, and reproves for it, is Free- 
Grace: This Light in every manis the Free-will, which is free to 
God, and free from ſin. ' EET 


If the firſt be ſo, then is the deathof Chriſt of noeffeRX, wherein 
the whole bleſſed Will of God was done., by which Will we are 
ſanified through his Body: how is Chriſt crucified become fool- 
iſhneſs to you, who whilſt to your ſelves and” others, you have a” 
ſhew of humility, are vainly puft up with your fleſhlymind-, not- 
holding the Read ? 

If the ſecond be ſo, then the Law and Free-grace aretheſame; if 
the Light God has put jnto all men accuſing of ſin, be the gift of 
Grace, the gift of heavenly Righteouſneſs by Chriſt, wherein is the 
end of the Law and Sin heeded *: not that we are delivered from - 
that Law in the Letteror Conſcience, that reveales ſin and wrath ,- 
and while enemies in our- minds, were reconciled to God by the 
death of another, this is Grace ; th+t we are ſaved in him, raiſed 
up into heavenin him, whilſt compaſſed about witha body of death, - 
inour ſelves, this is a myſtery to all the Children of Reaſon, the Law ' 
and the Letter; the darkneſs that isupon it, iS that which keeps the-* 
Saints in weakneſs and unſtability, the worldin blindneſs and Ido- 
Jatry,and Anti- chriſt, with all his righteouſneſs, wiſdome and works * 
after the Law, Reaſon, and Fiſh, in his power and greatneſs, . 

If the third be {o, then there is that in the natural man, whereby 
he is able to know and receave the things of the Spirit: there is a 
candle in all men, upon which ſome beames of the God-head do 
deſcend, and: may be known' thereby , allo the righteouſneſs and 
eransreflions of the Law ; but the deep things of God, his Grace” 
in-Chriſt, ſparklivg in 01d time now in one Promiſe , now in woe 
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84). 
ther, -figured-by the Law, and Resld? by the Prophets ; whereof 
the righteouſneſs ofthe Jewes, the Philoſophy of the Greeks, knew 
nothing ; this cannot be diſcerned by the cleareſt Light in the na» 
tural man. 

Thus the Myſtery of the ſecond eAdam, and the reſtoring of all 
things in him, 1s levellcd and brought down by the Divinity of theſe 
People, to be no other thing, than that Light of the Law and Rea- 
ſon, which all Nations have; and ſo whilſt they are condemnin 
all other Religions, may be concluded in one common Faith al 
Principle , with all choſe Religions whom they condemne, herein 
onely excelling them, that thoſe are Iniquity more manifetted, theſe 
are Iniquity in a, Myſtery: Whenthey ſhall ceaſe ro make the death 
of Chriſt, and the whole Myſtery of Grace in him , of none effe; 
I ſhall ceaſe any longer to account them.ſo. 
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The End. 


CATCEDITDICEDDOEE EDEDEDED EEDODDE EDDDEEDE. 


A Ta>Lt of the ſeveral particulars, 
ſpoken to in this Book. 


I. yen the Rizhteonſneſs of the Letter ; of Angels, and of God. 
KY 3. Wretis Jdilatry : God maybe known three manner of WAI 34 

3. Who hold not the Head: andhow Chrift is Head. 

& F bree chieſeft Principles of this Peaple called Quakers, examined and 
weighed WET TY 

5, Hew Faith # the Evidence of things not ſeen: 

6, Concerning "Faith and S zoht. hs ; 

7. Concerning the Spirit and Scriptares, as together making up, a pero 
fet witneſs, or rule of Faith: 

8. The Light inall men, what 3t ts, and of what uſe. 


9: Twothin)s charged upon 'u by this People : firſt, that we deny the 


Light nithin, ard ſet it againſt (hrift ſeconaly that we believe in 4 
( & if nithaut . theſe weighed and reſolved, | 
10. What is the inward Life, and who ; the retired Chriſtian. 


ki. A tw-fold aepartare fromthe Faith i: the laſt daits & what thiy are. 
13. The Chrift that dyed at Jeruſalem: how farre acknowledged, and 


how far denied by thus People, to be th: Rede: mer. —— 
13. #hbether ths Tecple build up x Rig 2reonſneſs of the Law. 
I4 C briſt frft avd laſt ( oming what : and a Dueſtion' anſwered, 
15. eAnti chrifts laſt ( oming, what and bow. | 
16. The Anthers T eft:mony, concerning the firſt and laſt Appearances 
of Chrift. - | 
A. Tk. Purity, and Power; of this People rxamined what it ts, 


18. Oppoſition andperſcEation, that i3 raijed againſt this People, what 


26 be thought of 3#t. 


ArPage 47. begins the Review of there Principles, as laid down 
by 7- Naylor, inhis Bock called Love to the Loft : under 
theſe ſeveral Heads. 


I, Concerning the fall of May. 2: I ight and Life. 3. Righteouf- 
neſs 4. The Word. 5. Worſhip. 6. Error and Herefie, &c..9. Faith, 
8. Hope. 9. 7ndg'ment, 10. Perfeftion. 11, Obidience. 12. Good 
Werks 13. Elefin, and Reprobation. 14, New Birth. 15. Bape 


time of Ciriſt, and that the world fo calls. 16 the Lords Supper. 


17. Redemption. 18. Juſtification. 19. Sanftiſication, and Mortifie : 
Theſe 


Chriſt: 23: Free-Will: - 
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CE TRIO METS, 7 ns FO RET Pune 
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| - Theſe Books ke latdf 7 [ge and (old by r 
mae, at the three es near the weſt end 


He retired mans Meditations, or the Myſtery and” Power of 
Godlineſs, &c. by Henry Fane, Knight... 
A & healing Queſtion propounded and meer in order to Love and 
Union amongſt the honeſt party ec. 

A brief Hiſtory containingmoſtof thoſenotableOccurrences in theſe 
late Conteſts'berwixt the Kinp'and Parliament : being a ſhore - 
mention of Things, from 1637.1 ro the Kings death , 1648. Writen 
by T. May, Eſquire. 

The excellencie of a Free State, or the Righe Conſtitution of a L 
Common- wealth.: together wich Rules of Polzcie, and Errors i in © 
Government, 3s laid down by Machavel; and others. BE 

An Epitomy of all the Common and Statute Law of England, in 
Fotl, by W. Shephard, —_. 

A Confeſſion of Faith, of ſeveral Churches of Chriſt in the weft. 

Lazarus and his Siſters diſcourſe of Paradiſe, &, 

A Diſcovery of ſome Plots of Lucifer and his Council, againſt the 
Childrenof Men. 

A Diſcovery of the ou ws the Miniſters of Beverley. 

A-Confutation of the Duakers, by S. Eaton, 

A Dialogue between a Miniſter of the Goſpel , and an enquir; 1 
Chriſtian, about the Anthoricy of the Scriptures, and thePrinct- © 
ples ofthe Puakers: by T. Collier. With kreral other Pieces a= | 
gainſt the rakes. 
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